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1.  Subject  report  is  forw&rded  for  review  and  evaluation  :n  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSF0R  0T  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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1.  (0)  Sootlon  1,  Oiioratlonoi  Significant  Actlvltle*. 

a,  Command. 

(1)  Kurils  tlio  reporting  period  there  wore  tltree  major  change*  In 
the  command  group i 

(a)  On  22  March,  Brigadier  Genoral  Burnside  E.  Huffman,  Jr.  became 
Chief  of  Staff,  replacing  Brigadier  General  Chnrleo  Cantrell. 

(b)  Oh  3  April,  Lieutenant  General  Julian  J.  Evoll  become  Commanding 
Genoral,  replacing  Lieutenant  General  Walter  T.  Korwln,  Jr, 

(o)  On  IJ  April,  Major  Generul  Walter  B.  Richardeon,  Deputy  Command¬ 
ing  General,  departed  tho  ooumand, 

(2)  During  the  ruportlng  period  there  wore  two  major  ohnngeo  In 
the  staff  of  II  FFORCEVt 


(a)  On  2  February,  Lieutenant  Colonel  (l1)  John  L.  Kennedy,  Jr.  be- 
oamo  tlio  Aooletant  Chief  of  Staff,  Cl,  replacing  Iiioutenant  Colonel  Clmrlee 
E.  Hill,  Jr, 


(b)  On  16  February,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stephen  M.  Griffith  booaas 
tho  Aseiatant  Chief  of  Staff,  05,  replacing  Colonel  Robert  M.  Atkina. 

(j)  The  overall  aenignod  and  attached  otrength  of  II  FFCRCEV  decreased 
slightly  during  the  quarter.  A  comparison  at  the  ond  of  tbo  loot  four 
reporting  periods  follows, 


DATE  0FFICBR3  WARRANT  OFFIOFiHS  ENLISTED  MEM 


Jul  i960 

339 

34 

3146 

Oct  i960 

390 

33 

2947 

Jan  1969 

376 

56 

3105 

Apr  1969 

412 

37 

2923 

b .  Pornonneli  Morale,  Safety,  Dlnoirl ino,  and  Bnae  DcvolonT.ont. 

(l)  Tho  personnel  situation  within  units  assigned,  attached,  and 
under  operational  eontrol  of  U  EFORCEV  romatnod  aatiefnotory. 


(2)  The  morale  of  the  command  remained  at  s  satisfactory  level, 

(j)  The  swards  and  decorations  processed,  approved,  ond  issued  are 
listed  belov. 
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Wnv  Aft  -  ,l«r>  6Q  Feb  69  -  Apr  <>2 


SILVER  STAR 

45 

67 

MSTIMiUlSHt:!)  Fl.YlllG  CROSS 

34 

40 

SOLDI Kh'S  MEDAL 

24 

17 

BRONAE  STAR  MEDAL 

420 

355 

AIR  MEDAL 

408 

599 

ARMY  COMMENDATION  MEDAL 

536 

593 

PRUPLE  HEART 

16 

_£L 

TOTAL 

1561 

1690 

(4)  Tho  mllitai-y  motor  vehicle  aeoident  rate  continued  to  declihe 
during  tho  third  quarter  FY  69  as  shown  on  tho  chnrt  bolow.  Tho  military 
personnel  injury  rate  deoroaeod  slightly  during  tho  second  quartor  hut 
InoreoBod  during  tho  third  quarter  FY  69*  an  nhovn.  Ho  opoolfio  nooldont 
trend  oould  ho  attributed  tc  tho  inoreuoo  in  injuries  during  tho  third 
quarter.  , 


11  FFORCEV  ASSIGNED,  ATTACHED, 

AND  CPC  ON  UNITS,  FY  69 

CATEGORY 

1st  CTR 

2nd  «TR 

3rd  QTR 

Militory  Motor  Vehicle  Rato 

(No.  Accidents  por  One  Million  Miles) 

5.9 

5.2 

4.4 

Military  Personnel  Injury  Rate 

(No.  Injurieo  per  One  Million  Man-Hours) 

40.9 

36.2 

47.3 

(5)  The  atatus  of  disoiplAno,  law  and  ordor  within  tho  command 
oontinuud  to  reflect  Overall  improvement.  (Quarterly  otatiotios  for  tho 
3d  Quarter  1  FY  69  indicate  that  XI  FFORCEV  aeoigned,  attaohod  and  Cl’COIl 
unite  aohiovod  dooreoooc  in  all  categories  of  offononn  exnopt  treffioi 
whoro  a  slight  inoroaoe  was  noted.  Tho  dooreaseo  wore  attributed  to  tho 
vlgorouo  command  support  being  rendered  in  behalf  of  oommand-wido  orimo 
prevention  programa.  Inoroasoa  in  traffio  offonoos  related  direotly  to 
tho  grouter  etnphaeio  being  plaood  on  the  onforoomont  of  traffio  rrgula- 
tiono.  More  stringent  enforooront  should  provide  an  offeotive  deterrent 
to  potential  violator*  and  should  ultimately  roduoo  tho  nunbor  of  traffio 
ttooidonts  in  tho  TAOR .  Tho  FY  69  oompaxativ*  rates  ooraputed  on  tho  basic 
of  100  troopo  are  lioted  bolowi 
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11  KKoKCKV  Abo 

JCiJlUl.  ATTACHED. 

AND  Ul'COIJ  UlilTD. 

FT  69 

OFFEND!;  C,.T.-r.dHY 

1st  tmt 

S 

3rd  C/IR 

Crime  Against  Persona 
and  Pruporty 

3.(17 

3.17 

1.91 

HincellanooUB  Offennos 

5.71> 

5.  OR 

A.  66 

Military  Offenses 

21.20 

22.18 

20,09 

Traffic  Offenses 

18.90 

13.31 

16.09 

(6)  Development  of  ttio  11  FFOHCEV  base  camp  continued  satisfactorily. 
The  status  of  significant  projects  as  of  30  April  was  ao  followB! 

(«)  Repair  of  perimeter  defensive  positions  and  bunkero  throughout 
tho  nroa  wan  continuous . 

(b)  Hovotmontn  wuro  completed  around  IIIIC,  II  FFOHCEV  barracks  and 
tho  trailer  accomodations.  Tho  IMXi  revetment  program  was  initiated. 

(c)  A  rltXiaS  til  spending  )ioint  was  untnblishod  for  Plantation  tenftnt 
units. 


Ci  IntnlHi’enco  and  Connttirlntol.1  irenco . 

(1)  Intel i ip enco  aspects  of  tactical  opcrfttionB  conducted  in  tho  II 
Field  Force  Vietnam  (II  FFOHCEV)  Tactical  Area  of  IntoreBt  (TAOI)  are 
discussed  in  tho  Operational  Report  -  Losoon3  learned  submitted  by  units 
under  tho  operational  control  of  this  headquarters, 

(2)  Intelligence  Collection. 

(u)  The  daily  briefing  on  oelocted  agont,  reports  wao  continued  by 
Collection  Division.  Tho  purpose  of  thin  briefing,  described  in  detail 
in  the  precading  OKLL,  is  to  hotter  evaluate  tho  intelligence  produced 
by  human  sources  and  to  determine  tho  reliability  of  the  Bourcoa  thom- 
solves.  This,  in  turn,  enabled  the  ngnney  which  employs  the  Bourcos  to 
decide  which  agents  warrant  retention  and  which  should  be  terminated. 

Tho  briefing  also  enables  Collection  Division  to  determine  whioh  reports 
are  eignifioant  and  plausible  so  that  they  may  be  utilised  by  the  various 
divisions  of  02  and  considered  in  the  curront  aB30BBmcnt  of  the  situation. 
Tho  method  by  which  the  evaluation  is  Accomplished  ie  as  follows!  all 
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reports  aro  indexed  and  filed  by  the  Collection  Division.  Fran  the  total 
number  received,  certain  reports  are  oolectod  os  significant.  These  are 
then  forwarded  to  tlie  Order  of  Battle  Section  where  the  particular  intel¬ 
ligence  analyst  familiar  with  itn  oubject  "'dements  upon  U>;lr  plauaibi)  ity . 
Finally,  the  reporto  conaidered  both  significant  and  plausible  are  briefed. 
Each  briefing  covers  a  24  hour  period.  A  representative  fron  each  of  the 
divisions  of  the  G2  Section  attendo  the  briefing.  In  addition  to  the  above, 
Collection  Division  prepares  a  dully  summary  and  a  weekly  assessment  of 
significant  agent  reports  for  tlio  ACofS,  G2.  A  copy  is  furnished  to  lxo- 
duction  Division.  The  daily  summary  includes  tho  moot  significant  report* 
received  during  a  24  hour  period  and  an  analysis  of  each.  Tho  weekly 
aooooiuneijt  is  a  discussion  of  tho  curront  enemy  situation,  capability, 
and  lnteutions  buried  on  tho  previous  vook'o  agent  x-oporta.  By  Eeons  of 
the  daily  summary  and  weokly  assessment,  Collection  Division  contributes 
to  the  finlohod  intelligence  product  of  G2,  II  FFORCEY. 

(b)  Collection  Division  is  also  responsible  for  ensuring  that  ull 
necessary  Spocifio  Intelligence  Collection  Requirements  (CICRJ  are  pub¬ 
lished  and  levied  on  tho  appropriate  collectors.  In  addition,  Collection 
Division  coordinates  tho  collection  of  intelligence  on  specific  subJoctB 
and  keeps  subordinate  units  informed  an  to  which  SICR's  are  current  by 
publishing  a  quarterly  II  FFORCEV  Specific  Intelligence  Collection 
Requirements  Registry.  The  Registry  indexes  nil  SICR's  by  number  end  by 
collector.  During  the  past  quarter  11  KACV  SICR's  and  3  II  FFORCSV  SICR's 
wore  cancelled,  while  40  new  KACV  and  2  new  II  FFORCKV  SICR's  were  levied. 

(3)  Counter  in  t  ell  igenca/FHOElIIX. 

(a)  During  the  past  V-^'ter  operations  of  the  Province  Intelli¬ 
gence  Operations  and  Coordination  Centers  (PIOCC)  and  the  District  Intel¬ 
ligence  Operations  and  Coordination  Centers  (DIOCC)  showed  a  continued- 
improvement  as  did  the  support  provided  by  tho  17H.  Requests  for  dupli¬ 
cating  machines  for  tho  DIOCC' s  have  been  approved  and  the  equipment  is 
being  allocated  at  this  time.  Those  machines  will  facilitate  faster  and 
wider  dissemination  of  intelligence  data  to  operational  elements  of  the 
PHUOMG  nOAUC/l'IlOKNIX  Urogram,  l'ho  BIG  MACK  Ropox*ts  originating  at  the 
IECCO's  have  continued  to  improve  in  quality  and  consistency,  which  i3 
further  evidence  of  increased  GVJi  intei*ost  and  participation  in  the 
operations  of  tho  FIOCC/dIOCC.  During  tills  quart  or  21  students  from  II 
FFORCiV  OPCOiT  units  attended  tho  PilOS.'IX  Advisor  Course  presented  by  tho 
KACCORDS  -  PIIOSNIX  Committee  in  Saigon. 

(b)  Continued  command  emphasis  has  been  placed  or.  tho  Volunteer 
Informant  Program  during  this  past  quarter.  Th9  G5  Section's  PSYOPS 
elements  have  programmed  a  socond  edition  of  tho  VIP  Kit  to  assist  using 
units  in  their  implementation  of  tho  program.  VIP  results  for  this  period 
have  shown  a  nharp  docline.  This  declino  ha3  been  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  Til  civilians  have  been  restricted  from  entering  forest  areas  due  to 
the  tactical  situation  during  the  period.  It  is  orpootod  that  with' the. 
easing  of  the  tentical  situation  and  nn  easing  of  tho  travel  restrictions 
ourTently  in  existence,  the  results  from  this  program  will  show  a  marked 
improvement. 
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(0)  Tho  Countor.lntolllgonoo  Section  of  the  219th  Military  Intelligence 
Detachment  (Corpo)  hao  continued  ito  progress  of  VIP  loaflot  dropo  and  YIP 
tum-in  pointo.  To  dnto  tho  results  of  their  efforts  havo  been  minimal} 
however,  a  marked  inoreaoe  in  civilian  intoroet  hao  beon  notod  and  oontinued 
omphaeia  on  tho  program  should  provide  oiguif leant  ro milts  in  tho  noor 
futuro. 

(4)  Ground  Reoonnainanuoo.  Company  D  (Rungor),  1 51 0 1  Infantry,  bogan 
its  oporatlono  on  23  January  19^9  in  southern  Mix  Zone  D  and  onatorn  Sub 
Region  5»  It  boor.no  fully  operational,  replacing  Company  F,  51ot  Infantry 
(Long  Kongo  Patrol)  aa  II  FFORCKY’ 0  long  range  patrol  oloment  on  15  Fob- 
ruary  1969«  Tho  oompany’s  patrol 0  wore  unod  primarily  in  a  ocroening  rolo 
using  saturation  patrolling  techniques  while  aloo  providing  data  for 
targeting  taotical  air  and  D~52  ntrlkoo.  A  total  of  257  teens  voro  inaorted 
resulting  in  44  oontacto,  65  sightingo,  26  VC/lJVA  killed. 

(5)  02  Air. 

(a)  Intensive  aerial  reconnaissance  and  surveillance  vr.n  ccnductod 
within  III  CTZ  tliroughout  tho  reporting  r«rl°d.  Pull  utilisation  vao 
made  of  H  FFORCEY  air  aoseto  and  requaotB  for  7th  Air  Forco  tactical  air 
roconnaiosanco  oupport  (aerial  photography  and  infrarod  -  Red  Haze)  vore 
inoxoacod.  In  the  visual  rooonnaioaanco  (TO)  fiold,  reconnaissance  of  tho 
III  CTZ/Ccmbodim  border  and  tho  inner  and  outer  dofcnclvo  rings  of  Saigon/ 
Long  Binh/Bien  Ho a  wore  oovored  daily.  During  the  reporting  period,  a 
total  of  18,136  TO  sorties  wore  flown  in  III  CTZ,  reoulting  in  1175 
significant  sightings  and  an  average  of  39  of  the  61  TO  aroao  in  III  CTZ 
were  covered  oaoh  day. 

(b)  Aerial  radar  reconnaissance,  utilising  tho  0V-1B  SLAR  equipped 
Mohawk,  hao  covorod  the  entire  JII  CTZ  on  a  nightly  bri3io.  Additional 
flexibility  in  the  utilization  of  SLAB  was  realized  nn  a  roou.lt  of  com¬ 
bining  tho  asncitn  of  tho  lot  US  Air  Cavalry  Division  (Airmobilo)  Aorial 
Surveillance  and  Target  Acquisition  (ASTA)  Platoon  and  tho  1st  US  Infantry 
Division  ASTA  Flatoon  with  tho no  of  the  75d  Survoillanco  Airplane  Company. 
Patterns  of  aorial  rr.d.nr  aurvoillanco  voro  designed  to  provide  emphasis 

on  likely  avenues  of  approach  into  Saigon,  ito  suburb 0 ,  and  tho  Long  Binh/ 
Bion  Hoa  oomplox.  Surveillnhco  patterns  also  gave  hoavy  emphasis  to  the 
Cambodian  Border  area,  particularly  in  tho  vicinity  of  tho  Parrot’s  Beak, 
tho  Angol’o  Wiug,  voot  of  Toy  Niwh  City,  and  in  tho  Fishhook.  Ths  loca¬ 
tions  of  moving  targets  dotoctod  by  SLAR  voro  reported  in  flight  vhonover 
possible  to  tho  c.ppropriato  Artillery  Warning  Control  Center  pnd  to  holi- 
ooptor  gun3hipo  (Flrefliee)  for  immediate  tactical  reopcauo.  The  U30 
of  aerial  radar  ao  a  target  eoquiaition  means  for  tho  US  Air  Forco  Gun- 
ship  Dumber  3  (Shadow)  has  also  beon  explored.  Eovovor,  bocause  of  tho 
scarcity  of  Shadows  there  is  not  enough  data  available  to  be  ablo  to  make 
a  final  recommendation*  although  tho  SLAJt/Shadow  combination  appoaro  to 
bo  vory  promising.  Ideally,  the  Shadow  would  bo  provided  a  cloar  or  froo 
firo  zone  over  a  knovn  or  ouspoctod  cnouy  area.  Tho  aorial  radar  oircraft 
would  bo  briofod  on  tho  Shadow's  time  and  area  of  operation  and  would 
report  directly  to  tho  Shadow  any  targets  located  within  the  cloarod  area 
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bo  that  thoy  could  be  attacked  immediately.  It  io  expooted  that  tlio  OV-1 
Mohawk  would  bo  more  compatible  with  the  Shadow  than  with  a  holioopior 
beoause  they  have  oirailar  airspeed  oapabilitieo.  A  delight  border  SLAB 
xeoonnaiaaanco  program  haa  been  initiated  to  atudy  traffio  lovels  and 
•  patterns  dui ins  the  day  in  tho  areas  adjacent  to  tho  III  Corpo/Cambodiaa 
border.  It  in  hoped  that  thic  study  will  provide  a  valuable  correlation 
betveon  enemy  traffic  across  the  bordor  and  enemy  activities  in  the 
Republic  of  Vietnam. 

(c)  Infrarod  (Rod  Razo)  surveillance  pattorns  were  flown  to  detoot 
enemy  activity*  base  camps*  staging  areas  and  assembly  aronc  within  III 
CTZ.  Bed  Eav.o  surveillance  proved  to  bo  ecpsoiolly  valunblo  during  ths 
post-l'et  offensive  whan  it  ployed  on  important  part  in  looating  and 
targeting  again at  enemy  unit a.  During  thio  period  primary  omphaoia  was 
placed  on  eurvaillonco  cif  tho  Cambodian  Bordor  in  tho  vicinity  of  tho 
Parrot'o  Beck*  Angel'o  Wing,  western  Tey  Hinh  Province  and  tlio  Fishhook, 
and  on  coverage  of  War  Zono  D.  Coverage  was  also  providod,  almost  nightly 
over  tho  Song  Bo  Corridor,  Miohelin  Plantation,  Eo  Bo  and  Boi  Loi  Woodo 
aroao,  around  Plraoc  Vinh  and  in  tho  area  of  tho  Catcher1 0  Mitt  and  tho 
Funnel  (Tf0844)»  Possible  rookot  launch  oitoo  around  tho  long  Binh/Blon 
Hoa  complex,  and  around  tho  Capital  Military  Bistrict  voro  also  given 
heavy  surveillance.  Duo  to  the  extremely  dry  voathor  that  prevailed 
during  the  period  tho  number  of  fnl30  heat  emitters  vaa  quito  significant, 
Theoe  heat  patterns,  emittod  by  a  ruddering  logs,  small  fires,  and  other 
heated  objects  often  gave  an  orroneouo  indication  of  onemy  notivity  unless 
carefully  read  out  by  a  skilled  interpreter. 

(d)  The  Mohawk  Direct  Support  Concept  Test  ended  on  19  March.  Tho 
divisional  aft9r-action  reports  vrero  recoived  by  11  April.  Statistics 
derived  by  nnalyeie  of  the  data  shoots  from  Phaso  I  and  III  are  being 
analyzed  by  the  Army  Concopt  Team  in  Viotnam  (ACTIV)  to  dotorniae  a  line 
of  beet  fit  for  future  utilisation  of  the  Mohawk. 

(o)  Air  Force  Tactical  Reconnaissance  Miosion  objectives  ohovred 
another  100  percent  incrosao  over  the  previous  reporting  period.  3JI  CTZ 
received  over  half  of  the  completed  tactical  reconnaissance  products 
available  in  South  Vietnam.  The  entire  Corps  Tactical  Zono  van  photo¬ 
graphed  by  various  sensor  systems.  Tho  use  of  High  Acuity  camera  systems 
at  higher  altitudes  providod  doto.ilod  studios  of  onemy  infiltration  routes 
from  the  Cambodian  sanctuary.  The  preplanned  and  immediate  area  oovers 
and  photo  strips  along  enoity  linos  of  communication  proved  most  profit¬ 
able,  These  missions  voro  on  iramodiaio  call.  Also  nupplomontory  icing ory 
roporte  provided  by  tho  /,60th  Photo  Processing  Interpretation  Faoility 
(PPIF)  (Ton  ?on  Khut  Air  Base)  and  Detachment  "/ 11  KIBARS  at  Bion  Hoa 
developed  targets  for  artillery,  ground  and  tactionl  air  units.  Tho 
rapid  dovolopaent  of  hard  target  aroao  signlf icnntly  aided  in  dotorring 
ths  energy  Wintor/Spcring  Offensive.  Tho  increased  uso  of  Air  Force  infra¬ 
red  dotootion  sensors  and  night  photo  cartridge  strip  photograph  sup¬ 
plemented  Army  Mohawk  eurvoillnnco  and  dotootion  of  enowy  forces  during 
tho  hours  of  darkness.  Tho  rosults  of  ere  light  strikes  dovelopod  with 
ths  aid  of  thoeo  eenoor  produoto  holpod  acoount  for  tho  poorly  exoouted 
attack  against  tho  Bion  Eoe/Long  Binh  ooisplox  by  olomonto  of  tho  5th  VC 
Division. 
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(f)  The  development  of  the  improved  R510A  Infra  Rod  Real  Tine  viewer 
in  the  P357»  contributed  to  the  night  intordiotion  of  onorny  sampan  traffio 
in  tho  Rung  Sat  Special  Zone  and  the  oanalo  and  vqtorvnya  r.ecooiatod  with 
the  Vara  Co  Doug  and  V&m  Co  Toy.  Incroaocd  emphasis  on  tactical  .response 
to  intelligence  obtained  by  airboruo  sonsor  systems  required  clocor  co¬ 
ordination  botwnan  elements  of  tho  G2  Air  Divioion  and  various  OJ  Divl- 
aiono  of  Hq  II  FFORCHV.  This  coordinated  effort  directed  available  firo 
povor  on  eunpoctod  enemy  locationo,  with  groator  efficiency  and  offective- 
neoo  than  has  over  been  realized  before. 

(6)  G2  largo to  Divioion. 

(a)  The  primary  fvaotion  of  the  G2  Target o  Divir.ion  hao  continued  to 
bo  the  development  and  evaluation  of  B-52  targets.  The  all-aource  intol- 
ligonoo  data  bano  and  tto  cnoroy  activity  indications  dioplr.y  within  02 
targotfl  aro  being  utilizod  oxtonoiYoly  by  other  divioions  of  G2  rnd  other 
oinl'f  noetiono  ac  well  ao  tho  Target 0  Divioion  in  tho  dcvolopnont  of 
ohoHlcal  largo  to  ()i«rbioido  and  pernJ  otont  CS),  cluster  bomb  (CBU)  tar¬ 
gets  ,  ortillery  targets,  and  Combat  Sky  Spot  a  (Radar  Dirootod  Tactical 
Air  StrJkon). 

(b)  During  thin  qxvirtor  500  different  targets  uoro  struck  with  B-521  a 
in  III'  CTZ.  Thin  toomondouo  increase  from  tho  290  targots  otruck  dicing 
tho  previoun  quarter  in  duo  to  the  man  infiltration  and  logistical/per- 
sonnol  build-up  of  enemy  VC/llVA  divisions  in  III  CTZ  in  preparation  for 
tho  planned  poat-Tet  offonaivo.  Of  tho  targoto  struck  during  thio  quarter 
40. 6  percont  voro  in  l'ny  liinh  Province,  with  the  majority  of  tho  atrikoo 

in  north,  northeastern,  end  wo a torn  War  Zono  "C"  targeted  against  enemy 
infiltration,  staging,  and  supply  arc on  of  tho  1st  KVA  Infantry  Divioion, 
elements  of  tho  9th  VC  Divioion,  and  elements  of  tho  7th  KVA  Infantry 
Divioion.  Other  areas  which  received  a  significant  percentage  of  the  B-52 
strikes  thio  quarter  veroi  Biuh  Duong  Provinco,  with  the  majority  of  those 
in  tho  Trapezoid,  a  traditional  logistical  complex  and  base  area  of  Sub 
Region  1;  BJnh  Long  Provinco,  with  strikes  directed  esainst  oleraents  of 
tho  7th  KVA  Division;  and  tho  War  Zone  D  area  of  long  Khonh  Province, 
where  strikes  were  directed  against  the  5th  VC  Division.. 

(c)  The  29th  Chemical  Detachment  assigned  tc  Headquarters,  II  FF0ECEV 
and  under  operational  control  of  the  G2  Targets  Division  continues  to  be 
one  of  the  principal  surveillance  toolo  of  tho  Targets  Division,  flying 
approximately  07  hours  in  this  quarter  on  airborne  perscnnol  detector 
(Sniffer)  missions.  The  dotaclment  also  flew  an  additional  69  hours  on 
defoliation  missions,  a  significant  incroaso  over  the  3 0  defoliation 
houro  flown  during  the  previoun  quarter. 

(7)  Description  and  Recapitulation  of  Enomy  Order  of  Battle. 

(a)  Deocription.  Tho  Contre.l  Office  of  South  Vietnam  (C0SVK)  roizaino 
tho  supreme  poll tical -military  hondquai'tcro  controlling  all  Viot  Cong  (VC) 
and  Korth  Vietn'jr.eoo  Army  (KVA)  activities  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam. 
Hilitory  units  in  Ill  CTZ  sro  subordinated  either  diroctly  to  C0SVK  or  to 
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ftio  of  eight  nooondnry  lorol  hoadqunrtoro  in  III  CTX.  (3oo  Inoloeuro  9)» 
There  wore  only  two  minor  ohtutgoo  in  tho  onony*o  military-political 
boundaries  during  the  quartos  and  tho  avotv  of  XII  Cl’Z  continues  to  bo 
!  divided  into  13  major  sub-division a.  Sub  Region  3  underwent  a  minor 
boundary  change  end  regained  Chau  TJmnh  District  which  placos  Tan  An 
City  book  into  Sub  Region  3.  In  addition,  tho  dlotricto  of  Fhuoc  Long 
Frovinoo  underwent  a  reorganisation  which  rcducod  tbs  nurbor  of  districts 
fron  8  to  4.  Four  of  tbo  sub  rogiono  ourr ounding  Saigon  continued  to 
function  r.o  political,  ocouoinio,  and  military  command  control  ntructureo 
directly  rubor diuato  to  COS W j  hovovor,  Sub  Region  4  wan  subordinated  to 
liilitory  Region  7  and,  no  euch,  wan  integrated  into  tho  military  region’ » 
planning  rntbar  then  acting  in  nn  independent  role.  Tho  cnomy  contini'od 
to  placo  fir  at  priority  on  tho  tiaintojicnoo  of  tho  diviDienal  unito  and, 
duriaig  thin  quarter,  these  unito  cctod  an  tbo  opaarliead  of  tho  enemy's 
offenoiuo.  After  eovorel  montho  of  cocond  priority  supply  end  roplace- 
eont  support,  tho  sub-regional  bnttalieno  plryod  a  clearly  secondary  role 
in  tho  post-Yet  offensive.  As  the  quarter  ended  it  appeared  that  thooe 
battalions  were  preparing  to  play  a  more  important  role  in  preparation 
for  anotbor  major  offensive  by  the  divisional  foroos. 

(b)  Significant  Order  of  Battle  Bovolopmonto , 

J.  The  number  end  effectivnoos  of  cnony  unite  in  tho  II  FF0RCK7  TAOI 
undorwont  several  significant  changes.  Pour  now  regiments  vero  confirmed 
in  HI  CV7. ,  raid  tbo  Thu  Duo  Regiment  woo  dicoolvnd  rcoulting  in  n  not 
gain  of  threo  cnouy  infantry  rogimonto.  Tho  number  of  enemy  nrtillory 
unito  underwent  a  further  expanoion,  marking  tho  onoiiy'D  efforts  to  pro¬ 
vide  firo  support  for  hie  greatly  augmented  nnd  dinperood  forces  in  tho 
oorpo  sooo.  Tho  number  of  infantry  battuliono  rooo  by  two,  reflecting  the 
battalions  of  tho  Shu  Duo  Rogichint  which  vxo  now  operating  indcpondently, 
eubordinato  to  Suh  Region  4«'  Tho  inoreaeo  iii  tho  nu-bor  of  er.ppor  bat¬ 
talions  io  an  Indication  of  tho  cmplianio  that  <hs  enemy  hao  placed  on 
tho  so  Viiito  during  tho  past  quartor.  Tho  table  bolov  portrays  tho  oombat 
effootiv£:ioDo  of  regirjonta  end  soperato  battaliono  at  tho  boginning  nnd 
c»d  -of  tho  quarter.  Unito  which  are  believod  to  bo  present,  but  not 
caafirc'jd  hro  shown  in  parentheses.  Tho  overall  Crop  in  combat  effec- 
tivcaoaB  of  tho  cnoity  unito  io  attributed  primarily  to  the  heavy  looses 
onfforod  in  tbo  poot-Tot  offensive. 
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2,  Although  tlio  composition  of  the  four  i/iain  divisions  wan  unoertain 
at  the  beginning  of  tho  quarter,  tho  subordination  of  tho  major  roginents 
had  boon  confined  by  tho  end  of  tho  quartor.  Tha  reasons  for  tho  un¬ 
certainty  concerning  tho  structure  of  all  tho  divioiono  except  the  9th 
VC  Division  vaa  tho  influx  of  now  regiments  from  n  CTZ  end  the  rods- 
ploymor.t  of  unitn  olroedy  confirmed  Jm  Ill  CTZ.  With  tho  advent  of  the 
post-Tot  offtnoive,  the  identification  of  unitG  and  their  DUbordination 
vno  olarified  by  tho  various  oourcoo  captured  on  an  aftermath  of  tho 
commit  tocmt  of  forcoa.  Only  tho  1st  KVA  Divioion  haa  not  been  confirmed 
aa  a  maneuver  unit  Binco  its  heodquartero  roinins  unlocated. 

i  Dooumanto  captured  following  an  attack  on  landing  Zone  Cront  on 
23  February  identified  tho  10B  KVA  Regiment  for  tho  first  tins  in  III 
CTZ.  This  regimont,  which  had  infiltrated  from  II  CTZ  in  lato  November 
or  early  December  I960,  waa  aubnoqucntly  identified  by  documents  end 
prieonorn  of  irar  an  being  oubordincto  to  tho  lat  .TVA  Diviaion.  In  II  . 

CTZ,  tho  unit  took  part  in  tho  Tet  Offcnnivo  of  1968,  aufforing  heavy 
loosen  in  an  attack  on  llha  Troag,  and  experienced  shortages  of  food  and 
supplies  and  health  problems.  Tho  1GB  Regimont  is  compo3od  of  the  7th, 

8th  and  9th  Inf entry  Battalions.  Tho  regimental  support  elements  are  the 
IJth  Itocoillecs  Rifle  (75n®)  Company,  14th  Mortar  Company,  15th  Anti- 
Alr craft  Company,  16th  Signal  Company,  17th  Transportation  Company,  18th 
Medical  Company,  19th  Engineer  Company  and  the  20th  Reconnaissance  Company. 
Tha  18B  NVA  Regiment,  with  an  estimated  strength  of  13OO,  haa  been  confirmed 
aa  an  enemy  maneuver  unit  subordinate  to  the  1st  KVA  Division. 

Tho  101D  KVA  Regiment  of  the  lat  KVA  Division,  identified  by  docu¬ 
ments,  prisoners  of  war,  end  ralliora  as  tho  unit  in  contact  at  Landing 
Zono  Grant  on  11  March,  has  been  oonfiraiod  in  tho  II  FF0HCE7  Order  of 
Battlo  holdings.  It  is  boliovod  that  this  unit  arrived  from  II  CTZ  on 
1  or  2  January.  Tho  101D  Regiment,  composed  of  throe  infantry  battalions 
(tho  iBt,  2d  and  3d),  headquarters  and  support  units,  has  on  estimated 
'  strength  of  1300,. 

5.  The  33d  KVA  Regiment  was  confirmed  as  a  combat  maneuver  element 
in  III  CTZ  at  the  beginning  of  the  quarter.  At  that  time  the  33d  Resi” 
neat  vaa  subordinate  to  the  5th  VC  Divioion.  It  lo  believed  that  in 
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March  the  33d  Regiment  probably  bocnme  subordinate  to  Military  Region  7» 
although  this  has  not  been  confirmed.  Tho  33<*  Regiment  has  an  estimated 
atrength  of  1250. 

I 

6  The  174th  KVA  Rogimcn .  vas  changed  from  a  pooalble  to  a  confirmed 
combat  maneuver  element  in  111  CTZ  in  early  February.  As  tho  oubordlnation 
of  the  5th  VC  Division  become  finalized,  it  vas  poooiblo  to  clarify  tho 
order  of  battle  holdings.  It  is  believed  that  each  regiment  of  tho  5th 
Division  ia  8upported  by  a  107ma  roeket-CRpablo  company  from  tbe  56th 
Artillery  Battalion.  The  otrength  of  the  174th  Regiment  at  the  end  of 
the  quarter  vao  placed  at  1250. 

2.  Documents  captured  on  19  February  south  of  Rang  Rang  indicated 
that  tbe  95th  HVA  Regiment  had  relocated  from  II  CTZ  during  tho  latter 
part  of  1968.  Thio  unit  has  suffered  heavy  casualties  since  1966  at  tho 
hands  of  DS,  ARVH  and  ROKA  forces.  Tho  95th  Regiment  is  composed  of 
tho  4th,  5th  and  6th  Infantry  Battalions.  Tho  regiment'o  ten  support 
conponieo  are  tho  16th  Recoilleos  Riflo  (75mm)  Company,  17th  Mortar  Con- 
pany,  18th  Signal  Company,  19th  Engincor  Company,  20th  ltodieftl  Company , 

21nt  Roconnaiuoanco  Company,  22d  Anti-Airoraft  Company,  2Jd  Transportation 
Company,  24th  Hospital  Company  und  tho  25th  Sapper  Company.  Information 
obtained  from  0  rallicr  and  a  prisoner  of  war  in  mid  March  norved  as  tho 
basis  for  confirming  tho  95th  Rogimont  ao  on  onomy  manouvor  dement  in 
III  CTZ.  The  otrength  of  this  unit  is  estimated  to  bo  1200. 

8  Documents,  prisoners  of  war  and  contacts  have  further  identified 
the  209th  (aka  320th  Regiment)  KVA  Regiment  in  the  Fishhook  area.  Thie 
unit  infiltrated  into  III  CTZ  in  tho  last  quarter  Bnd  hnd  been  hold  as  a 
possible  maneuver  element.  Howovor,  various  courcon  have  lod  to  tho 
•confirmation  of  the  320th  Regiment  ns  a  maneuver  element  in  III  CTZ,  subor¬ 
dinate  to  the  7th  KVA  Division.  Since  the  320th  Regiment  was  knovm  as 
tho  209th  Regiment  in  II  CTZ  and  in  order  to  ai old  confusion  with  tho 
32d  KVA  Regiment  whose  aka  is  tho  320th  Regiment,  the  320th  WVA  Regiment 
subordinate  to  the  7th  NVA  Division  was  redesignated  the  209th  KVA  Regi¬ 
ment  in  April.  The  atrength  of  tbs  209th  Regiment  is  estimated  at  1100. 

2.  Thc  subordination  of  the  32d  KVA  Regiment,  which  at  the  beginning 
of  the  quarter  was  held  ao  possibly  present  in  III  CTZ,  has  been  clarified. 
It-  is  believed  that-  the  32d  Regiment  Doved  from  II  CTZ  into  Binh  Long 
Provinco  in  Mey  1968  end  became  subordinate  to  the  ?th  KVA  Division. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  year,  this  regiment  moved  to  Ba  Thu  to  rpfit  and 
reBupply,  The  unit  then  deployed  to  Long  An  Province  in  preparation  for 
tho  Winter-Spring  Campaign.  The  32d  Regiment  is  composed  of  the  M»  X5 
and  X6  Infantry  Battalions  and  has  at  least  nine  end  possibly  ten  support 
coopanios.  In  addition  to  its  relocation  to  Sub  Region  3,  the  32d  Regi¬ 
ment  hao  been  redeoignated  ao  tho  lot  KVA  Regiment,  confirmed  ns  an  onomy 
maneuver  oloment  in  III  CTZ  and  oubordinatc  to  CCSVK.  Tho  present 
otrength  of  the  1st  KVA  Regiment  is  1350  men. 

10  Documents  and  a  prisoner  revoal  that  there  hao  been  a  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  Sub  Region  4'n  military  forces  in  Auguot-Septembor  1968,'  The 
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1st  Tliu  IVio  Regiment  wan  disbanded  an  u  oinnouvor  olni.-ini  In  Ill  CTZ. 

Ita  K  and  ii(  Uatt.altnnii  warn  confSnaod  au  muiieiwer  oloi.’inte  subordinate 
to  tho  SJnli  liugion.  Tho  IF,  Sapper  Battalion  wan  nlno  ditibanded  and  Ito 
subordinate  units,  tho  Mil  3appor  Company,  the  2}d  K  iciuuiizad  Company  and 
tho  21l>th  Higlnoor  Company  worn  made  lndujvildont  compatilos  subordinate 
to  Cub  Rag ion  4 .  The  2d  Sapper  Company  van  strengthened  and  upgraded  to 
bocomo  tho  1X5  Water  Supper  Battalion.  Tho  morlor,  raoolllono  rifle, 
and  onti-nirernft  oompanloa  of  tin  tut  Thu  Duo  Regiment  wore  roformod 
into  tho  D6  Uuavy  Weapons  Battalion.  All  of  thoeo  now  unite  aro  confirmed 
and  subordinate  to  Sub  Hogion  4. 

11  The  Cuu  Long  II  Rcgimanti  whioh  woo  last  identified  as  a  regi¬ 
ment  in  May  I960,  hue  Boon  dropped  ao  a  roglmuntal  headquarters  in  3uh 
Region  2.  After  tin  May  Offensive,  prlnonore  and  doounentB  modo  roferonoa 
only  to  tho  unify  bnttallonn  and  not  to  tho  regiment  itoelf,  On  the 
baeio  of  those  indicationu,  tho  aubordi nation  of  tho  four  battoliona 

(tho  6th|  26'fth,  269th  and  jOQth  Main  Moron  Battoliona)  hao  boon  changed 

from  tho  Cuu  Long  IX  Regiment  to  Sub  Region  2.  Those  unite  are  all  con* 

firmed  and  havo  a  oombinod  strength  of  1000. 

12  The  identification  by  dooumonto  and  prlnonors  of  war  of  varioue 

elements  of  tlio  96th  Artillory  Reniwont  hao  led  tho  C2  II  PFORCKV  Order 
of  Battle  Sootion  to  confirm  tho  96th  Artillery  Rcgimont  aa  a  combat  sup¬ 
port  olement.  Tho  96th  Rogiment  in  compound  of  three  bnttaliono.  Thoee 
subordinate  unlln,  with  a  strength  of  approximately  2J0  mon  onch,  havo 
boon  rodonignatud  tho  KJ,  K4  and  K5  Bnttaliono.  Tho  KJ  and  K4  Battalions 

wore  previously  known  as  K33  and  KJ4,  roopooti voly,  and  are  confirmed 

elements.  Tho  K5  Battalion  io  bolievod  to  havo  boon  tho  5^d  Battnllon 
and  will  bo  connidorod  only  possibly  proaont  until  this  1b  oonfirmod. 

Tho  96th  Artillory  Reglraont  is  aubordinato  to  tho  69th  Artillery  Command 
end  hao  an  estimated  strength  of  825. 

..  DoouraentB  and  prisoners  oapturod  on  11  March  havo  lad  to  tho  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  128th  Artillery  Battalion  in  Ill  CTZ.  Aooording  to  a 
prisoner,  the  120th  Battalion  in  ooraposod  of  two  ooiaponies  of  60  mon 
eaoh  and  has  a  107mm  and  122mm  rocket  capability.  It  ie  beli'evod  that 
thin  battalion  ban  elemants  diaperood  tltroughout  Sub  Region  2.  On  the 
basis  of  this  Information,  the  128th  Artillery  Battalion  has  been  con¬ 
firmed  as  a  oorabut  support  unit  subordinate  to  Sub  Region  2.  Tho  total 
atrongth  of  the  battalion  is  ostimated  to  bo  140  men, 

14  Dooumonts  and  prisoners  have  lod  tho  Order  of  Battle  seotion  to 
oonfirm  the  ex^stenoo  of  the  21 1th  Sappor  Battalion  subordinate  to  Sub 
Region  3.  Tho  unit  is  couponed  of  four  eotjp&ni.a,  two  of  whioh  are 
known  to  bo  subordinate  to  Sub  Region  J  and  two  of  whioh  aro  beliovod 
to  be  aubordinato  to  Sub  Region  2,  A  prisoner  stated  that  tho  211th 
Sapper  Battalion  in  Sub  Region  J  wne  oxpeoting  two  roplaoemont  elements 
now  in  Bo  Thu.  Tho  etrongth  of  this  ooppor  unit  ie  ostimated  at  175. 

i5.  At  the  boginning  of  tho  quarter  tho  22d  Artillery  Battalion  was 
carried  aa  a  possible  maneuver  element  in  III  CTZ,  subordinate  to  th» 
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1st  RVA  Division.  However,  when  thn  cODiponition  of  tint  lut  Uivialun  use 
Clftrtftnd  in  mill  March,  tho  donlgnnt  Ion  of  thn  2?u  Artillery  ButtlO  Ion 
vus  changed  to  thn  IJth  1IVA  Artillery  Riittul l»n.  At  present,  thin  unit, 
With  an  ciotl'.ilml  strongth  of  225,  in  uni  o'  it.-d  and  iincnnf  ircnd,  hut 
possibly  with  thn  1st  Division  Headqimr lore. 

a  Documents  oapturod  in  unrly  April  By  tliu  tot  Australian  Tunic  Boro* 
indicated  that  tho  67 th  Engineer  Battalion  of  Military  Region  7  may  hnvo 
boon  dlunolvuA.  Rofuienou  lo  tiudo  to  n  D329  Koplnupr  Sapper  Battalion, 
prosently  being  carried  as  an  nclmlniotnitivo  unit  in  HI  CM,  which  prob¬ 
ably  arrived  In  TV  won  of  operations  in  tlovonbor  i960.  Thin  unit  wan 
composed  of  a  headquarters  unit,  throo  corap.iniorj  (C25,  C26  and  C27),  a 
signal  unit  and  a  rooonnnlaiianoo  unit.  It  in  believed  that  tho  lot 5 
abeorbed  poraonnol  from  tho  67th  Kuginoor  Battalion  in  orilor  to  iraprovo 
tho  cappor  capability  in  Military  Ration  '/•  Until  wore  ovldenco  can  bo 
obtained  to  oonflym  this  dovulopiuens,  thn  67th  Unglniior  Battalion  will 
bo  carried  aa  ft  poooiblu  unit  oubordinato  to  Military  Nation  7* 

XL  Tho  organization  and  funotion  of  Military  Region  7  haul  boon  further 
olarifiod.  Thin  ooumtmd,  formed  in  early  I960,  ie  an  intoiuo diary  botwoon 
COSVN  and  tho  Military  forces  of  onntorn  III.  <7f2.  Alno  It  io  bolloved 
that  Military  Region  7  and  tho  5th  VC  Divioion  coordinated  in  the  Spring 
Offsnulve  to  at  took  tho  Long  llinh/UUn  Boa  complex.  Military  IloGion  7 
hao  command  and  control  ovor  the  forcon  of  C-1  Province,  Bub  Region  4, 

VC  Bu  Bicn  1’rovinco  and  poenibly  Wnv  Zone  1>.  Tho  2 74 th  Regiment  io  diroot- 
ly  imbordinato  to  T7  and  tho  74th  Artillery  Regiment,  which  is  oubordinato 
to  tho  69th  Avtillory  Command,  in  undor  thn  operational  oontrol  of  Mili¬ 
tary  Region  7.  Furthermore,  tho  53d  Hngiwunl  and  tho  1)67  Rngineor  Bst- 
tftlion  nro  probably  subordinate  to  Ty,  Tho  oub  regions  and  provinoeo 
will  continue  to  exist  for  tho  control  of  their  oubordinutu  units  in  oane 
T7  is  no  longer  neodod.  Military  Region  7  does  >'ot  have  a  roar  service 
group  but  tho  Slot  nnd  84th  Ronr  Service  Groups  provide  loglstlonl  nupport. 

J8,  Information  wan  obtained  which  olarifiod  tho  reorganization  of 
VO  Districts  in  Phuoo  Long  Provinoa  during  July-Soptenber  1968.  Tho 
numbar  of  distriotii  was  roduotd  from  night  to  four.  Tho  now  diotrioto 
aro  K-16,  K-17,  K-25  and  K-29.  Tho  K**1 6  and  K-17  districts  wore  bnnloally 
unohongod.  Tho  old  K-14  hao  boon  rodosignatod  tho  K-25  distriot.  Tho 
K-29  Bistrict  Party  Committee  is  composed  ef  the  eastern  part  of  tho 
province,  X-1Q,  K-19  and  port  of  K-10.  Eaoh  now  dlstriot  oncompoaoos  a 
major  populated  weft.  This  i«  probably  to  provide  maximum  oontrol  of 
thono  popul.ation  centers  both  politically  and  militarily. 

19  Doouiionto  captured  in  January  suggost  a  boundary  change  in  Sub 
Region  3,  Lists  rafloot  the  subordination  of  the  districts  of  Chan  Thanh, 
Ten  Tru,  Can  Buoo,  Can  Oiuoo  and  llha  Bo  to  tho  sub  region.  Tho  lnolualon 
of  Ohnn  Thanh  Pistriot  (aka  Hinh  Phuoo  Distriot)  in  theso  doou.v.ontn  in 
•Tidanoo  that  Tan  An  (oka  long  An  City),  the  capital  olty  of  Long  An 
Province,  and  the  oapital  distriot  of  Chan  Thanh  are  now  subordinate  to 
Sub  Region  3« 
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?0  Indications  are  that  new  Dapper  olamunto  ore  itoirvi  formed  In  Hub 
h.igtna  S.  Unoui-.nntet  prisoners  Wid  rallltro  havo  ldontlflod  various 
slum,  rita  aucli  au  the  "iipoolal  Mobile  Onmp  (Sopper)"  of  15*J  men  divided 
Into  throe  i-;t  oolln,  the  "2d  RiUigor  Force"  of  C'j  non  organised  Into  thr«» 
platoons  c.iid  tho  "K5  Sapper  Battalion".  Thuro  in  evidence  that  tin  Bong 
Kai  Ku;:imnnt  has  provided  pnreonnol  ami  training  In  ordur  to  lnoroacc 
tho  tapper  rooonnni  nuance  capability  In  Sub  Region  5*  However,  tliouo 
unLtu  will  not  bo  nddod  to  tin  orrtov  of  buttle  holding!)  until  uiora  nub- 
utontial  information  lo  obtained. 

21  Thera  hao  boon  a  notiooable  degradation  of  VO  local  foroo  unit* 
in  Sub  Region  }  and  rion  in  NVA  participation.  Tho  arrival  of  tho  lot 
HVA  Regiment  in  Long  in  Frovlnoo  brought  tho  relative  n  tub  or  of  KVA  in 
tha  sub  region  to  50  poroont  of  the  anmiy  foroo.  From  February  1958  to 
February  1969,  Allied  operations  had  resulted  in  a  ehift  in  tho  ooapoai- 
tion  of  forces  in  Sub  Rogion  J  from  100  percent  VC  to  50  porosnt  VO  and 
50  percent  KVA  with  no  riee  in  the  overall  onony  stroegth  in  the  area* 


(o)  Recapitulation. 

1  Tho  VC  region*,  provinces  and  apaoial  aonen  in  111  OTZ  controlled 
41  looal  companies  and  19  bocal  Foroe  platoona.  (llotoi  local  oompenie* 
and  platoona  with  a  strength  of  40  or  undor  are  considered  platoons). 


2  Tho  battalions  and  rogimontal  aired  units 

are  as  follows i 

loaated  within  HI  CTZ 

jrajl 

SUBORDINATION 

74th  HVA  Artillary  Regiment 

69th  VC  Artillery  Command 

96th  NVA  ArtiUory  Regiment 

69th  VO  Artillery  Command 

208th  NVA  Artillery  Regiment  . 

69th  VO  Artillery  Oommand 

56th  VO  AnU-Airora.ft  Battalion 

69 tb  VO  Artillery  Oommand 

5Qth  VO  Artillery  Battalion 

69th  VC  Artillery  Command 

let  HVA  Regiment 

oosvn 

66th  VO  HF  Boa#  Seourity  Reglmont 

003 VH 

46th  VO  HF  Reoonnaiteanoe  Battalion 

COSVH 

2d  VO  HP  Guard  Battalion 

COSVN 

18B  HVA  Reginent 

1»t  KVA  Divioion 

950  KVA  Regiment 

let  KVA  Division 
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101 D  KVA  Regiment 

95th  KVA  Rogimunt 

174th  IIVA  Regiment 

275th  VO  Regiment 

22d  VC  Artillery  Battalion 

24th  HVA  Anti-Aircraft  Battalion 

141 Bt  NVA  Regiment 

165th  NVA  Regiment 

209th  NVA  Roglmont 

271#t  VO  Roglmont 

272d  VC  Roglmont 

27Jd  VC  Regiment 

22d  VC  Artillery  Bottelion 

24th  VO  Anti-Aircraft  Battalion 

68th  NVA  Regiment 

101 nt  NVA  Regiment 

268th  VO  MP  Regiment 

1«t  VO  Iff  Battalion 

2d  VO  W' Battalion 

6th  VO  Artillery  Battalion 

6th  VO  HP  Battalion 

D16  NVA  Battalion 

24 2d  NVA  Battalion 

267th  VO  HP  Battalion 

269th  VO  HP  Battalion 


Field  Kort-e  Vietnam  for 
-  (El)  (W-DH0-T0-A)(0) 

uimftuiiiiui'PTriN 

let  NVA  Divlnlon 

5th  VC  Dlvialon 

5th  VC  Dlvialon 

5th  VC  Dlvialon 

5th  VC  Division 

5th  VC  Dlvialon 

7th  NVA  Dlvialon 

7th  NVA  Dlvialon 

7th  NVA  Dlvialon 

9th  VC  Division 

9th  VO  Division 

9th  VO  Division 

9th  VC  Dlvialon 

9th  VC  Division 

Sub  Region  1 

Bub  Region  1 

Sub  Region  1 

Cub  Region  1 

Sub  Rogion  1 

Sub  Rogion  1 

Sub  Region  2 

BUb  Region  2 

Sub  Rogion  2 

Sub  Rogion  2 

SVb  Region  2 
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imiT 

BUMHiDINATlGn 

500th  VC  MF  Battullon 

Sub  Region  2 

264th  HVi  Until  Hon 

Sub  Region  2 

120th  Artillery  BnUulion 

Sub  Region  2 

211th  KVA  Supper  Battalion 

Sub  Roglon  3 

265th  VC  MF  Battalion 

Bub  Region  3 

506th  VC  MF  Battalion 

Sub  Hogion  3 

500th  VC  MF  Battalion 

Bub  Region  3 

520th  VO  MF  Battalion 

Sub  Region  3 

Bong  Phu  KVA  Battalion 

Sub  Region  3 

Bong  Nnl  VC  Regiment 

Sub  Rogion  5 

Spooial  Action  Kloment 

Sub  Region  6 

B14  VC  LF  Battalion 

Toy  Mini)  Province 

33d  KVA  Regiment 

Probably  Military  Region  7 

274th  VO  MF  Regiment 

Military  Region  7 

2d  VO  MF  Battalion 

Bub  Region  4 

4th  VO  MF  Battalion 

Sub  Region  4 

6th  lloavy  Weapono  Battalion 

Sub  Region  4 

Oth  Viator  Sapper  Battalion 

Sub  Region  4 

Bonn  10  VO  MF  Sappar  Battalion 

Sub  Region  4, 

B1  VO  I0F  Sappar  Battalion 

VT-1  Province 

B2  VO  LF  Sappor  Battalion 

0-1  Provinoc 

B44O  VO  W  Battalion 

Ba  Sian  Province 

B445  VO  IF  Battalion 

'  Ba  Bien  Province 

Boon  Song  Be  KVA  Battalion 

Military  Region  10 

\>  MU  au^uwux--'  - 
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i  Unite  poonibly  prenent  In  Ill  CT2  an  llnted  below* 


a;  it 

13th  NVA  Artillery  Rut tnl I011 

Zlet  Imiopendent  VC  MF  Battalion 

22d  KVA  Artillery  Buttullon 

24th  KVA  Anti -Airorof t  Battalion 

Ola  Dinh  4  VC  MF  Sapper  Battalion 

9th  VC  Artillery  Battalion 

12th  VC  HP  Sapper  Reoonnaiusance  Battalion 

Jd  Artillery  Battullon 

D1  VC  IF  Battalion 

67th  HVA  Kngihuor  Battalion 

D16G  VC  J.F  Battalion 

1)360  VO  J.F  Battalion 

(d)  Summary  of  Recent  Aativdtico. 


RiwonmiuTioH 
let  KVA  llivialon 
5th  VC  Dlviftlon 
7th  KVA  Dlviaion 
7th  HVA  Dlviaion 
Sub  Region  1 
Bub  Region  1 
Bub  Region  2 
Bub  Rogion  3 
Tny  Hint)  Trovinoo 
Military  Rogion  7 
Ihuoo  long  lYovinoo 
Mlnh  long  Irovinoo 


1  The  quarter  Bogan  with  tho  ennny  iw-king .  Ilia  final  preparation!) 
for  hia  pont-l'ct  offonnive.  By  mid -February  or.  'my  divinionul  units 
were  olouing  into  the  areas  donJgnated  for  the  initiation  of  offonnive 
activity.  Activity  in  tho  oorpsi  rone  dropped  to  extremely  low  levels 
in  mid-February  «o  tho  onnoiy  celebrated  hie  Tot  holiday  in  tho  uoocnd 
wool:  of  tho  month  anil  than  obnnrvcd  a  000110  fire  period  from  17-22  Feb¬ 
ruary.  On  the  night  of  22  February  the  onoiry  initialed  bin  long  awaited 
offonoive.  During  tho  last  week  of  February  enemy  initiated  inoidenta 
rone  very  aharply  as  the  enemy  attempted  to  engage  allied  ,tnut«ll»tionu 
all  over  the  eorps  zono.  In  Haroh,  attacks  againiit  allied  base  efunpe 
continued  and  attacks  by  lira  wore  mtieroue  tend  heavy.  In  general  the 
enemy  poct-Tet  offensive  enjoyed  heavier  fire  nupport  than  any  previous 
enemy  offenaivei  The  only  phase  of  the  offonuive  whioh  achieved  limited 
military  euooaaaoa  wore  oappor  aotionn.  Tho  commitment  of  major  enemy 
olcmente  was  unsoordirmted,  frequently  Jnopt  and  invariably  oontly  in 
terme  of  oaaualtiee.  The  enemy  desor, titrated  that  ho  etill  had  a  useful 
military  oapubility  but  did  00  only  nt  the' oeet  of  tho  higheot  oaHusl.tiee 
eufforod  einoo  tho  May  Offensive  in  1968.  Among  tho  faetora  which  helped 
to  blunt  tho  ora-my's  offensive  worn  tho  massive  logiiitioal  losses  which 
the  enesy  eufforod  and  tho  ofl'ootive  plaooraent  of  B-52  otrikeo  on  enemy 
units  as  they  attempted  to  nans  for  tho  offonuive.  Tim  enemy's  efforts 
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during  the  qwirter  failed  to  bring  about  tho  reeulte  tli/it  he  was  striving 
for, but  at  tho  end  of  tho  quarter  ho  appeared  to  bo  regrouping  and  re¬ 
supplying  for  another  attempt  to  force  the  withdrawal  of  U3  forcoo  and 
tho  ocooptunoo  of  a  coalition  government  in  South  Vietnam. 

£  lot  NVA  D'visJoni  At  tho  beginning  of  tho  quarter,  tho  hoad- 
quarters  of  tho  1st  NVA  Division  woo  unlooutod,  end  tho  co:;i]'oui.tion  of 
tho  division  wan  uncertain.  Tho  division  was  thought  to  bo  compoood  of 
tho  95C  and  32d  NVA  Regiments  and  nn  unidentified  regiment.  On  23  Feb¬ 
ruary  the  1GB  NVA  Regiment,  the  previously  unidentified  regiment,  which 
hnd  relocated •  from  II  CTZ,  was  identified  in  an  attach  on  Landing  Zone 
Grant.  Tho  1st  NVA  Division  did  not  play  a  major  role  during  tho  Spring 
offensive  except  to  attempt  to  tie  down  the  25th  US  Infantry  Division. 

On  7-0  March,  tho  95c  Regiment  attacked  Landing  Zodo  Grant,  losing  157 
mon.  Ralliere  and  prisoners  stated  that  the  33<i  Regiment  had  been  re¬ 
placed  by  the  101L  Regiment,  which  hnd  oloo  relocated  from  II  CTZ.  ThiB 
unit  was  identified  on  11  March  in  an  attack  on  Landing  Zono  Grant  in 
which  its  1st  Battalion  loot  66  men.  Attacks  on  tho  Tau  Tiong  and  Tey 
Kinh  Convoys  during  March  cost  the  1st  Division  a  total  of  122  mon.  By 
the  end  of  March  the  95C,  1GB  and  101D  Regiments  wore  confirmed  an  being 
subordinate  to  the  1st  Division.  Documents  indicated  that  on  or  about  10 
April  the  95C  Regiment  traded  areas  of  operation  with  the  IBB  Regiment. 

The  95C  Regimont  is  believed  to  have  withdrawn  to  northern  War  Zone  C  to 
refit  and  replace  it3  heavy  losses,  while  the  1GB  Regiment  moved  into 
southeast  War  Zone  C  and  eastern  Toy  Ninh  Provinces.  This  unit  lost  102 
killed  and  6  prisoners  in  two  contacts  north  and  northwest  of  Dau  Tieng 
on  17  and  18  April.  The  101D  Regiment  is  believed  to  be  located  in 

western  War  Zone  C.  At  the  end  of  the  quarter  tho  strength  of  the  division 

was  estimated  to  bo  4,625* 

I 

i  5th  VC  Division «  Tho  relocation  of  tho  5th  VC  Division  to  War 
Zone  D  was  generally  completed  by  the  begiiming  of  February.  The  33d 
NVA  Regiment  and  the  275th  VC  Regiment  wore  in  southeastern  War  Zone  D 

and  the  174th  NVA  Regiment  was  located  in  west  central  War  Zono  D. 

Various  sources  indicated  that  the  5th  Division  had’ moved  to  forward 
staging  areas  in  preparation  for  tho  offensive  against  the  Long  Binli/ 

•Bien  Uoa  complex.  A  fourth  regiment,  tho  95th  NVA  RegimeDt  from  II  CTZ, 
had  been  added  to  the  5th  Division  for  a  total  strength  of  6,650  men. 

The  5th  Division  spearheaded  the  Spring  Offensive  on  the  night  of  22-23 
February  with  attacks  against  targets  in  the  Long  Binh  -  Bien  Hoa  -  Bear¬ 
cat  area.  It  was  supported  by  the  274th  Regiment,  local  fofee  and  sapper 
units.  These  attacks  during  the  first  week  of  the  offensive  vere  not 
well  executed  and  resultc&in  a  total  loos  of  nearly  600  killed  or  captured. 
Following  those  abortive  attacks  tho  5th  Division  withdrew  to  base  areas  • 
in  War  Zone  D.  Elements  of  ths  5th  Division  were  again  active  toward 
the  end  of  March.  The  most  significant  contact  took  place  on  24-25  March 
northwest  of  Tuo  Trung  with  tho  3d  Mobile  Strike  Force  Command  which 
resulted  in  208  enemy  killed.  During  April  the  regiments  of  the  5th 
Division  were  out  of  major  contact,  refitting  and  receiving  replacements. 

It  iB  believed  tlvat  tho  33<1  Regiment  became  subordinate  to  Military 
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Region  7  at  this  time.  At  the  end  of  ths  quarter,  the  5th  Division,  with 
an  estimated  strength  of  4.935.  had  two  rogiments,  the  174th  and  275th 
in  War  Zone  D  and  a  forward  element,  the  95th  Regiment,  deployed  in  U-1 
Rrovinoo  and  possibly  Bn  Bien  Province, 

4.  7th  VC  Division:  At  the  beginning  of  the  quarter  priBOnore, 
rail! ere  and  documents  indicated  a  change  in  tlie  composition  of  t1»o 
7th  KVA  Division.  The  520th  (aka  209th)  11VA  Regiment,  which  had  for¬ 
merly  been  hold  directly  subordinate  to  C03VII,  replaced  the  32d  KVA 
Regiment,  which  relocated  to  Long  An  Province.  The  141  at  KVA  Regiment 
was  the  only  unit  identified  in  contact  during  the  first  phase  of  the 
poet-Tet  offensive.  Its  attack  on  Fire  Supjwrt  Bose  Mahono  on  24  Feb¬ 
ruary  was  followed  by  similar  attacks  on  that  base  by  the  165th  end 
320th  KVA  Regiments  in  mid  March.  This  indicated  a  southviard  movement 

by  the  entiro  division.  According  to  prisoners,  n)*i'-il  pre-emptive  actions 
halted  this  deployment.  The  7th  Division  operations  were  further  dis¬ 
rupted  by  Operation  Atlas  Wedge  in  March,  which  forced  the  division  out 
of  the  Michelln  Plantation,  scattered  its  major  clomcntB  and  inflicted 
an  estimated  400  casualties  on  the  divinion.  In  April  the  141st  and  320th 
Regiments  moved  north  to  refit  and  regroup,  whilo  the  165th  Regiment  had 
the  mission  of  returning  to  and  defending  operating  areas  in  the  Michelln. 
The  7th  Division  avoided  major  contact  throughout  the  month.  The  320th 
Regiment  was  redesignated  the  209th  Regiment,  its  traditional  II  CTZ  des¬ 
ignation,  to  avoid  confusion  with  the  32d  Regiment  which  was  also  known 
as  the  320th  Regiment.  At  the  end  of  the  quarter,  the  141st  Regiment 
was  believed  to  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Michelin.  The  esti¬ 
mated  strength  of  the  division  was  revised  upward  to  5,050  as  a  result 
of  expected  replacements. 

5,  9th  VC  Divinion:  At  tho  beginning  of  the  reporting  period,  the 
9th  VC  Division  avoided  major  contacts  and  remained  in  its  baso  areas 
along  tho  Cambodian  border.  Rccojinaioonnoo  cltsonts  from  all  three 
regiments  vero  identified  along  approach  routes  to  Saigon,  but  the  272d 
Regiment  who  the  only  9th  Division  unit  identified  during  the  February 
offensive.  Attacks  on  Firo  Support  Base  Diamond  on  ?5  and  25  February 
resulted  in  a  total  loss  of  206  killed  and  3  captured.  During  March 
all  of  the  regiments  vero  identified  in  a  number  of  heavy  contacts  in 
the  Angel’s  Wing  and  Ben  Soi  areas.  Rocomiaissnnce  elements  continued 
to  be  identified  along  approaches  to  Saigon  in  Sub  Region  1,  Sub  Region 
2  and  Toy  Ninh  I’rovincc,  but  no  movement  to  tho  capital  vas  detected. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  quarter  the  9th  Division  was  again  active.  On  15 
April  all  three  regiments  were  identified  in  an  attack  on  Patrol  Baso 
Diemond,  which  resulted  in  198  killed  and  8  prisoners.  The  272d  Regi¬ 
ment  was  tentativoly  identified  in  another  attack  on  17  April,  bringing 
the  total  Iobs  in  these  two  attacks  on  Patrol  Base  Diamond  to  218  killed 
and  9  captured.  The  quarter  ended  with  a  major  attack  on  25  April  by 
9th  Division  elements  on  Patrol  Base  Frontier  City,  a  newly  established 
base  north  of  the  Angel's  Wing,  resulting  in  21 3  killed  and  6  captured. 

The  regiments  will  probably  remain  in  their  base  camp's  along  the  Cambodian 
border  to  refit  and  resupply.  The  strength  of  the  division  is  estimated 
at  4.700. 
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£  New  Regiments,  During  tho  quarter  three  additional  regicionte 
were  confirmed  an  having  relocated  from  II  CTZ  to  III  CTZ.  Tho  IBB  and 
101D  Regiments,  which  are  believed  to  have  arrived  in  III  Corps  in 
December  r.nd  January  reepectivoly,  became  uubordinnte  to  the  let  NVA 
Divieion  in  Tap  Ninh  Provinoe.  The  95th  KVA  Regiment,  which  infiltrated 
in  lr.te  December,  beoame  eubordinate  to  tho  5tl>  VC  Divieion  in  V/ar  Zone 
i'.  Tho  95th  Regiment  has  not  boon  pooitivuly  identified  in  any  major 
contacts,  while  the  other  two  regimonto  have  been  quite  active.  Both 
the  1GH  and  95th  Regiments  have  nssumod  tho  forward  pocition  for  thoir 
reopeotivc  divisions  in  ordor  to  maintain  a  preocnco  while  tho  other 
unito  refit  and  reoupply, 

I _  1st  NVA  Regiment i  At  the  beginning  of  the  quarter  it  become 
evident  that  tho  32d  NVA  Regimont  hod  changed  ite  eubordination  from 
the  7th  NVA  Division  to  C03VN.  This  independent  unit  was  identified  in 
Long  An  Province  in  mid-Maroh  under  tho  new  designation  of  the  iBt  KVA 
Regiment.  During  tho  month  of  April  tho  iBt  Regiment  loot  over  100  man 
in  a  number  of  company  sized  contacts  in  the  Bon  Luo  -  Raoh  Xion  area. 

The  1st  KVA  Regiment,  w- th  a  strength  of  approximately  1,350,  was  dis¬ 
persed  in  southwestern  Sub  Region  3  at  tho  ond  of  tho  quarter. 

8  88th  NVA  Regiment t  Tha  88th  NVA  Regiment,  operating  from  its 
base  area  In  tho  Ho  Bo  -  Boi  Loi  area,  .was  the  only  major  unit  involved 
in  significant  pre-offensive  contacts.  A  total  of  70  men  were  killed  in 
three  engagements  in  western  Binh  Duong  Province  on  8  and  16  February.  . 
In  the  regiment's  only  othor  major  contact,  the  3d  Battalion  lost  179 
men  in  a  two  day  battle  with  the  25th  US  Infantry  Division  on  4“5  March 
northwest  of  Trung  Lap.  The  unit  avoided  contact  in  the  Ho  Bo  -  Boi  Loi 
Woods  area  for  the  remainder  of  the  quarter.  The  strength  of  the  88th 
Regiment  is  estimated  to  be  1,100. 

2.  101st  NVA  Regiment!  At  the  beginning  of  the  quarter  tho  101st 
NVA  Regiment  romained  out  of  oontaot  in  tho  Boi  Loi  -  Trapezoid  area. 

The  regiment  did  not  take  part  in  thp  first  phase  of  the  poet-Tot 
offennive  and  did  not  commit  its  forces  to  a  major  contact  until  tho 
end  of  March.  On  25  March  the  3d  Battalion  ambushed  the  Toy  Ninh  con¬ 
voy  northeast  of  Go  Dnu  Ha,  losing  66  killed  and  5  captured.  Elemontn 
of  the  25th  US  Infantry  Division  engaged  what  was  later  identified  as  • 
the  2d  Battalion,  101st  Regiment  on  20  Maroh  east  of  Co  Dau  Hoa  and  in¬ 
flicted  a  loss  of  55  man.  Tho  identification  of  those  battalions  in  the 
southwestern  Boi  Loi  Woods  aroa  indioatod  that  Operation  Atlas  Wedge  had 
forced  n  redeployment  of  the  101st  Regiment  from  the  Trapezoid  area. 
However,  there  were  indications  by  the  e  d  of  the  quarter  that  the  101st 
Regiment,  with  an  estimated  strength  of  100,  had  moved  back  to  ite 
traditional  areas  in  the  Trapozoid. 

10  Dong  Nai  Regiments  The  Dong  Nai  Regiment  avoided  major  contact 
throughout  the  quarter.  Prisoners  and  ralliera  stated  that  a  rice  short¬ 
age  and  B-52  strikes  necessitated  the  dispersal  of  the  regiment  into 
platoon  sized  unite^.  At  the  end  of  the  quarter  tha  K1  Battalion  vaB 
identified  north  of  Tan  Uyen,  tho  K2  Battalion  was  probably  in  the  An 
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Son  area,  the  K3  Battalion  wan  placed  in  tho  Lai  Khe  -  Binh  h?y  uroa 
and  the  K4  Battalion  had  elements  in  tho  An  Son,  Lai  Khe  and  Binh  Ity 
areas.  The  strength  of  the  Dong  Nni  Regiment  ie  estimatod  to  be  1,225. 

11  Sub  Kogionoi  With  tho  exception  of  Sub  Regions  1  and  3  and  tho 
first  phono  of  tho  offensive,  aotivity  in  tho  oub  rcgionn  wno  light  to 
nodornte.  Aotivity  in  Sub  Jlogion  1  wan  moderate  to  heavy  for  moot  of 
tho  quarter  no  the  more  than  divisional  sized  sub-regional  foi-co  there 
oxer  ted  its  strength.  V/ith  tho  relocation  of  tho  1st  KVA  Regiment  to 
Long  An  Rrovinoo,  activity  incronsod  in  April  in  Sub  Region  Of  tho 
main  force  units,  the  268th  VC  Main  Foroe  Battalion  of  Sub  Rogion  1 
suffered  the  heaviest  losses  An  sovoral  March  and  April  contacts.  This 
aotivity  was  believed  to  be  a  possible  screen  for  the  southern  movement 
of  other  units.  Sub  Region  1  was  also  the  scene  of  the  enemy's  most 
successful  attack.  Cto  26  February  the  perimeter  of  the  Cu  Chi  Base 
Camp  was  broached  by  a  newly  organized  task  force  typo  3d  Sapper  Bat¬ 
talion,  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  sovaral  helicopters  at  a  loss 
of  31  killed  and  7  captured. 

(8)  Vc/nvA  Battle  Losses. 


(a)  Overall  Personnel  and  Materiel  Losses: 
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in  Caoheo.  One  of  tho  -lajor  factors  which  caused  the 
post-Tet  offensive  was  the  discovery  by  allied  forces 

of  large  quantities  of  food  and  materiel  in  onony  caches.  The  enemy' b 
supply  system,  based  on  tho  clandestine  movement  of  materiel  and  caches 
in  intermediate  and  forward  areas,  although  a  potential  weakness,  has 
worked  with  notable  success  in  the  past.  During  tho  past  quarter,  how¬ 
ever,  allied  operations  have  uncoverod  an  unprecedented  amount  of  materiel 
in  enemy  oaches,  including  munitions,  weapons  and  food. 


MATERIEL  CAPTURED  FROM  ENEMY  CACHES 
February  -  April  1969 
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Total 

122mm  Rockets 

I63 
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February 

March 

April 

Total 

Mortar  R<'n\dn 

5101 

7459 

4368 

14920 

Kecuixlcau  Rll’lo  Rovmda 

2221 
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373 

3664 

Small  Anno  Ammunition 

357,700 

175,337 

215,656 

748,693 

Oronadon 

4066 

3691 

186J 

9620 

M.itif  o  and  Booby  Trapn 

664 
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1360 

Individual  Weapons 

615 

313 

636 

1564 

(  row  Suvvod  Weapon a 

155 

40 

103 

370 

Rioo  (tons) 

674.6 

.  72.6 

200.1 

■  947.3 

Tho  inpaot  of  those  lounun  plnyod  an  important  role  In  keeping  tho  onomy 
from  providing  tho  masoivo  fire  support  that  ho  hnd  planned  for  his  offon- 
uivo.  In  addition,  the  lone  of  this  enormous  quantity  of  rioe  had  a 
sharp  offoot  on  cmoiqy  morale.  Thio  quantity  of  rioo  would  hnvo  providod 
moro  than  ono  million  daily  rations,  onou/h  to  havo  fed  oil  tho  onomy 
in  111  CTZ  for  nlinont  ono  third  of  tho  ported. 

(9)  VO/NVA  Taotioe. 

(a)  During  tho  quarter  tho  onoitiy  was  0  woornod  with  positioning  hi# 
forties  in  a  pootu.ro  oommenourate  with  hio  offensive  intentions.  A  large 
number  of  men  and  supplies  was  movod  in  preparation  for  the  corps  vide 
offensivo.  Pinal  pro par at i oh  involvod  the  deployment  of  forooo  into 
forwurd  staging  arouo.  Aftor  the  major  thruntt,  thooo  foroes  were  with¬ 
drawn  to  intermediate  areas  to  refit  and  roBupply.  Howavor,  ono  regi¬ 
ment  from  onoh  of  tho  main  divlnionri  was  leapt  in  a  forward  position  to 
maintain  an  enemy  prosonoo. 

(b)  In  this  quarter  there  was  a  continued  emphr.jiB  on  sapper  capa¬ 
bility  an  more  units  wore  formed  and  trained  m  nappar  taotioa.  The 
enemy's  emphasis  on  sapper  unite  paid  dividends  during  the  pooVTot 
offensive  when  the  most  successful  element  of  the  offensive  was, sapper 
attaoks  as  illustrated  by  tho  dostruotivo  attack  on  Ou  Chi  'done  Coup  by 
a  suppor  unit  operating  under  tho  diroot  oontrol  of  008YW. 

(e)  During  ths  roporting  period  tho  onesy  broadoned  hit  ..  U->  nowt 
basoi  During  tho  peot-Tet  offonoive  tho  enemy  enjoyod  a  high",.  fxmt  of 
firo  support  than  he  hud  in  any  previous  offensive,  tbvsvor,  eepturod 
doeuments  indioatsd  that  tho  enemy  had  planned  to  provide  ovoi.  r.ore  fire 
support  tliori  he  aotually  did.  The  enemy's  intentions  were  thwarted  in 
large  measure  by  allied  operations  whioh  captured  more  mortar  rounds 
during  tho  period  than  tho  enemy  fired.  Other  innovations  in  firo  sup¬ 
port  which  the  onony  employed  during  this  quarter  waroi  continued  use 
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Of  overalsud  rockets.  CS  gun  ii\  limited  qinuitltles.  and  for  tun  t  irat 
tlmo  ho  unod  107mm  roo'.into  an  u  direct  firu  weapon.  Dio  6()inoi  mid  (J.'nn  mortal's 
remained  thu  onoiq/'fl  primary  ordnance  for  nttnckn  by  flro  with  rackets 
ploying  mi  jmeortmii  by  neounuury  rein,  Tim  unuiiy  lutelo  vide  unn  Of 
attacks  by  firo  In  March  and  April  mi  a  munno  of  maintaining  offonulvo 
moiuontun  at  minimum  oout. 

(10)  Enoiny  Capabllition,  VuliirrabilitioB,  and  Holntlvo  irobablllty 
Of  Adoption  at  thn  End  of  tha  Quarter. 

(a)  Capabilitlon. 

J.  Tho  onomy  lo  capable  of  launching  multi -battalion  iiized  ground 
attaoko  throughout  tho  oorpn  eon e.  Attnokn  may  bn  uupportod  "by  rockets 
and  mortar  flro  and  sapper  action. 

2.  Tho  enemy  Is  onpablo  of  wldooproad  rimultanoous  attaoko  against 
provineo  and  district  oapitalD.  and  flro  support  buses. 

i  Tho  onomy  in  oapnblo  of  eonduoting  multi-battalion  sized  ground 
attaoko  againot  tho  periphery  of  tho  CMD,  utilizing  oub  region  bnttaliono, 

4,  ll’ci  cnniiiy  ia  oapnblo  of  increasing  tho  intonuity  and  froquenoy 
of  attaoko  by  rookot.  mortar,  and  dlroot  flro  heavy  uoaponn  against 
ooluotod  targets  throughout  III  CTZ  and  military  largo  to  in  ttin  CM]). 

5,  The  onomy  io  oap&bla  of  harassing  installations  and  intensifying 
LOO  interdiction  throughout  III  CTZ,  for  limited  joriods  of  tlmo. 

6  Ttio  enemy  iu  oupAble  of  inoremuing  terror! fit,  sabotage,  and 
assassination  activities  in  the  CMD  end  throughout  tho  CTJh 

X  Thn  onomy  la  capable  of  oomluoting  propaganda.  Bubvoroion.  an b- 
otage,  espionage,  and  political  efforts  throughout  III  Cl’Z. 

6,  Tho  euoniy  Is  oupablo  of  avoiding  oontaot  for  limited  periods  of 
time,  oontingcmt  on  tho  extent  of  allied  efforts  und  operations. 

9  Tho  ono.ty  is  oapublo  of  withdrawing  to  out-of-oountry  sanctuaries 
for  tho  purpose  of  avoiding  allied  operations. 

.  m ,  The  enoiny  is  oopablo  Of  poaitloning  foroen  in  forward  baue  areas 
throughout  111  'CTZ  in  order  to  support  his  efforto  to  subvert  tho  popula¬ 
tion  of  such  are do. 

(b)  Vulnerabilities. 

X  Concentration!!  of  Cnotcy  foroen  are  vulnerable  to  doteotlon  by 
Yurioun  modes  of  roconnainnanoa  activity  and  to  dootruation  by  air.  artil¬ 
lery  or  ground  notion. 
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2  Kooriy  inuv  i mit  In  vulnerable  to  intrldtctkil  by  Killed  ground, 
artillery,  and  air  strikes. 

^  Tho  -m-my's  supply  syutoi:i,  ivtrtJ  uulnrly  hio  cnchun,  Is  vulner-. 
ab  1  f  to  dlucovcry  by  uHied  Op^ra  t  1  Or, ;j , 

Tim  Infrastructure  Is  vulrornbln  to  uggrsuulvo  tdlied  action. 

(o)  Relative  frob nbl]  1  ty  of  Adoption  at  the  laid  of  tlm  Quarter. 

1,  Tho  tinomy  lino  dooifcimtcd  the  ported  1-19  Hoy  no  an  "Emulation 
Campaign"  poriod  during  which  enemy  unite  will  oommcmiornte  Ho  Chi  Kinh 1  s 
birthday  on  19  Hoy.  It  in  tho  purpooe  of  this  oampuign  to  prepevro  for 
tho  Sumov  OffenciYoi  and  it  is  orpooted  that  enemy  uetivity  will  in- 
creano  during  tho  poriod. 

2  Tho  Summer  Offensive  is  not  oonuidorod  by  tho  one my  to  bo  a  de- 
olnlve  operation  but  Is  planned  no  on  intonsive  military  campaign  to 
force  tho  withdrawal  of  US  foroos  and  tho  noooptnnoe  of  a  coalition 
government*  During  this  campaign  the  sub-regional  forooo,  with  tho 
oupport  of  tho  onony’s  divisional  foroon,  are  oxpootud  to  nttaok  tho 
Capital  Militury  District.  Tho  bulk  of  tho  divisional  forooo  will 
operate  in  tho  intermediate  nroco  away  from  tho  capital  attempting  to 
tie  down  nlliod  forooo  and  keop.  tho  supply,  and  replacement  routca  opeh 
to  the  Saigon  front. 

i  In  the  event  that  tho  Summer  Campaign  fails  to  aooomplieh  it* 
goalo,  C03VN  will  atill  retain  h  1  nr  go  portion  of  itn  divisional  strength 
no  n  bnnia  for  bargaining  or  coercion  later  in  the  year, 

d.  Operations,  Pinna,  and  Training. 

(l)  Oonorol. 

(a)  During  the  reporting  poriod  II  FFOROifV  Completed  Phase  II  of 
Campaign  Tottii  Thnng,  and  initiatod  Phono  III.  Operations  throughout 
tho  HI  UTZ  to  looato  and  daatroy  enemy  forooo  and  to  interdict  infil¬ 
tration  routes  oontiJiuod.  Ttooughout  tho  HI  CTZ  tho  onomy  failed  to 
aohlovo  any  significant  tnotioal  suooono.  ftfioonore  and  documents  ro¬ 
ve  alod  that  a  prolongnd  vinter-oprin;  offeuoivo  had  boon  planned.  Initial 
ground  attacks  wero  uncoordinated  and  failed.  Since  late  February,  the 
so  called  offensive  has  boon  oharaoterieod  by  localised  sttuoko  by  fire 
and  ground  nttaokn.  The  fro^uonoy  of  tho  attacks  had  no  diminished  by 
the  end  of  Maroh  tnat  tho  offensive  appeared  to  have  terminated.  In 
mid-ltoroh,  a  deolulon  was  made  to  coordinate  tho  activity  of  major  US 
oomraande  in  ponltion  along  the  Saigon  Hivor  Corridor*  Intelligence 
indicated  extensive  development  of  this  area  by  elements  of  the  1st  and 
7th  NVA  Divioione.  The  fooal  point  of  tho  operation  wao  the  Miohelin 
Plantation.  Beoauos  of  its  ooonomio  importance  it  had  been  proteoted 
from  B-52  etrikuo.  On  IS  Hnxoh  a  ten  battalion  foroo  from  the  1st  In¬ 
fantry,  lot  Cavalry,  and  25th  Infantry  Divisions  moved  into  positions 
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around  tho  Hichelin  as  tank-infantry  tank  forces  ewept  through  tho 
plantation.  Heavy  caaualtieo  vure  inflicted  on  tho  eneriy  ao  he  was 
forced  out  of  tho  area  and  his  supplies  and  base  area  were  destroyed. 
Following  this  operation,  tho  1st  Cavalry  Division  deployed  all  three 
of  its  brigades  in  War  Zone  C,  north  of  Tay  Kinh  City  and  east  to  the 
Fielihook.  The  11th  ACR  (-1  squadron)  was  plftccd  Ol'COH  to  the  1st  Cavalry 
Division,  end  conducted  operations  in  oastern  War  Zone  C.  The  25th 
Infantry  Division  assumed  responsibility  for  tho  Angel's  Wing  area  and 
continued  to  operate  in  lieu  llghia,  Toy  Hinh  and  western  bin!)  Duong 
Provinces.  Tho  lot  Infantry  Division  moved  ono  brigade  into  tlio  An  Loo- 
Song  Be  aro a,  aorooo  tho  northern  portion  of  ni  CTZ.  Tho  remainder 
of  the  division  continued  to  operate  primarily  in  Binh  Duong  Province, 
with  emphasis  on  pacification  of  tho  densely  populated  southern  area. 

The  project  to  reopen  ground  linos  of  communications  from  Fhouc  Vinh 
to  Song  Be  continued.  Operations  consisted  of  combined  efforts  on  the 
part  of  US  and  ARYN  forces  to  clear  tho  area  along  tho  road,  replace 
bridged  and  culverts,  and  construct  defensive  positions  to  restore 
military  and  civilian  traffic.  Tho  Infantry  Division  continued 
offennive  operations  in  che  III  CTZ  with  one  brigade,  and  in  the  IV 
CTZ  with  two  brigades.  Tho  diviaion  conducted  operations  Speedy  Express 
and  Quyet  Thang  in  the  IV  CTZ  under  tho  operational  control  of  the 
Commanding  Ceneral,  Delta  Military  Assistance  Command.  The  Capital 
Military  Assistance  Command  continued  operations  in  and  around  tho 
Capital  Military  District  with  the  199th  Infantry  Brigade  (Separate) 
(Light)  and  tho  3d  Brigado,  82d  Airborne  under  its  operational  control. 
The  1st  Australian  Task  Force  continued  operations  in  the  southeastern 
portion  of  III  CTZ.  The  Royal  Thai  Army  Volunteer  Force,  reinforced  by 
the  arrival  of  its  2d  Brigado  in  Fobruery,  conducted  offensive  and  secu¬ 
rity  operations  in  the  regions  surrounding  its  base  comp  at  Bearcat  and 
to  the  west  in  the  IThon  Trach  area.  The  3d  Mobile  Strike  Forco  Commend 
employed  its  throe  battalions  on  reconnaissance  in  forco  efforts  in 
War  Zone  B.  At  the  close  of  this  reporting  period,  II  FF0RCE7  combat 
operations  and  quick  reaction  to  intelligence  continued  to  limit  the 
ability  of  the  enemy  to  wage  large  scale  offensive  actions. 

(b)  Results  of  Operations  in  the  III  CTZ. 

1_  Significant  results  of  the  United  States  and  Free  ‘World  Military 
Assistance  Forcco  (US/FWKAF)  participation  in  Campaign  Toon  Thong  during 
February,  March,  and  April  werei  79'''  US/FWMAF  killed  (770  US,  8  Austra- 
licnn,  17  Thais)}  4,965  wounded  (4,669  US,  81  Australians,  202  Thais, 

11  Hew  Zealanders,  2  USH);  2  US’  missing;  10,971  onony  killed;  419  enemy 
captured.  In  addition,  enemy  looses  included.  3 » 102  small  arms;  785 
crew  served  weapons;  844 >603  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition;  20, 55^ 
high  explosive  rovndo;  55  122mm  rockets;  1,120  mines;  6,945  grenades; 
end  896.75  tons  of  rico  either  captured  or  destroyed. 

2,  Final  cumulative  results  of  Campaign  Toon  Thong,  Phase  II,  which 
endod  at  2400  hours  on  16  February,  woro:  1,875  US/FWMAF  killed  ( 1 ,797 
U3,  43  Australians,  32  Thais,  3  Few  Zealanders),  29  US  nisBing;  10,861 
wounded  (10,453  DS>  211  Australians,  174  Thais,  11  Hew  Zealandors,  12 
USH) |  17,015  enemy  killed;  1,009  onecy  captured.  Other  major  eneny  ' 
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losses  included  5.088  small  arms;  1,129  crew  served  weapons;  2,000,401 
rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition;  33.502  high  explosive  rounds)  122mm 
rooketet  4.150  nines)  19.107  grenades)  and  1,489*20  tons  of  rice,  which 
wore  either  -aptured  or  destroyed. 

2_  Cumulative  results  of  Campaign  Toon  Tliang,  Phase  III,  which  began 
at  0001,  hours  on  17  February,  included  666  US/FrfHAF  killod  (649  U3,  5 
Australian,  12  Thais))  4,222  voundod  (3.960  US,  61  Australians,  109 
Thais,  11  Kew  Eealondors,  1  US1,") j  9,802  enemy  killed,  366  captured. 

Enemy  losses  inoluded  2,607  small  arms)  18,062  high  explosive  rounds) 

712  crew  served  weapons)  731,090  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition;  5 
122mra  rockets;  1,006  mines)  6,214  grenades;  and  607.22  tons  of  rico, 
which  wore  either  captured  or  dootroyed, 

(2)  Summary  of  Combat  Operations. 

(a)  The  1st  Infantry  Division.  The  1st  Infantry  Division  continued 
Oporntion  Total  Thong,  and  conducted  reconnaissance  in  forco  and  night 
patrol  operations  to  deny  enemy  base  area  utilization,  interdict  infiltra¬ 
tion  to  the  eouth,  end  disrupt  enemy  logistic  operations.  Ground  and  air 
reconnaissance  van  conducted  in  the  Bien  Hoa-Snigon  rocket  belt  to  hamper 
enemy  rooket  and  mortar  activity.  The  first  port  of  the  quarter  was  one 
of  low  aotivity  to  include  a  lull  over  the  Tet  period.  The  enemy  began 
his  poot-Tet  offensive  by  conducting  massive  attacks  by  fire. and  selected 
ground  attacks  against  VN  and  FVMAF  targets.  The  1st  Division  conducted 
thrusts  in  the  Thu  Due  District,  in  the  Trspozoid,  end  later  in  tho 
Kichelin.  Combined  operations  with  the  5th  ARVN  Division  elements  in- 
creaoed.  Tho  1st  Infantry  Division  conducted  several  coordinated  opera¬ 
tions  with  the  25th  Infantry  Division  and  the  1st  Cavalry  Division. 

These  operations  were  characterized  by  ground  operations.  Tho  iBt  Brigade 
continued  the  effort  to  open  a  land  line  of  communication  to  Song  Be, 
which  began  on  15  January.  This  was  a. combined  operation  using  US  land 
clearing  forces,  with  the  bulk  of  the  engineer  and  troop  effort  provided 
by  elements  of  ARW.  The  2d  Brigade  continued  the  pacification  program 
through  population  control  end  rice  denail  operations  in  the  Di  An-Phu 
Loi  area  and  continued  to  hamper  enemy  logistic  operations  end  to  neutralize 
VCI  in  tbo  area.  The  3d  Brigade  continued  pacification  operations  in  the  • 
vicinity  of  An  Dion  and  Chahn  Luu  areas  and  continued  rico  donial  and  VUl 
neutralization  operations  in  those  areas.  Tho  11th  Armored  Cavlnry  Regi¬ 
ment  oontinuod  VCI  noutrul izntion  and  civil  affairs  programs  in  the  eastern 
Ton  Son  -  Catohorn  Mitt  area.  Tho  1st  Brigade  oonduoted  oxtcnoiYo  land 
clooring  along  Highway  14  botvoon  Phuoc  Vinh  and  Dong  Xoai  in  conbinod 
operationn  with  tho  9th  Rogimont,  5th  ARVR  Division.  The  brigade  conducted 
ambush  patrolling  in  tho  Iron  Triangle  -  Trapezoid  area  to  deny  the  entry 
uee  of  the  area  and  to  prevent  enemy  night  movonont.  Tho  patrolling 
activity  resulted  in  100  enemy  killed,  2  prisoners,  and  47  individual 
weapons,  206  grenades,  2,630  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  end  12  nines 
captured.  Phase  I  of  tho  Song  Bo  road  operation  wa9  completed  end  the 
road  was  oleared  from  Phuoc  Vinh  to  Dong  Xoai.  At  1405  hours  on  24  Feb¬ 
ruary  in  tho  vicinity  of  Thu  Due,  a  hunter  killer  team  spotted  on  cnomy 
force.  Two  companies  were  inserted  with  gunship  support  and  a  fire  fight 
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followed.  The  contact  continuod  until  through  3  Hwrch  with  5  companies 
participating  end  resulted  in  73  enemy  killed  and  10  prisoners  token. 

Oh  26  February,  a  troop  from  the  Hth  ACR  assisted  in  defending  Ill 
Corps  Hoadquartera  and  the  Binn  17oa  Air  Base  against  an  cnery  attack. 

On  12  March,  tlie  let  Brigade  relocated  from  Tai  Kho  to  Qnun  Loi  Base 
Camp  and  assumed  responsibility  for  the  nroa  of  Loc  Ninh,  An  Loe  - 
Quan  loi,  end  Song  Be  to  include  base  campo  located  along  Higliuay  1 3 » 

Quan  Loi  base  camp,  FSB  Buttone,  and  overvutch  of  SP/CIJ)C.  On  18  March, 
the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  waa  designated  ae  tho  force  to  deploy 
and  attack  the  elements  of  tho  7th  KVA  Division  in  tho  Michclim  Planta¬ 
tion.  The  11th  ACR  engaged  the  320th  KVA  Regiment  and  killed  nearly  400 
enemy  as  part  of  Operation  ATLAS  WEDGE.  On  18  March  at  1600  houre 
approximately  2  kilometers  northwest  of  Ap  So  (XT575555),  M/3-1 1th  Cavalry 
engaged  an  enemy  forco  of  unknown  size  with  tho  enemy  returning  the  fire 
and  breaking  contact  at  191 5  houre.  A  scorch  of  the  area  located  34 
enemy  dead,  5  prisoners,  4  crew  served  veapono,  end  1  HE  round.  There 
were  no  friendly  casualties.  On  10  March  tho  1st  Infantry  Division 
accounted  for  126  enemy  dead  in  various  contacts.  At  11 32  hours  on  20 
March  approximately  4  kilometers  north  of  Ap  So  (XT595575)i  the  11th 
Annorod  Cavalry  Regiment  recoivod  firo  from  an  onowy  force  of  unknovn 
size.  Tho  unit  returned  fire,  supported  by  artillery,  light  fire 
teams,  tactical  air,  end  Spooky.  The  contact  resulted  in  74  cnory  killed, 
and  ‘3  small  aims  weapons  captured,  with  1  US  killed,  12  wounded,  and  3 
tanks  destroyed.  An  operation  was  conducted  and  coordinated  by  the  iBt 
Infantry  Diviaion  in  the  Trapezoid  area  on  23  March  to  destroy  major 
energy  forces  located  there.  The  use  of  B-52  Btrikes,  numerous  air- 
strikea  using  special  munitions,  and  intensive  artillery  fire  charac¬ 
terized  this  operation  and  tho  combination  of  these  drove  tho  enemy  into 
special  killing  zones.  Ground  forces  were  uced  to  exploit  the  coordinated 
fire  and  air  support.  This  operation  was  successful  in  reducing  enemy 
movement  toward  Saigon.  At  1023  hours  on  30  March  approximately  10  kilo¬ 
meters  northoast  of  Tri  Tam  (XT560555)j  TF  Hapo.iski  (C/l-IGth  Infantry 
and  elementa  of  the  1-4th  Cavalry)  received  fire  from  an  enemy  force  of 
unknown  size.  Fire  was  returned,  with  artillery,  tactical  air,  and  a 
hunter  killer  team  support.  Contact  continued  until  1135  hours  and  the 
results  were  31  enemy  killed  and  3  individual  weapons:  captured.  Friendly 
casualties  were  8  U3  killed  and  ^  wounded,  with  4  vehicles  damaged.  In 
scattered  actions  during  April  the  division  killed  202  enemy  and  captured 
31.  Division  casualties  were  37  killed  and  251  wounded. 

(b)  Tho  1 8t  Cavalry  Division.  The  1st  Cavalry  Division  continued 
operations  to  interdict  enemy  infiltration  routes  through  TAY  KIKH,  KIEN 
TUOHG,  BINH  LONG,  and  PHOOC  LONG  frovincos  and  to  destroy  enemy  forces 
witHin  these  areas.  In  early  February  tho  division  extended  its  opera¬ 
tions  into  BIEh"  HOA  Province  and  War  Zone  D.  During  tho  quarter,  the 
division  relocated  its  combat  power  several  times  in  response  to  informa¬ 
tion  gained  by  the  intelligence  program  and  in  order  to  maintain  units 
between  thp  enemy  and  his  targets.  The  majority  of  forces  moved  from 
the  northern  tier  of  Sheridan  Sabre  AO  to  the  southern  section.  Also, 
forces  were  deployed  in  the  Cheyenne  Sabre  AO  to  block  enemy  infiltration 
of  personnel  and  equipment.  Thq  division  continuod  to  secure  linos  of 
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communications  in  its  area  and  provided  assistance  and  support  to  other 
IVMAF  unite  and  indigenous  personnel.  Tho  1st  Brigade  continued  operations 
to  interdict  and  destroy  enemy  forces  infiltrating  from  Cambodia  through 
Base  Area  355  and  eouth  of  Parrot's  Beak  (XS3O3934)  in  NAVAJO  WAHHOKOE 
II.  The  2d  Brigade  oontinued  operations  in  tho  vicinity  of  Fishhook 
(XT5 70900),  securod  Route  QL-13  within  the  eeevor,  and  conducted 
reconnaissance  in  force  operations  in  rubber  plantations  near  jopulated 
areas.  The  3d  Brigade  continued  ground  end  airmobile  operations  against 
the  Sergl'e  Jungle  Highway  and  Adam's  Road  infiltration  route e.  The 
division  also  employed  extonoive  psychological  operations  throughout 
the  quarter.  On  7  February  between  1100  and  1300  hours,  10  kilometers 
north  of  LZ  CRANT  (XT ?3£8627)i  A/2-1 2th  Cavalry  located  54.000  pounds  of 
rioe,  50  B-41  rockotn,  20  B-40  rockoto,  15  57nua  RR  rounds,  15  bicycles, 
and  4  02mm  mortar  rounds  vliilo  searching  a  bunker  complex.  At  1220 
hours  on  12  February  in  tho  vicinity  of  Ap  Lang  Ba  (YVO45145).  B/ 1  -9 
Cavalry  was  inserted  to  extract  tho  crow  from  a  downed  holicoptor, 

Tho  troop  receivod  heavy  enemy  fire  and  ongagod  tho  eneny  force.  After 
the  troop  was  extracted,  air  strikes  and  artillory  wore  colled  in.  Tho 
oontaot  resulted  in  66  enemy  killed,  2  US  wounded,  1  holicoptor  destroyed, 
and  1  damaged.  At  1030  nouro  on  26  February  approximately  5  kilometers 
east  of  Tri  T«m  (XT556475),  a  1  -5th  Cavalry  contact  resulted  in  46  enerqy 
killed,  with  16  US  wounded.  .  Other  enemy  loeseB  were  1  rocket  launcher, 

1  small  arms  voapon,  7  rounds,  and  2  mines  captured.  Kt  1 345  hours 
on  27  February  approximately  11  kilometers  northeast  of  Bion  Hoa  (YT 
092262),  A/2-7th  Cavalry  recoivod  small  arras  fire  from  a  well  camouflaged 
position.  The  company  engaged  tho  enemy  with  small  arms  and  called  in 
artillery  and  C/l-9  Cavalry,  Results  of „  the  contaot  were  30  enemy  killed 
with  friendly  losses  of  1  US  killed  and  17  wounded.  At  11A5  hours  on 

4  March  approximately  10  kilometers  north  of  Tong  Le  Chon  (XT597909) » 
the  1-9th  Cavalry  engaged  an  eneny  force  and,  with  support  of  artillery 
and  air  strikes,  killed  35  enemy.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties. 

On  0  March  at  OO3O  hours  in  the  vicinity  of  LZ  Grant,  the  2-12th  Cavalry 
received  a  ground  attack  from  an  enemy  battalion  size  force.  The  contact 
broke  at  0615  hours.  The  results  of  the  contact  were  157  eneny  killed, 

2  prisoners,  and  23  small  arras,  8  crew  served  weapons,  2  flame  throwers, 

45  IBS  rounds,  10,000  rounds  of  small  arras  ammunition,  77  grenades,  and  4 
bangalore  torpedoes  oaptured.  Friendly  losses  were  13  IS  killed,  39 
wounded,  and  1  howitzer  destroyed.  On  9  Maroh  at  0316  hours  approximately 

5  kilometors  south  of  Phuoo  Luu  (XT349154).  B/2-5th  Cavlary  receivod  a 
mortar  and  ground  attack  from  an  estimated  battalion  siza  onocy  force. 
Company  C  maneuvered  into  the  contact  aroa  and  one  platoon  of  Company  A, 
1-eth  Cavalry,  placed  OPCON  to  tho  2-5th  Cavalry  at  0026  hours,  conduoted 
a  combat  assault  to  screen  between  Company  B  o»d  the  Cambodian  border. 
Results  of  tho  action  wore  }6  enemy  killed,  1  prisoner,  and  2  small  arras, 
156  rounds  of  small  arras  ammunition,  2  grenades,  and  1  gas  mask  captured. 
Friendly  losses  wore  14  US  killed  and  31  wounded.  At  0145  hours  on  11 
March  in  the  vicinity  of  LZ  Grant  the  2-1 2th  Cavalry  received  a  heavy 
mortar,  rocket,  end  ground  attack  from  three  directions  by  an  estimated 
eneny  battalion.  Support  for  tho  2— 12th  Cavalry  was  provided  by  Spooky, 
Shadow,  and  helicopter  gunshipe.  Contact  was  broken  at  1350  hours  and* 
resulted  in  62  o.ieny  killed,  2  prisoners,  and  13  small  arraa  and  2  crew 
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eervod  woapons  captured.  Friendly  loouoe  were  3  US  killed  and  2 7  wounded. 

On  11  March  at  1014  houro  approximately  12  kilomotoro  northeast  of  Tri 
Tam  (XT583552),  the  1-5th  Cavalry  located  a  bunker  complex  containing 
500  pounds  of  rice,  6  B-40  rooket  charges,  6  inches  of  documents,  and 
Assorted  military  equipment.  On  14  March  »t  a  river  bank  oouthcast  of 
LZ  Traoy,  D/l-6th  Cavalry  locatod  a  oacho  containing  406  rockot  rounds, 

1,053  02mm  and  1,100  60mm  mortar  rounds,  3?3  recoillens  riflo  rounds, 

25,076  rounds  of  email  arms  ammunition,  1,344  grenades,  40  minos,  and 
mieacllanoous  military  equipment.  On  16  Muroh,  tho  1-5th  Cavalry  locatod 
630  02mm  rockot  rounds  in  a  bunkor  complox  and  B/2-5th  Cavalry  found 
32,000  poundo  of  rioe.  During  March,  tho  lot  Cavalry  Division  accounted 
for  1,120  energy  killed  and  26  prinonors.  Tho  division' e  caounltio3  voro 
140  killed  and  7<M  wounded.  Tho  month  of  April  was  characterized  by 
light  and  scattered  contacts.  On  15  April,  tho  2 -5th  Cavalry  located 
a  oacho  containing  6.5  tono  of  rico  and  1.5  tons  of  Dolt. 

(c)  Tho  25th  Infantry  Divioion.  The  25th  Infantry  Division  continued 
Operation  TOAN  TEIANC  during  tho  reporting  period.  The  1st  Brigade  continued 
operations  in  TAY  NINH  Province!  the  2d  Brigade  units  operated  generally 
in  the  Cu  Chi  &rea|  and  the  3d  Brigade  operated  in  tho  Dan  Ticng  nrea. 

Tho  lot  Brigade  forces  were  located  to  provide  for  tho  defense  of  Toy  Kinh 
and  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camps,  to  include  the  Toy  Jlinh  laterite  pit,  Bnu  Co, 
tho  rock  crasher,  signal  facility,  and  fire  support  bases  in  the  TAOI. 
Airmobile  operations  were  used  to  locate  and  destroy  enocy  forces.  Arc- 
lighte  and  tactical  air  strikes  were  employed  in  on  economy  of  force  role 
and  were  exploited  by  artillery  and/or  the  employment  of  ground  troops. 

The  2d  and  3d  Brigados,  in  conjunction  with  the  25th  ARVJJ  Division,  HF/rF 
units,  and  the  Rational  Police,  conducted  combined  and,  unilateral  offensive 
operations  within  their  TAOI'o.  The  brigades  conducted  reconnaissance  in 
force  operations  and  located  and  destroyed  many  enemy  ammunition  and  food 
supplies  through  the  employment  of  scout  dog  tcamo.  Land  clearing  opera¬ 
tions  removed  the  jungle  from  many  of  the  areas  previously  used  for  enemy 
base  camps  and  supply  caches.  US  battalion  elements  and  AliVH  battaliono 
conducted  joint  operations  consisting  of  cordon  and  search,  combat  assaults, 
and  roconnaissnnco  in  force  missions.  On  2  Fobrunry  at  1200  hours  approxi¬ 
mately  6  kilo  mot  ere  north  of  H.ieu  Thien  (XT393345)  A  contact  by  the  3-4 
Cavalry  rooultod  in  3O  onemy  killed,  with  ono  US  killed  and  16  wounded. 
Operation  WHEELER  PLACE,  which  began  on  22  January,  endod  on  3  February. 

This  operation,  during  which  the  2-54  Infantry,  199th  Infantry  Brigade  was  . 
OPCOlt  to  tho  2d  Brigade  and  which  was  conducted  in  conjunction  with  the 
7th  ARVN  Infantry  Regiment  and  the  1'r.uc  Hoa  District  Headquarters,  was  a 
cordon  and  search  of  Phu  Hoa  Dong  village  ovor  an  extended  period  of  time. 
Tho  major  reoulto  of  tho  operation  v:ero  39  enemy  killed,  0  prisoners,  and 
44  HE  rounds  and  979  rounds  of  small  arms  rmraunition  capturod.  Tha  2d 
Brigade  destroyed  231  tunnels  and  }2  bunkers.  A  total  of  0,031  personnel^ 
were  screened  and  122  detained.  Cn  19  February  air  strikes  in  support  of 
1st  Brigado  operations  resulted  in  107  tonn  of  rico  being  destroyed.  On 
23  February  at  0105  houro  at  Dau  Tieng  Base  Comp  (XT493473)*  tho  34  Brigade 
received  fire  from  on  onemy  forco,  followed  by  a  ground  attack.  The  brigade 
returned  fire,  supported  by  artillery,  light  fire  teams,  Spooky,  and  air 
strikes,  which  resulted  in  73  onemy  killed^  14  prisoners,  and  25  rifles, 
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6  rocket  launcher*,  and  14?  Htl  round*  captured,  Frlondly  loaea*  war* 

5  U3  killed  rnd  31  wounded.  At  0220  hours  on  2)  February,  alanonte  of 
B/c/b/2-27th  Infantry  reoalved  roundo  of  mail  arue,  automitio  vanpona, 

RPOi  and  mortar  ftr#  In  the  vicinity  of  l'ntrul  Bcoo  Dlnmond,  loeatad 
want  of  Ap  Binh  Hoa  (XT337186).  Return  flro  with  small  ormo,  outonotlo 
waapona,  artillery,  light  fira  tearoe,  uir  support  and  Shadow  raeulted 
in  109  *n**y  killed ,  1  prlacnari  and  15  onoll  orrae  and  7  rookot  launcher* 
captured.  friendly  losisa  ware  15  US  killed  and  12  woundod.  On  23  Feb¬ 
ruary  at  0250  hours  in  tho  vioinity  of  FS3  Mahono  (XT356375),  element* 
of  th«  1-27th  Infantry  oontootad  an  enemy  forao  of  unknown  eiro,  killing 
38,  capturing  10  small  arme,  and  destroying  49  grenades  and  1$  KU  round*. 
Triandly  loaraa  wora  3  U3  killed  and  13  woundod.  On  25  February  nt  0025 
hourn  in  tho  vioinity  of  Pntrol  Untie  Diamond  (XT327215),  n  oontnet  by 
element!)  of  tho  2-27th  Infantry  roeultcd  in  7S  enemy  killed,  2  rilaonore, 
and  40  rocket  launoheroi  87  grenade*,  61  Rd  roundo,  and  1,600  roundn  of 
small  urns  ammunition  eaptursd.  Friendly  loanoo  were  1  U3  killed  nnd  3 
woundtd.  At  0430  hour*  on  26  February  In  the  vicinity  of  tho  Cu  Chi  Bar* 

Otvrap  (XT650150),  A  2d  Brigade  contaot  resulted  in  31  enemy  killed  and  6 
prioontrn  taken,  Frlondly  loaoea  wora  13  US  killed  end  20  woundod,  with 

9  holloopUra  destroyed  and  2  damaged.  On  4  Haroh  at  0745  hours  approxi¬ 
mately  6  klloaatera  northaaet  of  Trung  Dang  (XF547250),  C/s/2-12th  Infantry 
and  A/0/l-5th  Infantry  (M)  rooaived  small  arme,  nutomatlo  woapone,  mortar, 
and  rooollleaa  rifla  fire.  Return  fire  with  email  arms,  nutomatlo  woapone, 
artillery,  light  fire  teams,  nnd  air  etrikeo  renultod  in  B4  onomy  killed. 
Triondly  loeeea  wtro  3  US  killod,  20  wounded,  nnd  2  armored  pornonnel 
oorrier*  doitroyed.  At  1540  hourn  on  5  Haroh  approximately  6  kilometer* 
out  of  Franc  Banc  (XT35021C),  A/1 ‘5th  Infantry  (M)  end  A/2-34th  Armor.4 
rteclvtd  Btoftll  MmBf  autooiatlo  woiipotift 9  wid  *ook*t  fira*  Raturn  firt  vith 
•moll  arms,  automatic  weapon* ,  light  fin*  team*,  artillery,  and  air 
resulted  in  7J  enemy  klllai)  and  J4  small  arms,  19  or*w  aervtd  weapon*, 

27  granad**,  and  16  KB  round*  oapturad.  friendly  loacta  vara  8  US  killed, 

17  voundtd,  and  1  armored .  personnel  carrier  doitroyod.  On  11  Koroh  at 
■012J  hours  approxiiieioly  2  kilomatar*  northeast  of  Froung  Kit  (XT376423), 
a  oontact  by  A/3-4th  Oavlary  raaultad  In  38  onamy  killed,  J  prisoner*  and 
600  roundo  of  small  arm*  ojauniUon  oapturad.  Fhar*  war*  no  friendly 
Casualties.  Qn  11  Kureh  at  1215  hour*  in  the  vioinity  of  Xom  Bau  Rong 
(XI514443).  th*  Dau  Fiang  convoy  raoolved  enamy  firo.  Return  fix*  by 
the  olomante  of  th*  3d  Sri  end*  oupported  by  artillery,  light  fire  teams, 
and  taotioal  air  reoulted  in  76  enemy  killod  and  2  priaoncra.  friendly 
enouaHlno  wore  J  US  wounded.  Oontaftc  on  19  Moi’ch  ot  0510  hour*  approxi¬ 
mately '7  kilomatar*  east  of  Franc  Dang  (XT561199)*  by  dement*  of  th* 

2-12th  Infantry,  and  on  25  Haroh  a,t  1010  hour#  approximately  1  kllom#tor 
louth  of  Ap  8uo  Oae  (XT4S0260),  by  elements  of  the  2-34tb  Armored,  ratultid 
in  a  total  of  88  onomy  kill**,  5  priienor*  tnkon,  and  27  email  arms,  11 
or*w  **rv*d  vaapens,  and  35  ®  round*  oaptured,  Friendly  lossea  wer*  4 
US  killod  and  6  woundod,  On  26  Kerch  at  1600  hours  tpproximatoly  7  kilo- 
metero  northwaat  of  Franc  *ang  (XT465253h  th*  J-4th  Armor*!  0*valry  looat*d 
>1  enemy  bodieennd  destroyed  2,200  roundn  of  •roll  arm*  ammunition  and 

10  Mi  roundo.  two  eontaots  on  26  Hnroh,  one  at  1008  houro  in  th*  vicinity 
of  Oau  Kho  ( XT 340460)  by  A/j-4tb  Armored  Cavalry,  and  ono  at  IO45  hour* 
approximately  1  kilometer  north*a»t  of  Clia  Bihn  (XT470230)  by  *lem«nti  of 
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the  2-12th  Infantry,  resulted  in  n  total  of  81  enomy  killed,  and  ?9  email 
arms,  and  6  crew  served  weapons  captured,  with  6  US.  killod  and  11  wounded. 
On  29  March  at  1110  hours  approximately  Q  kilometers  east  of  Ap  Tong  Thoi, 
l/c/4-23d  Infantry  (k)  engaged  two  enemy  reinforced  companieo.  The  con¬ 
tact  resulted  in  34  enemy  killed  and  3^  rounds  of  small  ai'ms  ammunition 
’captured.  Friendly  Ioscob  wore  2  US  killed  and  3  woun’ed.  On  2  April 
at  0045  hours  approximately  7  kilometer*)  northeast  of  Trang  Pong  (XT 
556219),  D/2-12th  Infantry  engaged  an  enemy  force  of  unknown  size.  Re¬ 
sults  of  this  contact  were  49  enemy  killod  and  7  crew  served  weapons, 

17  small  arms,  and  14  HE  rounds  capturod.  There  were  no  friendly  casu¬ 
alties.  At  0130  hours  on  5  April  in  the  vicinity  of  Patrol  Bose  Diamond 
(XT342155)*  2-27th  Infantry  engaged  an  enemy  force  of  unknown  size. 
Supported  by  artillery,  light  fixo  teams,  Spooky,  air  strikes,  and  ARA, 
the  2-27th  repulsed  the  eneiry  ground  attack  with  the  following  results* 

81  enemy  killed,  1  prisoner,  and  23  snail  arms,  16  crew  served  weapons, 

81  grenades,  and  47  HE  rounds  capturodj  friordiy  loaoeo  wero  4  US  killed 
and  13  wounded.  At  1045  hourn  on  7  April  approximately  11  kilometers 
northonnt  of  Trang  Bang  (XT575244)r  A/C/l-Jth  Infantry  (M)  and  P/?-14th 
Infantry  loontod  and  ongngod  an  one my  force  of  unknown  size.  The  ronulto 
of  tho  contnot  wore  33  enemy  killed  and  16  email  anno,  9  crew  nerved 
weapons,  and  31  HE  rounds  captured  with  friendly  losses  of  3  US  killed 
and  3  wounded.  At  1324  hours  on  10  April  approximately  1  kilometer  north¬ 
west  of  Ap  Phu  Thnon  (XT007574)*  a  1st  Brigade  contact  resulted  in  63 
enemy  killed.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties.  Ch  11  April  at  0320 
houro  approximately  12  kilometers  northeast  of  Trang  Bang  (AT602280) , 
B/l-5th  Infcntry  (M)  located  and  made  contact  with  a  company  size  enemy 
foroo,  killing  33  enemy.  There  wero  no  friendly  casualties.  Cn  15  April 
at  O315  hours  in  tho  vicinity  of  Patrol  Base  Diamond  (XT327215),  the 
2-2?th  Infantry  received  a  heavy  mortar  and  ground  httnek  from  an  estimated 
two  reinforcod-battalion  size  enemy  force.  Return  fire  included  small 
arms,  automutic  weapons,  mortars,  artillery,  light  fire  teams,  Shadow, 
Spooky,  ond  air  Btrikeo.  Results  of  the  contact  wore  190  enemy  killed, 

8  prisoners,  and  40  small  arms,  42  crew  served  weapons,  291  grenodos,  and 
198  HE  rounds  Captured.  Friendly  losses  wero  13  US  killed  and  9  wounded. 

On  16  April  at  I4O8  hours  tho  4 -23d  Infantry  (M)  located  93  enemy  dead 
and  destroyed  70  HE  rounds  approximately  3  kilometers  southwest  of  Thien 
Ngon,  (XT031794)*  On  10  April  at  0045  hours  approximately  10  kilometers 
northeast  of  Ap  Fhuoc  Hoa  (XT4336OO),  a  helicopter  vco  downed  by  enemy 
fire.  Teams  A/b/TF  1-11th  Cavalry  moved  into  tho  area  end  established 
contact  with  the  enemy.  The  results  wero  80  enemy  killed  and  4  crew 
served  weapons  captured.  Friendly  leones  were  7  US  killed,  2?  wounded, 

4  tanks  destroyed,  end  Iholicopter  damaged.  On  tho  night  of  25  April 
at  1945  hows,  C/4-7th  Infantry  detected  movement  of  en  estimated  enemy 
company  in  tho  vicinity  of  the  patrol  base  Frontier  City  (XT202292).  At 
0035  hows  on  26  April  the  patrol  base  received  a  mortar  and  rocket  attack 
followed  by  a  battalion  sizo  attack  from  the  eouth  in  an  attempt  to  brooch 
tho  porimoter.  Company  C  engaged  tho  enemy  with  small  arms,  ERChinoguns, 
rocoilloou  rifle  fire,  and  claymores,  supported  by  artillery,  light  fire 
toams,  Spooky,  and  tactical  air  strikes.  Tho  onemy  continued  his  suppres¬ 
sive  fireo  until  1230  hows;  by  O33O  tours  tho  heavy  fire  terminated  and 
only  sporadio  weapons  firo  was  received  for  the*  remainder  of  tho  battle. 

US  forces  continued, to  place  fire  on  enomy  targets  w’  opportunity  until 
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O63O  hours,  at  which  timo  tho  engagement  terminated.  The  results  of  this 
contaot  wore  214  enemy  killed,  6  prisoncro,  and  37  small  arms,  40  crew 
served  weapons,  56  TIB  rounds,  6,700  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  100 
grenades,  and  100  pounds  of  web  gear  captured.  Thore  wan  ono  IIS  wounded. 

On  26  April  airetrikas  in  support  of  tho  Is.  Brigade  resulted  in  115  eneiry 
killed,  approximately  3  kilometers  west  of  Ap  Bon  Trni  (XT1 72293 ) •  On  26 
April  at  OO35  hours  in  the  vicinity  of  Patrol  Base  Frontier  City  (XT202292), 
the  4-9th  Infantry  received  an  enemy  attack.  T>ie  engagement,  in  which 
artillery,  light  firo  teams,  Spooky,  air  strikes,  and  AKA  supported,  resulted 
in  188  enemy  killed,  6  prisoners,  and  35  small  arms,  15  crew  served  wcupons, 
58  HE  rounds,  8,700  rounds  of  6raall  armo  ammunition,  end  100  pounds  of 
web  gear  were  enpturod;  one  US  was  wounded.  On  27  April  at  0J15  hours 
approximately  10  kilometers  northeast  of  Trang  Bang  (XT557287),  B/c/2-12th 
Infantry  received  small  arms,  automatic  wenpono,  and  mortar  fire  followed 
by  a  ground  probe.  Return  fire  with  small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  artil¬ 
lery,  light  fire  teams,  Spooky,  and  air  Btrikea  resulted  in  100  eneuy 
killed,  2  prisoners,  and  31  small  arum,  23  crew  oorved  v;or r^ns ;  and  40 
grenndoo  enpturod.  Friendly  loanoa  wore  10  US  killod  and  4  woundod. 

During  tho  month  of  April,  tho  division  accounted  for  2,090  enemy  killed 
and  6l  prisoners.  Division  casualties  wore  6^  killod  and  236  wounded, 

(d)  The  9th  Infantry  Divinion.  During  the  reporting  period,  tho  1st 
nnd  2d  Brigades  continued  operations  in  the  IV  CTZ  under  the  operational 
control  of  the  Senior  Advisor,  IV  Corps.  Operations  conducted  in  IV  CTZ 
are  discussed  in  the  Operational  Report  of  tho  9th  Inf entry  Division.  The 
3d  Brigndo  continued  Operation  TOAD  THAHG,  Phase  II,  with  two  infantry 
battalions  nnd  one  mechanized  battalion.  The  2-47th  Infantry  (m)  performed 
the  mission  of  road,  bridge,  end  convoy  security  along  Highway  4.  Tho 
3d  Brigndo  began  Pliaoe  III  of  Operation  TOAW  TKaNG  with  throe  battalions 
in  Long  An  Province,  fti  1  and  2  February  approximately  .7  kilometers  north 
of  Thu  Thua  (vicinity  XS515798),  A/2-60th  Infantry  engaged  an  enemy  force 
of  unknown  oize.  Results  of  this  contact  were  >»3  enemy  killed  with  2  US 
killed  and  5  wounded.  On  25  February  at  0350  hours  approximately  5  kilo¬ 
meters  northeast  of  Tan  An  (XS588705),  A/2-47th  Infantry  received  small, 
arms  firo.  During  a  sweep  of  the  contact  area,  Company  A  located  31  c-ne, 7 1? 
bodltea,  1  wounded  detainee  (later  classified  as  VCI),  5  small  arms,  5 
rocket  lauchers,  and  1  machinegun.  On  18  March  B/3-17th  Cavalry,  whil'1 
conducting  a  visual  reconnaissance  mission  approximately  8  kilometer?  t 
of  Ap  Thanh  Hhut  (vicinity  XS463835),  observed  signs  of  enemy  activi 
along  Bo  Bo  CaD?l.  Elements  of  C/2-fOth  Infantry  conducted  an  air  t 

into  the  area  ai.  were  later  joined  by  B/c/2-60th.  Results  of  thr  t 

were  42  enemy  killod,  2  prisoners,  and  141  B-40  rounds,  76  107mm  rc 
33  recoilless  rifle  rounds,  and  104,000  rounds  of  snail  arms  anax 
captured.  Friendly  looses  wore  2  US  killed  and  3  vounded.  At  2' 
on  23  March  in  tho  vicinity  of  Ap  Xom  Cau  (vicinity  XS665705),  C/ 
engaged  an  enemy  force  of  unknoim  oize.  The  contact  resulted  in 
killed  with  3  DS  wounded.  Tho  month  of  April  ves  characterized  by  , a  us 
small  contacts.  Penults  of  those  contacts  were  630  enemy  killed  and  . 
prisoners  with  friendly  lonenn  of  11  killed  and  161  wounded. 
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(e)  Capitol  Military  Assistance  Command.  CMAC  continued  Operation 
TOAH  THANC,  conducting  oouibut  assuult,  airmobile,  riverine,  search ,  recon¬ 
naissance  in  force,  and  Innd  clearing  operations  and  continuing  tho  paci¬ 
fication  program.  Operationo  wore  characterized  by  recommiaouncc  in 
1  force  and  d<  bailed  oearchos,  utilizing  vai-Tborno  and  airmobile  assets 
for  movement  in  loos  accessible  areao.  Extensive  night  ambushoo  wero 
employed  thoughout  tho  area  to  dotect  and  prevent  enemy  night  movement . 

Sido  looking  radar  (SLAR),  aerial  red  haze,  aerial  obeervors,  dufflcbag, 
and  ground  eerveillanco  were  omployed  in  conjunction  with  the  night  ambnoheB. 
Contaot  was  at  a  relatively  low  level  during  the  period  deopito  tho  opening 
of  the  poet-Tet  offensive  by  the  enemy.  Enecy  activity  consisted  primarily 
of  rocket  attache  against  Saigon  and  ARVII  military  installations.  Active 
use  was  made  of  switch  bounriftrioo,  extonaiono  of  areao  of  operationo,  and 
combined  operationo  with  adjacont  xr  its  in  order  to  counter  enemy  tnefier 
of  using  operational  boundaries  to  ..Ivle  friendly  forces.  The  tank  c 
ization  as  of  1  February  jonui  -tod  cf  tiio  1 99"tl>  Infantry  Brigade  (Separate) 
knight)  with  t.hs  3“7th  Infantry  (minus  Company  D),  tho  4-12th  Infantry, 
tho  5-12th  Infantry,  and  D/l-?th  Cavalry,  and  tho  3d  Brigade,  B2d  airborne 
with  1 -505th  Infantry  (Airborne)  with  D/3~7th  Infantry  (OI’COll),  1-50Bth 
Infantry  (Airbomo),  and  B/l-17th  Cavalry  with  1  platoon  of  D/1-1 1th 
Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (OlCOll).  Tho  3d  Brigade,  62d  Airborne  continued 
operationo  to  the  north  of  tho  Itoo  Mon  Canal.  Contacts  and  sightings 
increaoed  in  tlmt  area  an  tho  enemy  attempted  to  urjc  this  area  an  a  staging 
area  for  attacks  on  Saigon.  Niuncrous  tunnels  and  epidor  holes  were  dis¬ 
covered  and  many  cachou  found.  Extensive  land  clearing  operations  wore 
conducted  to  precludo  the  enemy  from  concealing  hin  movonont.  Radar  and 
other  warning  devices  assisted  in  dotcoting  the  enemy  and  in  providing 
early  warning  of  hiu  movement.  The  2-3d  Infantry  and  TF  Kny  (C/u/3-7th 
Infantry  and  B/5-12th  Infantry),  began  Operation  STRANGLER  on  5  February 
to  destroy  or  noutrelizo  VC,  VCI  and  guerrilla  elements;  to  seize  and  destroy 
enemy  resourcc-a;  and  to  enhance  pacification  and  strengthen  CVK  control 
in  the  target  urea  (XS600760  center  of  mass).  Operation  STRANGLER  re¬ 
sulted  in  1,370  personnel  being  processed,  with  1,340  released  as  innocent 
civilians,  and  4  VCI,  6  VCI  supporters,  16  draft  dodgers,  and  4  deserters 
apprehended.  On  9  February,  the  2— 3d  Infantry  and  TF  Ksy  began  operation 
ROUND-UP  I  (XS300760)  with  the  sane  objectives  as  Operation  STRANGLER.  TF 
Kay  wan  terminated  on  10  February.  It  was  reorganized  12  February  with 
C/U/4-12th  Infantry  and  A/li/5-l 2th  Infantry  end  it  prepared  for  Operation 
ROUND-UP  II.  The  2-3d  Infantry  terminated  Operation  ROUND-UP  I  on  12 
February  ut  10>7  hours.  Tho  operation  was  conducted  in  the  Rung  Long  area, 

10  k Homo tor a  couth  . of  Saigon  with  the  3_1st  Regional  Force  (RF)  Battalion 
and  National  Police  Field  Forces  conducting  the  scorch  while  the  othor 
forces,  including  two  battalions  from  the  5th  Ranger  Group  (ARVN), 
accomplished  tho  cordon.  Results  of  Operation  ROUND-UP  I  wero  2,713  person¬ 
nel  proceeded,  2,647  released,  and  9  VCI,  25  VCI  supporters,  4  VC  (suspect), 
23  draft  dodgers,  and  5  deserters  apprehended.  Operation  ROUND-UP  II  was 
initiated  on  12  February  at  2200  houro  ( XS57 1 SJO) r  with  TF  Kay  and  2-3d 
Infantry  beginning  operationo  on  1J  February  in  conjunction  with  National 
Polloo  and  Regional  Forc.es/popular  Forces  (itp/lV)  olomonts.  Operation 
.iOUHD-UP  II  was  completed  on  16  February.  Rooultn  wero  2,504  poroonnol. 
;mouoooed,  2,552  roloaoed,  and  6  VC,  3  VCJ.,  12  VC  suepooto,  and  11  draft 
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dodgers  approhctvJod.  CMAC  coriductod  Operation  LULU  during  tho  Period  of 
12  to  14  March  consisting  of  arcs  cordon  and  search  oporutions.  Tho  re- 
oults  wore  10  enemy  killed,  4  prisoners,  and  0  indivisual  woaponD  captured. 
-Friendly  casualties  were  10  woundod.  During  March,  ground  contact  was 
light  with  the  onciay  utilising  uttacko  by  lire  ae  hin  tactics,  firing 
primarily  into  police  precincto  and  housing  areas.  During  March  and 
April,  intensive  surveillance  and  density  of  night  ambushes  mado  it  dif¬ 
ficult  for  the  enemy  to  utilise  his  traditional  "Rocket  Bolt"  around 
Saigon.  Tho  period  was  actoriaod  by  email  contacto. 


(f)  Bien  Hoa  Tactical  Area  Command  (Provisional^  (PHTAC).  Tho  develop¬ 
ing  f  the  Long  Dinh  -  Dion  Hoa  complex  continued  •'  ring  thr  •>  carter. 

Tho  period  of  11  Februai.  tl  trough  6  licirch  demonstrated  tho  coordination 
activities  of  BKTAC.  This  coordination  initially  concerned  tho  RTAVF  and 
AO  boundaries.  As  oncoy  activity  incroaned  around  the  Long  Binh  -  Bien 
Hoa  area,  the  influx  of  IVMAF  unite  led  to  more  detailed  coordination. 

Land  clearing  operations,  defoliation,  and  burning  pi'.ojecto  were  conducted 
in  areas  east  and  southeast  of  Long  Binh  Postj  os  woll  as  east  and  north 
of  Bien  Hoa  Air  Base.  The  defoliation  missions  terminated  on  19  February, 
the  burning*  projeot  continued  to  the  poot-Tct  offensive.  The  clearing  operationo 
resulted  in  14,301  acres  of  land  being  cleared.  The  poriod  of  23  to  28 
February  reflected  a  sharp  incroaso  in  enemy  aotivity  with  mortars  and 
rockots  impacting  on  Long  Binh  Boat,  Camp  Fronzcll-Joneo,  Bien  Iba  AFB 
and  the  POV/  compound.  As  a  rosult  of  coordinated  support  through  the 
BOTAC/LHS7i  combined  tactical  operationo  center,  friendly  units  accounted 
for  244  oneray  killod  and  60  prisoners  from  26  February  to  3  March.  During 
tho  poriod  of  17  and  10  March,  2-1 1th  Cavalry  conducted  Operation  Rough 
Rider  south  of  Long  Binh  Po3t  in  AO  Hard  Charger.  The  operation  resulted 
in  70  bunkers  destroyed,  2  enemy  bodies  found,  2  enemy  killed  and  3  US 
wounded.  During  25  and  2 6  March,  the  2-11th  Cavalry  conducted  Operation 
DUKE,  a  combined  operation  with  Company  D/2-3d  Infantry  and  elements  of 
tho  5th  Cavalry  (ARVW)»  south  of  long  Binh  Post.  Results  of  this  opera¬ 
tion  wore  five  enemy  killed,  1  US  killed,  and  1  US  woundod.  April  was 
characterised  by  like  small  contacts. 


(g)  Company  D  (Ranger),  151ot  Infantry.  Company  D  (llangor),  151st 
Infantry  continued  Operation  TOAK  THA1JG  in  AO  INDIANA  os  the  reporting 
poriod  opened.  During  the  reporting  period,  the  company  operated  in  as 
mnnv  na  nine  different  areas  of  operation.  During  Phase  II  of  Operation 
TOAD  THA1JG,  tho  company  committed  45f  men  on  patrols,  with  over  956  men  . 
boin /  comoittod  thus  fox  during  Phase  HI.  Company  D  continually  deployed 
eight  to  eleven  teams  per  day.  Each  deployed  team  supplied  information 
on  enemy  locationo  and  activities  and  maintained  contact  when  appropriate. 


(h)  1st  Australian  Task  Force.  At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting 
period,  tho  let  ATF  continued  operations  of  Phase  II  of  TOAK* THAKG  in  AO 
TCWHSYTLLi;  end  in  the  1st  AT?  TAOIt.  Hoadquertere,  1st  ATF  (Main)  remained 
at  Fire  Support  Base  Julia  (YS22O01O).  The  lot  Battalion  contiauod  to 
support  land  cloaring  operations  in  the  aroa  of  Fhu  IJy  (YS230790),  vhilo 
Company  C  concluded  operations  in  AO  KACPIE,  and  returned  to  tho  1st  ATF 
baso  oomp.  r.,v;  th  Battalion  continued  oporaUonB  in  AO  RIV31SDALE  with 
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minor  contact.  The  9th  Battalion  continuod  operations  in  AO  WONDAI.  On 
4  February  the  lot  Battalion  began  providing  security  for  land  clearing 
operations  in  AO  RAVEN  ( Y.S3607OO) ;  this  operation  tonainated  8  February. 

On  8  February  the  4th  Battalion  terminated  0]>orationo  in  AO  RlVrlltG.ULH 
and  began  operations  in  AO  TIKI  (YS100060).  Tho  1st  Battalion  returned 
to  lot  ATF  base  oamp  on  9  February  and  provided  buoe  camp  aecurity.  On 
15  February  tho  5th  Battalion*  RAR  replacod  tho  1st  Battalion*  RAR,  which 
returned  to  Australia.  The  5th  Battalion,  RAR  begun  in  country  training 
at  tho  Austro1 inn  base  camp  and  then  conducted  operations  in  AO  BURRI1IJUCK 
(YS390680).  Operation  GOODWOOD,  a  four-nation  Australian-directed  opera¬ 
tion  that  in-1  •  .'1  od  US,  Aurtralian,  llor  Zealand  and  Vietnamese  troops 
conducted -in  the  Hat  Dicli  nroa  ( /S3/J0070) ,  ended  on  16  February.  Major 
Australian  units  participating  in  this  operation  were  the  1st,  4th,  and 
9th  Bat tal lone ,  RAR;  elements  of  tho  12th  Field  Regiment;  B  and  C  Squadrons, 
1st  Armored  Regiment;  and  enginoera  of  the  1st  Field  Squadron.  The  opera¬ 
tion  resulted  in  enemy  losses  of  250  killed  and  41  wounded.  More  than 
200  individual  weapons  were  captured  along  with  4  82ikd  mortars,  274  62nra 
mortar  rounde,  and  197  60mm  mortar  rounds.  Also  captured  wero  400  rockets, 
52,500  rounds  of  email  arms  ammunition,  and  more  then  10  tons  of  rico. 
Australian  engineers  destroyed  a  great  numbor  of  enemy  bunkers.  Friendly 
casualties  were  light.  Tho  operation  disrupted  enemy  logistic  support 
and  kept  the  onemy  or.  tho  defensive  throughout  the  area  that  he  had  previ¬ 
ously  regarded  as  his  own.  It  denied  the  eneiry  infiltration  routes  to 
Saigon,  to  base  camps  constructed  in  the  Hat  Dich  -  Binh  Son  areas,  and 
to  other  enemy  base  areas  of  importance.  On  17  February,  elements  of  the 
lot  ATF  occupiod  positions  in  AO  MAJURA  astride  enemy  approaches  into  tho 
long  Binli/Bien  Hon  complox  from  the  northeast  and  east  and  began  patrolling 
and  reconnaissance  in  force  operations.  Tho  5th  RnR  conducted  Operation 
QUINTUS  THRUST  I  and  II  during  tbs  period  of  1  to  9  March.  It  consisted 
of  a  reconnaissance  in  forco  operation  in  AO  BU11RIWJ0CK  and  a  cordon  and 
search  of  Hoa  long  village  (Y84205A0).  Tho  results  of  the  dperation  wero 
14  oneiay' killed,  with  4  Australians  killed  and  6  wounded.  A  total  of 
1,170  people  were  screened  and  11  detained.  During  the  remainder  of  the 
reporting  period,  tho  battalions  continued  to  operate  in  various  areas  of 
operation  and  al-so  continued  to  rotate  to  the  1st  ATF  base  camp.  The 
operations  were  characterized  by  numerous  small  contacts. 

(i)  Royal  Thai  Array  Volunteer  Forco  (RTAVP).  As  the  period  opened, 
the  1st  Brigade  conducted  reconnaissanco  in  force  operations  in  AO  SAEKA 
and  AO  GRETNA  GREEK  and  provided  sec'ixity  for  Securest  Camp,  FSB's  Gray  and 
Tak,  Long  Thanh  District  Headquarters,  and  abridge  (YT135064)  over  the 
Song  La  Huong.  During  tho  reporting  period,  tho  2d  Brigade,  which  began 
arriving  in  country  in  January,  closed  in  RVN  on  25  February  1969,  when  the 
rear  porty  arrive;..  Tho  combat  elements  of  the  2d  Increment  were  operational 
by  21  February  end  commenced  combat  operations  by  conducting  reconnaissance 
in  forco  operations.  On  19  February  In  eastern  Bien  Hoa,  elements  of  the 
2-1st  Infantry  captured  $,000  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  89  HE  rounds, 

7  grenades,  and  1  mine.  The  Thais  engaged  in  two  major  contacts  during 
the  reporting  period.  On  2J  February  at  0220  hours  approximately  4  kilo¬ 
meters  ooutheact  of  Long  Binh  (YT000022),  C/3-2  Infantry  contacted  an  onouQ 
battalion  and  received  mortar  and  rocket  fire.  Tho  contact  continuod  until 
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1600  hour*  and  immlud  in  56  onnny  killed,  with  4  friendly  wounded.  Ctt 
16  Unroll  at  O'/OO  hmirn  approximately  3  kilometer*  onut  Of  Long  Thanh  (Yil 
1(17913)1  the  Jd  Infantry  Battalion  command  pout  wn*  attacked  by  an  onotiy 
battalion.  TI-’  Thai*  returned  the  fire,  supported  by  artillery,  on  nrnorod 
cavulry  nqiiiv'i’on,  and  light  firo  teams.  T ho  contact  reaulted  In  6J  cnu»y 
killed,  4  l'liconoi'oi  and  J2  *mull  anna,  13  orew  Borved  wonjono,  7 »601 
rounds  of  uiwill  arum  ammunition ,  (l?  grenodoe,  and  102  UK  rounds  captured ■ 
Thai  loenoe  wore  2  killed  and  ?3  woundod.  The  remaindar  of  ths  period 
saw  numerous  oontaots  of  email  size. 

(3)  Air  Operation*. 

(a)  B-52  Operation*.  B-52  oporntionn  nro  dioouBBod  In  paragraph  1o 
(6)(°)  and  (b).  inoloaure  6  indlcntoo  tho  number  and  distribution  of 
B-52  Btrikoo  in  111  OTZ. 

(b)  Amy  Aviation  Operations. 

J_  Rooourooui  The  following  non-dl visional  resouroes  were  under  th* 
oontrol  of  II  FFOHCKV  during  tho  reporting  period! 

£  Rotary  Wingi 

14  Assault  Helicopter  Companieo 

1  Aerial  Weapons  Company 

4  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Companies  (Med) 

1  Aosault  Support  Hell  copter  Company  (Heavy) 

1  Aviation  Company  (OOHl'fi) 

1  Air  Cavalry  Squadron 
b  Fixed  Wingi 

2  Rcoonnaissanoo  Airplane  Companies 
1  Utility  Airplano  Company 

1  Surveillanoe  Airplane  Company 

4  Assault  Helicopter  Companies  and  1  Assault  Support  Helioopter  vers 
pluood  01*0 OH  to  IV  Corps  on  1  Dooombor  I960. 

o.  At  tho  close  of  the  reporting  period,  there  were  405  helioopters 
and  97  airplanes  assigned.  Thees  do  not  inolude  214th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  aircraft  under  the  operational  control  of  IV  Corps.  Operational 
guidance  w&e  provided  by  the  Commanding  General  end  implemented  by  the  G2 
In  surveillance  and. reconnaissance  functions,  end  by  G3  in  air  cavalry, 
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oonibnt  assault,  airmobile,  and  general  support  functions.  Command,  less 
operational  control,  continued  to  bo  oxcori3cd  by  the  12th  Combat  Aviution 
Group. 

d  Allocation.  Aviation  rooourcco  coi.tinuod  to  bo  allocated  to  major 
units  by  Commanding  Gonaral,  II  FFORCCT,  or  aa  directod  by  highor  head¬ 
quarters.  Support  was  providod  all  US  and  alliod  organizations  undor  tho 
oporational  control  of  II  FFOHCz’V  arid  III  Corpo, 

2.  Employment.  Tho  number  of  asaault  helicopter  companioo  (AHC) 
oontinnod  to  bo  insufficient  to  satiofy  valid  requirements.  Tho  polioy 
of  allowing  each  AHC  to  stand  down  one  day  oach  month  has  improved  avoil- 
ibility  and  quality  of  maintenance.  In  addition,  tho  operational  limita¬ 
tion  of  3ix  hours  of  flying  time  a  day  for  each  committed  aircraft  has 
rosultod  in  a  more  offioiont  utilization  of  aviation  support  to  II  FFORCEV 
and  III  Corps  by  requiring  moro  thorough  planning  of  tactical  operations. 
Tho  uso  of  preparatory  fires  and  smoko  on  landing  zonoo  prior  to  insertion 
Has  reduced  the  loss  of  personnel  and  aircraft  to  enemy  fire. 

i  Statistical  summaries  of  close  air  Bupport  and  Army  aviation  sup¬ 
port  aro  at  Incloouros  4  and  5»  respectively. 

(4)  The  following  changes  occurred  in  force  atructurei 

(a)  Cains  s 

1_  Elements  of  the  2d  Increment  of  the  Royal  Thai  Army  Volunteer  Force 
(RTAVF)  began  arriving  in  RVN  on  9  January  1969*  The  advance  party  arrived 
on  9  end  10  January.  The  main  body  arrived  in  three  serials  on  30  January, 
7  and  14  February  1969.  The  rear  party  closed  in  RVfl  on  25  February  1969. 
Combat  elements  of  tho  2d  Increment,  RTAVF  were  operational  by  21  February 
1969. 

a  2d  Brigade,  RTAVF 

b  1st  Infantry  Battalion,  2d  Brigade,  RTAVF 
0  2d  Infantry  Battalion,  2d  Brigade,  RTAVF 
d  3d  Infantry  Battalion,  2d  Brigade,  RTAVF 
0  2d  105mm  Artillery  Battalion,  Division  Artillery,  RTAVF 
£  B  Battery,  155mm  Artillery  Battalion,  Division  Artillery,  RTAVF 
g  One  Troop,  Cavalry  Squadron,  RTAVF 
h  B  Troop,  3d  Sqadron,  17th  Cavalxy 
i,  5th  RAR,  1st  Australian  Task  Force 
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^  Company  D  (Ranger)#  151»t  Infantry 

(b)  losses » 

J,  1st  RAR,  1st  Australian  Task  Force 

2  Company  F  (Long  Range  Patrol),  51ot  Infantry 

(0)  Inolooure  1  depicts  the  II  FFORCEV  Order  of  Battle* 

(5)  Training. 

(a)  Five  ARVN  battalions  oompletod  ARVN  Infantry /Ranger  Battalion 
Refresher  Training  during  tho  period  1  February  1969  -  30  April  1969. 

Threo  additional  battalions  Wore  in  training  at  the  ond  of  April.  The 
training  is  progressing  on  schedule  and  is  being  voll  roceived. 

(b)  A  program  to  provido  refresher  training  to  divisional  engineer 
battalions  and  armored  cavalry  regiments  van  reinitiated  on  13  March  1 9^9 • 
Training  will  commcnoe  at  tho  beginning  of  the  rainy  season  or  earlier  if 
the  taotical  situation  pormits. 

(c)  Reciprocal  Mobile  Training  Teams  (RMPP)  wore  exchanged  botvoon 
the  1st  Infantry  Division  and  the  5th  ARVN  Division,  the  25th  Infantry 
Division  and  the  25th  ARVN  Division,  and  tho  9th  Infantry  Division  and  tho 
7th  ARVN  Division  during  the  reporting  period.  The  type  training  conducted 
is  determined  by  the  needs  of  the  individual  units. 

e .  Logistics  Operations. 

(l)  Programs  and  Projects. 

(a)  Considerable  effort- by  the  G4  section  and  the  Special  Lias  son 
Section,  II  Field  Force,  Vietnam  has  been  devoted  to  expediting  supply 
support  and  improving  the  supply  procedures  of  the  Royal  Thai  Amy 
Volunteer  Force  at  Bearcat.  This  has  resulted  in  a  greater  understanding 
by  the  Thai's  of  the  United.  States  Army  logistic  system  with  particular 
improvement  noted  in  their  requisitions.  This  support  and  training  should 
eaao  tho  transition  of  the  third  increment,  due  to  arrive  in  Republic  of. 
Vietnam  in  July  1969. 

(b)  Logistic  Roadinooo  ftrogrnra. 

1  During  the  ifcriod,  1st  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  and 

3d  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  drew  27  M551  Sheridans.  Each  unit's  direot  support 
maintenonce  unit  also  drew  three  maintenance  float  vehicles. 

2  A  Quarterly  Meeting  for  Logistic  Readiness  Officers  of  II  FFORCEV 
assigned  and  attached  units  was  held  on  27  April  1969.  Topics  discussed 
included  Organizational  Maintenance  and  Supply  Inspection  (OMSI)  criteria, 
inspection  results  for  first  quarter  of  calendar  year,  an  analysis  of  first 
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quarter  Materiel  Readiness  Reports  and  the  Weekly  Command  headline  Reports. 
As  of  27  April  1 969 >  27  Organizational  Maintenance  and  Supply  Inspections 
had  boon  conducted  of  II  FFORCEV  assigned  and  attached  units.  Twenty -one 
units  rcooived  a  rating  of  satisfactory  and  six  units  were  rated  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

(2)  Aircraft  Maintenance. 

(a)  During  the  period,  a  plnn  was  put  into  effect  to  fill  the  combat 
support  and  combat  service  support  units,  which  are  short  0H-6A  aircraft, 
with  the  011-23  (Raven)  aircraft.  United  States  Amy,  Vietnam  is  scheduled 
to  receivo  fifty  of  the  OH-231 ■  •  Of  those  50,  14  wo  scheduled  to  be 
issued  to  II  FFORCEV  units  with  current  statua  shown  below. 

UNIT  U3ARV  FILL  ON  1TAKD 

23d  Artillery  Croup  G  4 

54th  Artillory  Croup  6  1 

(b)  The  month  of  March  showed  improvement  in  external  load  drops. 
During  the  month,  only  11  drops  were  reported,  seven  of  which  were  due 
to  breaking  of  the  rigging  equipment.  With  additional  command  emphasis, 
proper  training  of  rigging  teams,  and  thorough  sling  inspections,  continued 
improvement  is  expected. 

(3)  Ammunition. 

(a)  Ammunition  items  in  short  supply  continue  to  bo  managed  through 
the  uee  of  available  supply  rate  (ASR;  allocationo  to  insure  equitable 
distribution  of  available  ammunition  to  all  II  FFORCEV  units.  Mxpenditureo 
of  certain  high  coot,  high  tonnage  items,  specifically  81mm,  4.2  in,  105mm, 
155mm  end  6  in  high  explosive  ammunition  are  also  controlled  through  the 
ASR  system. 

(b)  During  the  period  1  February  through  30  April  1969,  the  number  of 
items  under  ASR  control  vast 

February  20 

March  24 

April  19 

The  rise  in  the  number  of  items  in  March  Id  attributed  to  heavy  expenditures 
during  the  post-Tet  offensive. 

(0)  The  Quarterly  Ammunition  Conference  vso  hold  at  II  FFORCEV 
Headquarters  on  10  February  1 9^9-  Topics  discussed  inoluded  the  ASR  alloca¬ 
tion  system,  ctockage  level  status  of  ASR  items,  preparation  of  World  Wido 
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Ammunition  Fooder  Reports,  and  ASR  accounting  procedures  at  Army  Aircraft 
Logistic  Ar«as  (AALA'a). 

I  (4)  Transportation. 

(a)  A  Fixed  Wing  Air  Forco  Airlift  Conferonoo  waa  sponsored  by  II 
FFORCEV  on  '{  March  1969.  Confcrcoo  were  briefed  on  the  roleo  of  Military 
Assistance  Command,  Vietnam,  Traffic  Management  Agency  (KACVTMA)  and  2d 
Aerial  Port  Group  in  airlift  traffic  management  and  port  operations. 

Emphnnio  vas  placed  on  ontnbliohing  roquirementn  for  using  tho  Common 
Sorvioo  Airlift  Support  (CSAS)  C12J  and  C1J0  floot  wherever  pooniblo, 
thereby  onabling  dedicated  C'/A  aircraft  to  bo  rolenned  for  othor  II 
FFORCEV  misoiona  into  aim  trips  that  aro  not  ndoqunto  for  C123  aircraft. 

(b)  United  Statoo  Air  Foroo  CI23/CI3O  eortioo  flown  in  support  of  II 
FFORCEV  units  nro  summnrizod  in  Incl  3* 

(5)  ARVll/Advisor  Logistics. 

(a)  Logistical  instructions,  for  advisorB  in  small  tonm3  and  isolated 
sites,  wore  issued  by  USA  Advisory  Group  III  CTZ.  Detailed  procedures 
concerning  class  I  support,  class  II,  IV,  V  and  maintenance  support  were 
prescribed.  Thus  for,  theso  instructions  coupled  with  command  and  staff 
visits  have  been  instrumental  in  upgrading  advisor  living  conditions, 
providing  maintenance  support,  end  expediting  critically  needed  Buppliee. 

(b)  Tho  Commanding  Genoral  recognized  tho  tendoncy  for  representatives 
of  RVNAF  units  to  request  logistical  support,  usually  supply,  from  US  units 
in  lieu  of  obtaining  the  desired  support  from  the  specific  RVNAF  system  or 
agoncy  which  was  established  for  that  purpose  Eased  on  the  premise  that  an 
adequate  nnd  responsive  logistic  support  system  is  an  ecsontial  element  of 
the  self-sufficiency  which  roust  be  obtained,  policy  was  formulated  nnd 
instructions  were  Issued  to  make  maximum  effort  to  assure  that  essential 
supplies  are  obtained  through  tho  RVNAF  supply  system.  CG,  II  FFORCEV 
letter,  9  February  19<>9>  warned  that  dependency  on  units  of  II  Field  Force 
Vietnam  for  normal  back-up  support  must  be  promptly  and  firmly  discouraged. 
However,  guidance  was  furnished  pertaining  to  specific  authority  to  supply 
combat  essential  clans  I,  class  IJ.I,  and  class  V,  fortification  and  barrier 
materials,  nnd  expendable  repair  parts  in  a  true  emergency  when  ouch  require¬ 
ments  cannot  ho  met  through  RVNAF  ohnnnels. 

(6)  Enginoer  Support. 

(a)  Generali  Engineer  support  was  provided  throughout  the  III  Corps 
Tactical  Zone  in  tho  form  of  airfield  maintenance  and  rehabilitati.on,  up¬ 
grading  and  conotruction  of  artillery  fire  support  bases,  improving  lines 
of  communications,  jungle  clearing,  and  support  of  tactical  operations. 

(b)  Combat  Support.  Engineer  aotivitieo  were  characterized  by  a  wido 
variety  of  combat  support  during  tho  quarter. 
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1_  Elomonts  of  tho  ?0th  ftiginoer  Brigndo  provided  support  to  the  Com¬ 
mander,  llaval  Foroo.n,  Vietnam  by  initiating  rnino  clearing  operation)  at 
tactical  support  bases  at  Tra  Cu  and  Tuycn  Nhon. 

2  Combat  engineer  support  was  provided  tlie  lot  Cavalry  Division  (Air¬ 
mobile)  by  elements  of  tlio  20th  jingineor  Brigade  which  were  airlifted  into 
War  Zone  C  to  assist  the  Oth  Engineer  Battalion  in  destruction  of  a  large 
enemy  bunker  complex  including  a  hospltul  with  aurgical  wards,  storage  and 
recreational  faeililien. 

%  Jungle  clenring  continued  to  be  an  important  component  of  engineer 
combat  support  during  the  quarter.  A  total  of  J8,991  acres  of  jungle  was 
cleared  in  support  of  tactical  operations  to  deprive  tho  enemy  of  some  of 
Kin  long-hold  strongholds.  Major  clenring  operations  wore  conducted  to  the 
north,  northeast  and  oast  of  Long  Binh  Toot,  an  area  west  of  Toy  Hinh,  the 
De.u  Tieng  area,  tho  Lai  Kha  -  Ben  Cat  area,  and  along  LTL  1A  and  QL  14 
north  of  Pliuoc  Vinh.  A  third  land  oloaring  company  of  tho  20th  Engineer 
Brigade  became  operational  during  this  period. 

4.  Tactical  Support.  Organio  divisional  and  supporting  non-diviaionol 
engineers  provided  continuous  tactical  support  to  maneuver  elements  in  the 
form  of  mino  sweeping,  clearing  barriers  and  obstacles,  clearing  fielde  of 
fire,  constructing  pioneer  roads,  operating  water  Gupply  points,  and  erecting 
tactical  bridging. 

a  Non-divisional  engineer  elements  cleared  minefields  at  Long  Binh 
Foot,  Phuoc  Vinh  Camp,  and  Ham  Tan. 

b  The  quarter  showed  a  significant  improvement  in  the  protective 
conntruction  at  many  of  the  critical  bridges  within  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone. 
Engineer  effort  consisted  of  constructing  pier  protections,  lighting  systems, 
mine  booms,  watch  towers,  and  approuch  roads  for  contingencies. 

c  Lines  of  Communications .  Continuous  effort  was  expended  during  the 
quarter  by  engineer  unitn  on  tho  maintenance  Ritcl  upkeep  of  lines  of  com¬ 
munications.  During  the  quarter  65*96  kilometers  of  roads  were  paved  to 
MACV  standards. 

d  Airfield  Maintenance  and  Upgrading.  The  continuous  airfield  main¬ 
tenance  and  improvement  program  included  work  at  Lni  Khe,  Katun,  Loo  llinh, 
Dong  Xoai,  Bunard,  Song  Be,  Tonic  Cham,  O.uan  Loi,  and  Due  Ron.  The  run¬ 
way  at  Fhuoc  Vinh  wan  nurfaced  with  K3A1  catting.  Tho  Thicn  Kgon  airfield 
wan  reconstructed.  '  Paving  opevationr.  were  initiated  at  Cu  Chi.  Construction 
of  a  now  airfield  at  tho  Spocinl  Forces  camp  ut  Luc  Hue  was  started  during 
this  ported. 

e.  Fixed  Artillery  Bason.  Engineer  support  of  the  Artillery  included 
vork  at  Fire  Support  Dace  St.  Barbara  (XT273660),  Fire  Support  Base  Concord 
(ITO10120),  and  Firo  Support  Bancs  located  at  Ben  Luc,*  Can  Giuoc,  Thicn  ligon, 
Qunn  Loi,  Toy  Kinh,  Katun,  Trang  Bom,  Tan  An,  Song  Be,  Rach  Kien,  Bicn  Fhuoo. 
Saigon,  Bien  Hoa,  Long  Binh  support  included  constructing  and  upgrading  gun 
pads,  perimeter  berms,  defensive  personnel  positions  and  acoco3  roads. 
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(o)  Mt«oollnniiOUB  bi«lm«or  Support. 

1  kiirlpeor  support  wUs  provided  tc,  thu  ^ignnl  Jollity  at  the  top  of 
Hul  LX"  Zof  tl.o  projects  under  wnV  in  the  laying  °  « 

fr0„  tho  Operation,.  nroa  of  tho  oanp  to  thn  administrative  and  VS 

area  connecting  tho  two  with  common  elcotrionl  h°uor< 

2  Wall  dr  111  ln(t  operations  worn  conducted  by  olomonte  of  tho  20th 
EnclLor  BriSo  nt  loL-Binh  font,  hui  Bo  Bon  Quarry,  and  Camp **«-■•»• 
jonoo.  It  in  planned  to  eoaploto  moot  of  tho  retaining  B9  wall#  In  tho 
program  by  civilian  contractor 

x  Du-inp  the  auurter  tho  priority  of  cone truot ion  on  MACV  advioor 
fMiUt loo  vw  increased,  seeond  only  to  oewbat  oporational  oupport  mioeiono. 
Th«e  are  93  such  projects  within  tho  III  0T2  olthor  completed,  under 
oonatruetion,  or  in  tho  planning  otngoc. 

(7)  Statue  of  ternary  Land  Linoo  of  Communication  n»  of  30  April  19*9. 

(a)  for  the  purpooo  of  this  report  the  following  items  oonoerning  the 
condition  of  lend  linoa  of  ooomunioetion  are  defined, 

1  Condition  I,  Tho  route  io  oapablo  of  on-trying  up  to  olaee  50  loads 
(oll~divinionn  loudo). 

2  Condition  II,  tip  to  class  35  loads  (tho  majority  of  logistical 
portTe.g.,  5,000  gallon  fuel  tanker). 

i  Condition  III,  tip  to  class  16  ioade  (armored  personnel  carriers  and 
2i  ton  truoku). 

a  Condition  IV,  Oan  carry  only  light  oivirian  traffic,  therefore,  it 
is  only  opon  to  light  reconnuioaenoe  vehicles. 

£  Condition  V,  Closed  to  all  traffic 

(b)  flout  o  QL-1. 

i  Cambodian  Border  (H264M)  t®  Ofl  Dou  K«  (XT3052?0>.  loweat  bridge 
capacity  olaee  50,  condition  I. 

I  Co  Dau  Be  (XT303250)  to  Cu  Chi  (XT62B126),  condition  I. 

1  On  Ohi  (KK 26126)  to  Saigon  (M79594e>*  onpadty  claas 

60,  oondition  I. 

Saigon  (XJS795942)  to  road  Junction  3lS  (VT072130),  lowest  bridge 
oapaoity  olass  30,  oondition  HI. 

i  flood  Junction  ,3l<5  (YT072130)  to  Xwn  Loo  (11456080),  all  bridges 
unlimited  oapaoity,  condition  I. 
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(o)  Route  0I.-4  - 

1  Rood  Junction  QI.-1  (XSH45914)  to  Ben  Luo  (XS61B7JB),  lowout  bridge 
capacity  ol<on  JiD <  condition  1. 

2  lien  Luo  (Xa6l07rj0)  to  IV  CTK  boundary  (  X.‘J5  99&00 ),  lovcnt  bridge  capacity 
JO,  condition  III. 

(d)  Route  QI.-1J. 

1_  Rood  Junction  QI.-1  (XH879971)  to  I liu  (Xiong  (XT81014B),  lowent  bridge, 
capacity  oiiuui  30,  condition  113. 

2  Vie  Mui  Cuonp  (XTB1014B)  to  loo  Hinh  (XO733074).  lovoot  bridge 
oupudty  oluoo  50,  condition  1, 

1  TIu.'U  Leo  Rinh  (XU7JJO74)  to  Cnmbodlnn  border  (XU6BJ2JJ),  lowaot  bridge 
capnolty  oluna  6,  condition  IV. 

(0)  Routo  QL-14.  Dong  Xoai  (YT079759)  to  II  CTY,  boundary  (Yll'^oai 75) , 
bridge  out  (YUJOJOI l) ,  condition  V. 

(f)  Routo  QI.-15. 

J.  Men  lloa  (VT002114)  to  Borin  (Y83BOCifi7 ) »  lowest  bridge  onpnoity 
duo's  60,  oondition  1, 

2  Burin  (YSJ00607)  to  Vung  Thu  (YS274444)i  lownot  bridge  onpooity 
dans  JO,  oondition  III. 

(p)  Route  <11,-20.  Rood  junction  uL-1  (YT34J101)  to  II  CM  boundary 
(YT7fiJ572),  lowent  bridge  onpooity  dune  20,  condition  111. 

(h)  Routo  QB-22 .  Qo  Ban  Ha  (XTJS4250)  to  Toy  Hinh  (XT19B5O0),  lowost 
bridge  enuncity  olnao  45,  oondition  II. 

(i)  Rouio  WL-16,  Bien  tton  (X'f 995004)  to  JTO  (XTBB7J75) •  lowoat 
bridge  oapaoity  class  50|  oondition  I. 

(j)  Route  l/PT.-U. 

x  Hong  Xotii  (rt079759)  to  Hiuoo  Vinli  (XT970490),  oondition  III. 

2  Hiuoo  V-Jv,h  (X'i'975491)  to  rood  'junction  <(1,-13  (XT012140),  ford  (XT 
0(522^2 ),  condition  IV. 

(k)  Route  m-2.  Hoad  junction  QT,-1  (V1’4  37045)  to  Daria  (Y3300607) 
lowost  bridge  eapaaily  olnos  70i  oondition  I. 

(l)  Route  LTL-5A. 
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X  Saigon  (X3B16890)  to  Ong  Thin  Bridge  (XSB15775).  lowest  bridge 
capacity  oIohb  ‘jO  (Ong  Thin  Bridge  included),  condition  1. 

£  Ong  Thin  Bridge  (XS815775)  to  Con  ciuoo  (X3B30731),  lowest  bridge 
capacity  claun  10,  condition  III, 

J  Can  Oiuoo  (XS830731)  to  Cau  Boi  Kerry  (XS7B656B)i  lowest  bridge 
oaj'ftoity  clean  10,  oondltion  IV. 

(m)  Route  BTL-23, 

1  Batin  (YSO30607)  to  YS620653*  lowest  bridge  oapuolty  elass  35» 
oond. Sion  II , 

2  YS620653  to  II  CTZ  boundary  (YSQ1570O),  3  bridges  out  (YS674672, 
Y867567I  and  YS679669),  condition  V. 

(n)  Routs  TL9A.  Road  junction  $L-1  (XS739003),  to  Duo  Hoa  (XS598966), 
lowest  bridge  oapaoity  class  4 5 »  oondltion  II. 

(0)  Routs  I/TL-2 6  and  Route  239.  Toy  ltlnh  (XT259500)  to  Dau  Tieng 
(XT4 90460),  lowest  bridge  onpr.oity  olnos  60.  condition  I. 

f.  Psycho  logic  o.l  Operations  end  Civil  AffadrB/Civln  Actions. 

(l)  Significant  Psychological  Operations  Aotivitieo. 

(a)  Tho  II  PPORcav  PSYOP  program  has  improved  by  tho  use  of  specific 
targeting,  uhioh  inoludos  identifying  an  onony  unit  by  unit  designation 
from  main  foroo/NVA  division  down  to  battalion,  company  or  cell  and 
exploiting  tho  vulnornbilitioa  of  that  unit.  Spocifio  targeting  and 
oontinuod  emphasis  on  faoo-to-fnce  communication  contributed  to  an  in¬ 
creased  number  of  Hoi  Chonh  during  the  reporting  period.  Over  487  million 
leaflets  wore  disneuinntod  by  Ariuy  and  Air  Force  aircraft.  Over  1400 
PSYOP  oortios  were  flown  and  over  1500  loudspeaker  hours  were  broadoast 

in  support  of  taotloii  operationa.  Although  thooo  totals  aro  slightly 
less  than  thn  last  reporting  period,  tho  number  of  Hoi  Chnnh  signifieahtly 
inoroasod  to  1424,  391  morn  than  in  the  previous  period, 

(b)  Another  development  during  tho  reporting  period  was  tho  establish¬ 
ment  of  tho  Combined  Psychological  Operations  Coordination  Contor  (OFOOC), 
The  purpose  of  tho  CPOOO  io  toi 

J,  Inauro  compatibility  of  campaigns, 

2  Eliminate  duplication  of  effort. 

i  Provide  maximum  utilization  of  reeouroee. 

X  Provide  ?.  center  for  joint  planning  and  exploitation,  Tho  CPOCC  is 
a  significant  advance  in  joint  planning  vhioh  has  been  constantly  improving 
sinoo  its  i "option. 
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(o)  A  reallocation  of  night  broudcnetlng  asuets  luis  boon  r.idu,  Allowing 
a  much  wider  distribution  of  broadcasting  during  tim  primo  loudnpoakor  timo 
for  targeting  VO/lIVA  t liroughout  III  CTZ. 

(2)  Ci-  il  Affairs  and  Hill  tier,/  Clvio  Aotion. 

(a)  During  thin  qunrtor  additional  nmphaBio  has  boon  pluocd  on  elonor 
voi'king  relationship  and  coordination  with  CORDS  roproaentatlvou  at  oil 
echelons,  local  CVH  offloiala,  and  HTCAP  personnel.  Bonofitn  from  this 
affort  aro  bolng  reallxnd.  Tho  province-oriented  civil  affaim  platoons 
continue  to  bo  an  offective  coordination  link  between  US/lMIAF  units  and 
tho  advlnory  stuff.  Their  offootivenoee  is  improving  an  both  US  and  OVII 
personnel  baoomn  mors  nwara  of  the  platoont!  oupnbili  ties  and  funotiona, 

(h)  Dincucoloiio  with  puruonnol  from  subordinate  units,  MACCOltDS,  and 
adviooro  to  tlic  evil  Miuiutry  of  Health  Sooiul  Welfare  and  Relief  (MH3WR) 
indicated  that  tho  orphanage  support  throughout  III  CTZ  was  uncoordinated 
and  In  some  canes  counter-productive .  Indications  are  that  noma  orphanage* 
hoard  goods  in  expectation  of  an  interruption  of  support,  other  orphanages 
aro  entnbl lulled  for  tho  apooifio  purpose  of  nolle iting  from  Ilu/FWMAF  units 
for  personal  profitu,  whilo  still  others  are  registered  legitimate  well- 
managed  or  plumages .  Our  ultimate  objective  iu  to  provide  needed  nupport, 
on  an  interim  bania,  and  nt  the  name  time  assist  those  institution!!  in 
becoming  nelf-auf ficient.  Tho  key  to  tho  attainment  of  our  objective  is 
a  woll -coordinated  program  which  will  onouvo  on  equitable  and  fair  distri¬ 
bution  of  our  support  where  needed.  In  some  caoou  two  or  mors  units  are 
rendering  support  to  a  single  orphanage .  Another  orphanage  in  the  samo 
locale  is  not  being  supported  by  any  unit,  yet  it  is  Just  os  noedy. 

These  situations  arise  bocuuuo  some  instituationo  are  more  aggressive  than 
others  and  solicit  assistance  from  all  units  in  tho  area.  Stops  have 
been  taken  to  develop  a  veil-coordinated  program  whioh  will  allow  uu  to 
attain  our  orphanage-  support  objootivo. 

l 

(o)  Ae  an  adjunct  to  the  existing  Community  Relations  Urogram,  If 
fyOKOKV  and  III  CTZ  conducted  tho  second  quarterly  Combined  Civilian 
Orientation  Conference  (CCOC)  aimed  at  middle  ooholon  government  olTioials, 
religious  and  oduoatlonal  loaders,  and  other  opinion  nakoru  within  HI  CTZ, 
Tho  objective  of  thin  conference  was  to  inoroaso  tho  degree  of  civilian 
support  for  GVN  and  US  efforts  in  achieving  security  and  puoifioation 
within  tho  RVH.  Tho  ooni'oronoa  was  Uglily  suooeooful  and  extremely  voll- 
rooeived  by  tho  ottendooo. 

( j .  Civil  thiorationn  and  Hnvolutio n nr y  Dovclofmont  Su pport. 

(l)  Rovolutirntiry  Development,  With  tho  oonolueion  of  both  the  Acceler¬ 
ated  Pacification  Campaign  and  the  19f>8  HD  Program  on  J1  Jmiuury  1?69»  III  . 
CTZ  had  expanded  government  control  virtually  to  the  extent  of  the  resources 
then  available.  Consequently,  in  addition  to  tho  normal  interruption  causod 
by  the  Tet  holidays,  the  lack  of  additional  resources  impeded  the  initiation 
of  the  1969  Pacification  Plane.  Additionally,  training  requirements  and  the 
need  to  provide  additional  definition  in  order  to  initiato  the  village  and 
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provincial  development  aonoept*  prevented  the  full  implementation  of  the 
1969  progrsme.  In  tenna  of  lnorsafllng  security  and  initiating  village 
"«lf  help  and  provinoiul  development  projocto,  littla  wad  achieved  in  tho 
1969  PuolfiO'i!. ion  Irogvaia.  On  tlw  othor  hand,  real  progress  wo*  achieved 
m  training  officials,  providing  definitive  peoification  policy  guidance 
.rod  developing  additional  seourity  ineouroesj  all  of  whioh  should  begin  to 
boor  fruit  during  tho  next  quarter.  However,  It  wan  not  reasonable  to 
expert  that  the  village)  oonoept  could  be  thoroughly  implemented  on  a  Corpw- 
wld.i  basis  In  lone  than  ono  year.  A  vary  oirong  do  torrent  to  tho  village 
conoupt  was  found  in  tho  poruiotenoe  of  Saigon  luvol  officialdom  In  03tab?iih- 
ing  hamlet  goals  for  seourity  expansion.  Further  evidence  of  undermining 
the  village  concept  was  seen  by  tho  deployment  In  sono  areas  of  RD  Cadre 
Teamn  to  spooific  hamlets  rather  than  to  villages.  This  persisted  in  spits 
of  strong  supervisory  efforts.  District  chiefs  stated  that  they  understand 
tho  village  ooncapt  but  that  they  had  hamlet  goals  to  meet  by  )0  Juno.  In 
the  muantino,  the  completion  of  training  of  now  RF  companies  and  the.x 
deploynont  throughout  III  CTZ  should  provide  the  basie  for  significant 
advances  in  hamlet  and  population  control  by  JO  June. 

(2)  Territorial  Seourity,  Regional  Koroe/Popular  Force  (BF/P?)  activities 
inoreaaed  during  the  reporting  period  as  compared  to  tho  previous  period. 

Ebony  activity  increased  sharply  at  thn  end  of  February  with  large  eoale 
attacks  against  military  installations  and  population  centers  following  the 
Tet  holidays.  After  the  poat-Tet  offeneivo,  enemy  activity  was  reduoed  to 
terrorist  aotivity  and  attacks  on  small  isolated  outpoeta.  However,  the 
ability  of  the  RF/PF  to  provide  territorial  aeourity  for  III  CTZ  continued 

to  show  improvement.  The  increased  firs  power  and  improved  communications 
resulting  from  issuanoe  of  Midi  rifles,  M60  maohlnegune,  and  ah/RRO-25  radios 
enabled  tho  RF/PF  to  aohieva  greater  successes  in  engagements  with  the  enemy. 
Additionally,  the  advisory  effort  of  the  Mobile  Advisory  Teams  (MAT's)  in 
tho  areas  of  training  and  operations  continued  to  improve  the  oombat  effective¬ 
ness  of  the  RF/PF. 

(3)  Refuges  Program. 

(a)  During  tho  period  16-20  March  1969,  2066  persons  wore  relocated 
within  the  Miohelin  Rubber  Plantation  (Tri  Tam  District,  Binh  Duong).  Most 
of  thssa  persons,  who  worn  Miohelin  rubber  workers,  were  able  to  oontinue 
their  prior  employment.  Tho  relocation  was  deemed  neoeasory  to  Improve 
looal  oeourity.  Extensive  prior  planing  and  coordination  between  U3  and 
ARVN  military  units,  CORDS,  tho  Ministry  of  llealth,  Social  Welforo  and 
Relief,  and  district  and  province  authorities  were  effected  prior  to  the 
movement.  Determinations  were  made  as  to  the  responsibility  for  the  various 
aspects  of  construction  as  vsll  as  other  assistance  whioh  the  people  were 

to  reoalve.  Oonatmotion  of  outposts  and  nsv  housing  was  completed  prior 
to  the  movement.  Deployment  ol  seourity  foroee  was  adequate.  The  nove- 
ment  was  executed  in  a  coordinated  manner  with  no  major  dlffioultloe. 

(b)  Involuntary  population  relocations  are  highly  undesirable |  however, 
in  this  psrtioulir  oass,  massive  military  exploitation  by  combined  OS/OVN 
foroee ,  whioh  ooourrtd  subsequent  to  the  evacuation  of  the  people,  deprived 
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the  enemy  of  important  buoa  Menu.  The  value  of  thlo  movo  dearly  out¬ 
weighed  the  negative  nn|xiotB  of  thin  mluuiiUon, 

(d)  Chieu  lloi. 

(a)  During  tlm  reporting  ixjriod  tlio  Chiou  Hoi  program  wuu  credited  with 
!i424  rullloru.  Thin  in  u  30  pureent  increase  from  the  previous  quarter 
(1.055).  Additionally ,  a  favorable  trend  developed  nhowing  11  significantly 
groator  number  of  lloi  Clmnh  rallying  each  oucooeding  month.  In  Fobru/ay 
there  were  ?’/ 2  rallitrs,  increasing  to  493  in  March  and  639  in  April.  The 
roturnau  rnto  for  April  wao  tho  larger t  input  for  any  single  month  since 
July  1967  whan  742  rallied,  In  Hovwubor,  Docombor,  and  Jamiury,  540  or  53 
ptuoont  of  tho  total  rnlliorn  ( 1 .053 )  worn  oroditod  to  the  Third  1-nrty 
Inducement  I'rogrom.  Of  the  number  who  rallied  in  tho  pnut  qvmrtor  (fob- 
ruary  -  April),  995  or  70  peroont  of  tho  total  (4,424)  wore  attributed 

to  the  cash  awards  program. 

• 

(b)  It  in  apparent  that  the  Chiou  lloi  Program  was  not  hampered  by  tho 
enemy's  post-Tet  offo.nive.  The  marked  improvement  in  tho  number  of  ralliera 
in  Hatch  and  April  was  attributed  in  part  to  tho  onomy'o  failure  to  achieve 

a  dooinivo  victory,  thus  creating  a  psychological  olimato  which  prompted 
dofootionn.  Othor  factors  which  hnvo  influoncod  tho  upward  trend  in  Hoi 
Chanh  during  tho  quarter  wore  tho  military  prensurec  brought  to  bote  by 
FWMAF,  the  impact  of  tho  intennifioO  KJYOl'S  offort,  and  the  declining  in¬ 
fluence  of  Viet  Cong  propaganda.  Many  of  the  Hoi  Chunh  reported  foor  and 
hnrdahip  as  the  major  reason  for  thoir  dofeotion.  OthorB  said  ttiBt  they 
have  become  dinenohantod  with  tho  Vint  Ceng's  promise  of  victory  and  a 
better  way  of  life. 

(5)  Hew  Life  Development. 

(a)  The  1969  3’aaifioation  Campaign  plnoed  greater  omphanio  on  fortioi- 
pation  by  tho  people.  The  thomo  woe  village  development  whioh  included  tho 
establishment  of  a  viable  body  to  manage  all  affairs.  Funding  oolf  holp 
projooto  by  tho  village  government  was  a  priury  no  pact  of  Village  hovelop- 
mant. 

(b)  Tho  1969  Ih-O/5  *ioo  objootivuo  wore  to  plant'  D5.500  hsoturou,  with 
42,500  liooteiea  plannod  ftB  tho  first  orop  anil  11,000  hootaroo  ao  a  nnoond 
crop. 


h.  Oorowinicatlontj.  Significant  changes  in  oommuniontiono  in  euppovt 
of  II  FFOhcEv  operations  during  their  reporting  period  are  outlined  bolowi 

(l)  During  mid-February,  tho  lot  Australian  Took  Foroo  moved  ito 
forward  clomont  into  a  now  looation.  Tho  forward  eloir.ont  wos.  DUpported 
with  a  twelve -ohannel  radio  carrier  eyotsti  whioh  providod  diroot  telephone 
oomraunicationo  to  tho  tuotioal  and  corpo  area  nwitohboori  looatod  at 
Plantation.  Thia  eyeten  is  in  addition  to  the  norisul  twelve -ohonnol 
ejrstBm  to  the  let  ATF  bneo  oamp  at  Kui  Dot. 
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(2)  Two  fixed  n  t  at  loti  AlTuUlli  Made  V  terminals  wen-  installed  in  the 
11  FFURCEV  Communications  Canter  (Commccnter)  during  February  1969.  Tho 
two  terminals  tir„  owned,  operated,  mid  malntuinsd  by  the  let  Signal  Brigade 
(USA6TKATC0H) .  The  overload  telotyixi  oirouit  installed  in  December  1966 
to  luindle  me  unge  traffic  buoklogo  destined  for  the  1’hu  Uud  Major  Relay 
wae  deactivated  upon  uaoeptance  of  the  two  Mode  V  terminals, 

(?)  On  17  March  1969,  the  II  FTORCKV  Tnctioal  Oporstione  Center  (TOC) 
Com:. center  become  operational  in  the  underground  TOC,  having  been  relocated 
from  tlie  ground-level  fooility  prevously  used.  The  new  looation  permits 
instantaneous  service  to  action  ngonoies  of  the  TOC  and  provideo  rapid 
responds  to  the  perishable,  critical  information  pnaaed  on  thoir  circuits, 
Roviood  tiroccdurun  ooncorning  tho  now  TOC  Commoonter'o  use  were  promulgated 
in  II  b'RiKCbV  Regulation  105*3  and  in  a  II  FFOIiCidV  stuff  memorandum.  The 
now  prooodureo  were  directed  to  reduce  the  flow  of  non-critioal  information 
being  passed  through  tho  II  FFGHCEV  TOO  teletype  network  and,  therefore, 
will  enable  the  system  to  provldo  responsive,  expeditious  tsrvlce  for 
oporatlonul  and  intelligence  communications, 

(4)  During  early  March,  three  teletype  oircuits  were  moved  from  the 
TOC  Cominoenter  to  the  main  comnicontnri  5th  SFQ,  RTAVF,  and  11th  ACR, 

These  three  units  have  only  ono  oomraoontor ,  necessitating  tho  processing 
of  all  teletype  messages  over  one  oirouit.  This  means  that  tho  TCC  Comm- 
contor  now  handles  only  operatlona  and  intelligence  traffic  and  it  greatly 
reduces  tho  noed  to  relay  messagea  botweon  the  main  and  TOC  Comracerters, 
lowering  the  workload  on  both. 

(5)  During  mid-March,  a  100-pair  underground  oable  was  installed  between 
tho  main  distribution  frame  und  the  main  oommoenter.  This  onblo  makes 
possible  direot  rerouting  of  main  oommoenter  olrouits  should  the  frame, 
located  at  the  patch  panel,  be  destroyed,  with  the  installation  of  this 
cable,  all  olrouits  handled  by  the  patoh  frame  could  be  direotly  rerouted 
through  the  main  frame,  and  vies  versa,  should  either  of  the  frasies  be 
destroyed. 

(6)  New  Joint  SEA  Ground  Tactical  Nestor  KeylistB  are  to  bo  issued  to 
each  of  the  four  Corps  Taotioal  Zones  (CTZ)  in  RVN.  The  keyllste  are 
designed,  to  the  maximum  extent  possible,  to  replace  existing  unique  key- 
liets  held  by  numerous  units  throughout  each  CTZ  and  to  provide  significant 
improvement  in  oompntability  of  seouri  voioo  communications  botweon  ndjaoent 
divisions  and  simplify  command  and  control  where  elements  of  ono  division 
are  plaoed  under  operational  oontrol  of  another  division,  Nestor  keyllste 
are  used  with  FM  radio  epesoh  security  equipment  (KY-8/26/jB  oiyptographio 
dsvioes).  Complete  instructions  for  use  of  the  new  keyliets  have  been 
disseminated  to  all  aonoerned  and  implementation  is  pending  receipt  of  the 
keyllste  by  all  users, 

(7)  A  conference  concerning  FM  radio  frequency  Interference  on  Nul  Ba 
lien  was  hsld  at  Headquarter* ,  II  7FORCEV  on  5  April  1969*  Representatives 
of  all  unit*  utilising  Nul  Ba  Dsn  ware  in  attendance.  Members  of  tho  signal 
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flection  HhH  ouiHa  a  nrlnt'  nn-tiiA-eiiot  atud^  of  thi  erobli.m.  bov.trn]  swr-stlons 
concerning  frequency  coordination,  testing  and  control  worn  pronoiiod  and 
•stablishod  as  policy.  FM  radio  not  priorities  were  designated  arid  alter¬ 
nate  possible  Be,  aim  of  PM  radio  rutr anomies ion  were  diocuased.  since  the 
policies  wo adapted,  s lgnif leant  progress  hull  benn  made  In  solving  the 
frequency  intbiferenoo  problum  on  !lul  Ba  Den,  tlirough  mutual  cooperationo 
of  all  II  KKOItCKV  mlts  concerned. 

(6)  On  20  April  1969*  Hien  lica  Tactical  Aren  Cecinami  (BIITnC)  moved  Iron 
its  old  location  on  Bien  tlna  Air  Forco  Bnno  to  lto  preoont  location  in  the 
II  FFORCLV  Altornntc  TOO  in  tho  ARVM  Ill  Corpo  Cowpo.oid,  Detailed  pre¬ 
planning  for  oonrnjunlcutlons  at  the  nnw  loontion  and  clone  coordination  b  etween 
the  SliTAC  Signal  Officer,  II  FFOHCliV  Signal  Section,  and  the  334  Signal 
Battalion  (Corpu)  aaourod  continuous  and  highly  tillable  communications 
during  and  nftor  tin*  move,  Tho  now  TOC  provided  not  only  better  protection 
for  tlx*  portionnol  and  equipment*  but  alno  more  Operational  working  sptuio . 

Tho  now  TOO  inoludoo  a  eomuioonter  with  mom'o  tololypo  capability  to  II  FFORCEV 
TOC  Couucenler  and  a  threo-ponition  nwitohboard  whioh  prOvidoa  faBter  tele¬ 
phone  eerviou  with  increased  line  and  trunk  capacity. 

1*  Information. 

(1)  "The  hurricane",  II  FPOHCKV'u  monthly  iro.gnv.inn  continued  at  its 
inoroaoed  circulation  of  36,000  copies  while  receiving  honorable  mention 

in  the  US  Army  Vietnam  publication,]  judging.  During  the  reporting  period, 
the  February,  March  and  April  Immcn  contained  24  feature  articles  and  two 
special  art  lnyoute.  Six  of  thoee  nrticleo  featured  COHIti  nation  building 
activities,  two  atoriou  covered  community  relations  projects  and  two  other 
articles  dealt  with  D3YOPS  and  pacification.  t)S  Amy  units  were  deacribed 
in  five  otoriea  vhiln  AHVII  activities  wore  reported  in  four.  Unique  people 
or  plaoos  wore  profiled  in  two  otorios  and  the  Uu  Air  Foroo  und  llnvy  were 
covered  in  throe,  Thu  apodal  art  lay  onto  high1  ightod  Viet  (iong/ffVA  booby 
trapn,  uniformo,  and  weapons.  During  thin  came  period,  the  offioinl  Uii 
Army  mogaaina,  "Ariy  Digest"  publiohod  night  "liuri'ioano"  storiec  in  its 
Fobruury,  March,  end  April  ioeuco. 

(2)  As  a  result  of  personnel  turbulence,  television  production  van 
temporarily  suopondod)  however,  tho  itodio/Tolevisicn  Boction  increancd  itB 
radio  production  by  moro  than  37  porcont.  A  total  of  B89  hometown  radio 
tapoo  and  nine  feature  etorien  worn  rtleatiod. 

(3)  Tho  rubllo  Information  flection  produced  ond  rnloanod  121  genoral 

'  nova  etories  which  o;uno  within  five  relearn, n  of  doubling  tho  output  of  the 
previous  reporting  period.  Homotovn  nows  rcleusou  submitted  during  tho 
roporting  period  totallod  254* 

J.  Innnootor  Conoro-I.  During  t!io  reporting  period  the  Inspector 
Oenorol  ecmploted  0  inspections  and  conducted  5  inveotigationn/inquirlco. 

k.  Staff  Judffo  Advocate. 
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(1)  During  tho  reporting  period  personnel  of  tho  Stuff  Judge  Advocate’a 
eootion  continued  to  visit  unite  in  tiiu  field  to  provide  legal  neeistMioe 
end  guidance  in  tho  handling  of  military  , unities  wittere,  "lilt  program 
improved  BUlmtnntlnlly  during  the  latter  part  of  tho  period  duo  to  tho 
temporary  m.oigivnont  of  two  enlisted  lawyers  who  wore  utilised  primarily 

in  legal  nosistance,  military  affairs,  and  as  individual  eounool  in  trial* 
bufoiu  spooial  oaurts-ro.irtinl.  A  JACC  officer  vidtod  11th  Armored  Cuvulry 
llociwnnt1  o  bane  camp  for  ono  day  or  mono  each  week  to  provide  any  legal 
f.orvicos  required. 

(2)  The  Stuff  Judge  Advoeato  verified  tho  olussif ication  by  the  219th 
Military  Intelligence  ltetaohment  of  a  number  of  dntuinooo  as  to  their  statu’j 
as  oivil  defendants  or  prisoner!)  of  war, 

(3)  Pour  general  o our ts -martial  were  oontluoted  for  BUoh  offenooa  a* 
assault  with  intent  to  murdor,  aggravated  aoeault,  ebsonoo  without  authority, 
dooortion,  wrongful  appropriation,  bad  ehaak  offenaoo,  and  violation  of 
poatal  regulationo. 

(4)  Tl»  Offioo  of  tho  Staff  Judgo  Advocate  continued  to  provide  legal 
support  for  post,  oamp,  and  station  funationn. 

(5)  Foreign  claimn  (All  27-20)  allowed  a  doorensa,  whereas  oldnto 
lnoidont  to  ocrvico  (All  27-293  by  military  personnel  showed  a  subotsntial 
inoronoo  during  tho  reporting  period,  those  trondo  aro  attributed  to 
better  education  in  claims  matters  by  olaitiB  offioera  down  to  unit  level 
end  better  dissemination  of  this  information  to  all  personnel, 

2.  (C)  Section  II.  Los  no  no  Ino.mndi  Commander1  c  Observations  and 

Rnoon.Miindn.tlo.in. 

a.  Fornonnol.  Moohnnlo  Tru.lnoon  for  Provinob  Hnlntonnnoo  Shove. 

(1)  Oli.'ll'lHVATlOtl  •  Shortage  of  qualified  nuohonloo  and  adult  mocoiuilo 
trainees  exists  due  to  the  monpowor  shortagea, 

(2)  BVALTJATIOM •  Tho  program  for  recruiting,  training,  end  retention 
of  Eol  Chsnh  twohanio  trainee*  hw>  produced  loss  than  satisfactory  results, 
Oonverssly,  the  program  for  reorui tract  end  training  of  teenage  moohanio 
apprentices  la  proceeding  well, 

(3)  KECOKMKMPATIOH ,  Provinces  experiencing  difficulties  in  reorultlng 
provinoe  mnintennnoo  shop  meohaclo  trainees  should  attempt  to  reoruit  and 
train  selected  teenagers, 

b.  Operations . 
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•  { 1 )  Security  of  Kefur.co  Sites  in  Phuoc  Lour  Province. 

(n)  OBSERVATION.  It  was  realized  after  the  February  VC  attacks 
in  Phuoc  Long  Province  that  certain  refugee  hamlets  could  not  be  properly 
defended. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  To  improve  the  situation,  four  refugee  hamlets, 
which  had  been  scattered  and  difficult  to  defend  separately,  were  re¬ 
grouped  into  a  more  defensible  area.  The  new  refugee  location  was 
called  the  Son  Trung  Security  Area.  The  hamlets  were  relocated  with 
local  leadership  intact  and  were  close  to  local  agricultural  areas, 
thereby  minimizing  the  population's  objection  to  the  movement.  The 
movement  of  these  refugees  resulted  in  an  improved  state  of  security 
because  it  allowed  a  better  deployment  to  be  made  of  the  available 
security  fo  ces  and  the  new  location  is  easier  to  defend  than  the  old 
sites. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  If  the  security  conditions  dictate  the  ne¬ 
cessity  to  relocate  wfugees,  consideration  should  be  given  to  the 
adverse  effect  of  an  involuntary  movement.  If  the  relocation  is 
planned  and  carried  out  efficiently!  with  adequate  support,  such  a 
movement  can  actually  improve  popular  support  as  well  as  enhance  the 
security  posture  of  the  namlets. 

(2)  Defense  Arainst  Sapper  Attacks. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  enemy  is  placing  greater  importance  on  the 
use  of  sapper  techniques  and  is  increasing  his  employment  of  sapper 
attacks.  However,  such  attacks  can  be  thwarted. 

(b)  EVALUATION. 

J[  The  standard  pattern  employed  in  sapper  attacks  is  as  follows: 

a  The  primary  objective  of  a  sapper  attack  is  to  penetrate  the 
defenses  of  the  friendly  force,  inflict  the  maximum  number  of  casualties, 
destroy  equipment  and  bunker  complexes  within  the  perimeter,  and  with¬ 
draw. 

b  The  sapper  is  a  hardened,  well  trained,  and  highly  motivated 
soldier.  He  is  combat  experienced,  r.as  received  extensive  special¬ 
ized  training,  and  is  a  volunteer.  His  primary  mission  is  to  inflict 
casualties  and  to  destroy  equipment,  weapons,  and  installations.  His 
primary  weapon  is  the  explosive  charge. 

c  Sapper  training  consists  of  two  phases.  During  the  first  phase, 
the  trainee  receives  instruction  to  enable  him  to  approach  an  objective 
without  being  detected,  to  penetrete  the  perimeter  of  the  defending 
force,  and  to  fight  the  defending  soldier  at  close  range.  In  the 
second  phase,  tte  trainee  receives  detailed  instruction  in  the  tech-, 
nical  aspects  of  explosives. 
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d  In  conducting  n  sniper  oication,  the  enun\y  commander  firet 
formulates  his  |  l,ui.  Thou  ho  unci  hir  subordinate  clement  commanders 
spend  days  ru  ec-urieltcring  the  objective  to  determine;  routeo  of 
u|i|  roach  and  withdrawal.  Tliey  determine  tin  amount  and  location  of 
defensive  position!;  and  protective  devices]  the  oxacl  strength  around 
tho  per  (no  ter  i.nd  within  the  objectivo  area,  unci  plot  the  location  of 
trenoh-.-a,  bunkers,  weapons'  positions,  command  posts,  snd  aiamunition 
etor.ige  areas, 

o  Tho  time  between  the  reconnaissance  und  tho  actual  attack  is 
S|*nt  in  rehearsals  and  brie  fine, ,  uslrv'  sketches  and  sand  tables  to 
nppri.'io  each  man  of  exactly  what  IrJ  muot  do  throughout  tho  attack, 
a  fir.  uupport  plun  is  developed  and  appropriate  signals  for  attack 
and  withdrawal  are  formulated, 

_f  Cn  tho  day  of  the  attack,  the  enemy  frequently  spend'!  almost 
an  entire  day  to  approach  within  a  few  hundred  motors  of  tho  porimotor 
wirvi ,  advancing  tho  remaining  dlutnnoo  during  hows  of  dorkriono. 

The  euppor  frequently  utilises  tho  leaat  likoly  and  moot  difficult 
avenunn  of  approach.  Hu  takoo  hie  time  in  doing  no  bo  cause  the  use 
of  tliuuo  avenues  of  fora  tlw  boat  opportunity  to  work  hia  way  batveon 
listening  posta.  Tho  Buccess.of  tho  attack  is  dopondcint  upon  hlfl 
ability  to  broach  the  wire  without  Doing  dotoctod, 

£  The  assault,  itself,  is  violent,  beginning  with  a  pieparation 
(normally  mortar  fite)  to  attempt  to  force  the  defenders  to  Book  shelter 
within  bunkerB.  Than  HTO  fire  is  placed  in  tho  selected  points  of 
ponotrntion.  Small  anna  fire  is  not  employed  except  to  cover  the 
withdrawal  aa  the  enemy  does  not  wish  to  revoal  the  presence  of 
attacking  forces  prior  to  tie  attack, 

h  The  uctual  attack  is  characterised  by  violence  and  speed. 
uiee~Uie  aotual  attack  commences,  mortars  ceaoo  firing.  Tho  im¬ 
pression  of  incoming  fire  is  maintained  through  tho  use  of  RPfl's, 
grenades,  and  explosive  oharges.  Once  inside  the  perimeter,  sapper 
teams  move  "on  tho  double"  to  their  assigned  objectives,  without 
oonoideration  for  porBonal  safety.  So  looted  members  of  tho  unit 
continue  to  fire  RKl'S  and  to  dotonate  explosives  in  ordor  to  keep  the 
defending  troops  in  their  bunkers, 

1  Upun  completion  of  ito  mioi.lon,  each  team  then  mnvnn  rapidly 
to  tho  planned  point  of  withdrawal  and  exits  the  objuotive  aroa. 

During  this  exit  operation,  oxplooivo  charges  are  thrown  into  all 
bunkors  not  previously  doetroyod  by  RIO  fire. 

2  Thore  ie  ono  major  woaknoss  in  the  tactics  employed.  The 
sapper  must  have  time.  Ho  will  enerifioo  speed  to  achieve  surprise. 

Tho  defending  forco  can  prevent  tho  enemy  from  having  tho  time  hs 
needs,  Tho  unit  that  remains  in  its  position!  following  a  etondard 
pattorn  and  making  no  effort  to  interdict  oitlnr  tl*  initial  eapper 
rseonnuissance  or  the  time  consuming  approach  to  the  objuotive  invites 
dioaster. 
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2  Convnvnderfl  must  always  bo  aware  of  thu  requirements  for  adequate 
fields  of  fire,  pro[«riy  iocated  inwiiwl  uefenulvs  reelvior,*,  Sr.i  co¬ 
ordinated  final  protective  forces.  However,  Increased  erphasls  must  be 
Riven  to  tho  defense  against  aappor  attacks . 

(c)  RtX0i-lMhNDAT10N3, 

J_  That  commanders  tuko  positive  action  to  insure  tnat  personnel  of 
their  commands  are  thoroughly  and  properly  orlBntod  on  their  responsi- 
bilitioo  prior  to  [terformimce  of  noourlty  dutloo. 

2  That  physical  nocurity  training  bu  emphasized  durlnc  replacemont 
training, 

2  That  counter  sapper  training  bo  instituted  and  delegated  to  tha 
lowoat  olomont  having,  the  ability  to  conduct  offoclivo  training, 
f’roporly  trained  personnel  and  effoctivo  leadership  can  thwart  sapper 
attacks, 

4  That  contlnuoun  effective  perimeter  and  internal  security,  and 
early  detection  techniques  bo  emphasized  to  prevent  successful  nappe r 
attacks. 

(3)  Booby  Trail  Tochnlouon  and  Tn f o mat,  1  op . 

(a)  OBiKRVnTlON,  Poreonnel  must  to  continuously  alort  for  booby 
traps  for  it  is  tho  action  and  reactions  of  the  individual  soldier  that 
will  detect  booby  tra[vj  and  insure  his  and  his  fellow  ooldioro’  safety, 

(b)  EVIjiUaTIuN.  Analysis  of  data  concerning  boob"  trhp3  reveals 
tho  followingi 

almost  all  booby  traps  are  delected  visually.  Very  few  have 
boon  detected  tin  the  rotmlt  of  informants  or  scout  dogs,  Therefore, 
personnel  muot  be  always  alert  tor  tho  prooonoo  of  booby  traps. 

2  Tho  peak  of  booby  trap  dotootion  oocUrs  at  1100  hour#  in  tho 
morning  whan  the  troops  aro  fresh  and  alert.  Tho  average  poalc  of 
detonations  occurs  at  1600  hours  whom  the  troops  are  tired  and  not  as 
alort,  Tha  majority  of  booby  trap- caounlitios  occur  on  reconnaissance 
in  force  missions.  Consideration  should  bo  Eivon  to  relating  units  aa 
well  as  load  personnel  as  the  day  progresses  in  order  to  have  alert 
trooi s  up  front,  Point  men  should  be  rotated  often  when  tho  troop3 
are  tired. 

i  In  rioe  paddy  areas,  boeby  traps  were  previously  located  pre¬ 
dominantly  alone  trails  and  rico  paddy  dikes,  many  are  now  locatod  in 
Jungle  growth.  Iloeent  prisoner  intorroeationn  have  indicated  that  tho 
VC  employ  booby  traps  as  a  dofonoivo  msusuro  around  po riveters  of 
bunkered  positions  and  that  thuoo  booby  trap  fields  are  normally  one. 
or  two  string*  in  depth.  Personnel  must  bo  alort  for  booby  traps 
around  tho  complete, porinvstcr  of  nipa  or  built-up  enoay  positions* 


52 


COrSi'KCJTlAl 


AVFUC-HE-M 

SUWECTi  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  II  Field  Foreo  Vietnam  for 
I’erlod  Ending  30  April  1%9,  RCE  COFOIi  -  (Hi )  (W-DHO-TO-A)  (U) 

With  the  coming  wot  o  peon  there  will  probably  l>o  a  nuftller  number  of 
booby  traps  located  i.i  rice  paddlee  boeauBO  of  paddy  utilisation  for  the 
planting  of  crops.  Horn  booby  traps  will  Urn  probably  bo  placed  along 
truilo  wul  rice  paddy  dikes  as  the  movement  of  troopo  is  conaliied  along 
therm  routee. 

4  The  majority  of  all  booby  tr«i  o  aro  trip-wiro  devicee  attached  to 
a  grvtiudo.  These  can  bo  detected  vinually  or  can  be  activated  with 
heavy  objects  thrown  ahead  and  dragged  over  tho  surface.  Excellent 
drugging  devices  can  be  made  by  utilising  1 55nim  '-hipping  pluge.  Every 
squad  going  into  the  field  should  have  Bonn  Bort  .  dragging  devico. 

Jj  Troopn  moving  In  a  single  file  somettmuo  movo  too  closely  to¬ 
gether.  This  rouults  in  multiple  casualties  from  booby  trup  deton¬ 
ations,  Also,  troops  should  not  congregate  in  tho  area  whore  «  booby 
tra,  is  being  dianimod. 

6  a  person  doteoting  a  booby  trap  should  inform  other  personnel 
with  him  of  this  fact. 

(c)  RriCOKilub  JaTIi.NS  . 

1_  That  troopo  observe  oorroot  dioperenl  procedures  in  the  field, 

2  Ttia t  commanders  insure  that  all  personnel  undnr  their  conmonds 
aro  aware  of  dangers  of  booby  t.rapn  and  tt«  teehn iques  used  by  the 
enemy  in  tho  employment  of  booby  traps. 

2  That  periodic  refrssher  training  in  this  subjoct  bo  glvon. 

4  That  every  squad  going  into  the  field  have  some  eort  of  dragging 
device  for  detonating  booby  traps. 

(4)  US  Tactics  -  VC  Vlow. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Sonw  tactics  employed  by  I®  units  allow  Viet  Cong 
to  evade  US  forces. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  A  prisoner  captured  during  an  operation  on  11 
April,  provided  whs  following  information  during  initial  interrogation* 

J_  .Ban  US  hoHoopters  land,  tho  Viot  Cong  lirmud lately  enter  their 
bunkers,  When  US  troops  sweep  arcus,  tho  Viut  Cong  hold  thoir  fire  and 
remain  silent  oven  when  US  troops  ooms  within  ono  or  two  meters  of  thoir 
positions.  They  do  not  cry  out  if  wounded. 

2  To  break  out  of  Uo  encirclements,  Viet  Cong  reconnaissance  elements 
conduct  continuous  and  extensive  reconnaissance  to  attempt  to  .locate  a 
gap  in  the  seal,  When  a  gap  is  locatad,  tho  Viet  Cong  eomandor  gives 
tho  order  to  withdraw  at  the  tins  he  deems  most  favorable,  with  night 
withdrawal  the  preferred  method.  The  headquarters  and  reconnaissance 
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elanents  secure  each  side  of  the  gap  whilo  the  companies  filter  through 
the  gap.  in  small  groups  and  in  single  file.  A  small  force  is  left  be¬ 
hind  in  the  contact  area  to  cover  the  withdrawal;  the  size  varies  from 
a  squad  to  a  platoon,  depending  upon  the  tactical  situation. 

I  2.  Local  guerrillas  are  used  to  lay  boovy  traps  to  protect  the 
flanks  of  tho  enemy  force.  These  booby  traps  are  often  laid  in  two 
to  four  rows  along  tho  flanks  and  astrido  possible  avcnuos  of  approach 
into  the  enemy  defensive  positions.  The  local  guerrillas  also  provide 
a  screening  and  delaying  force  for  the  enemy.  - 

4  U5  helicopter  assaults  are  very  fast  and  well  done,  allowing  the 
Viet  Cong  no  time  to  move  out.  Immediately  after  the  first  two  heli¬ 
copters  released  smoke,  US  troops  come  in. 

2  Us  troops  stay  too  close  together  during,  movement,  rest,  and  with¬ 
drawal.  The  troops  move  in  one  group  allowing  the  Viet  Cong  to  easily 
pin  them  down  with  one  nachinogun,  US  troops  believe  that  because  they 
cannot  immediately  see  Viet  Cong  in  an  area,  the  Viet  Cong  are  not  there. 
They  fail  to  check  all  canals  and  bunkers. 

(c)  RECOI-iMjJJDrtTIOKS. 

1_  That  personnel  be  instructed  on  utilizing  thorough  search  methods 
when  sweeping  an  area  of  contact. 

■  2  That  personnel  be  informed  of  the  fact  that  the  enemy  employ 
booby  traps  in  two  to  four  rows  along  the  flanks  of  his  position  and 
astride  possible,  avenues  of  approach  to  his  position  areas. 

2  That  personnel  be  continually  made  aware  of  proper  dispersal 
procedures. 

4  That  the  effectiveness  of  helicopter  assaults  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  commanders. 

(5)  River  Patrol  Boat.  OiBK)  Operations 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  To  effectively  utilize  PBR's,  close  coordination 
is  required  at  lower  levels.  The  oxporicncc  of  the  PBR  division 
commanders  and  their  crews  should  be  heavily  relied  upon. 

(b)  EVALUATION. 

J.  PBR's,  with  their  50  caliber  machine  guns  and  other  organic 
weapons,  can  provide  a  large  amount  of  firepower,  to  include  effective 
grazing  fire,  for  short  periods  of  time.  They  can  be  utilized  for  the 
fast  movement  of  small  groups  of  personnel,  the  insertion  of  night  am- 
bushes,  and  the  quick  extraction  of  these  ambushes  through  the  use  of 
cargo  nets. 

2  When  employing  P3R's  in  new  areas,  problems  have  be;«  encountered 
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(c)  UML  ilr.h.WI 

J.  That  tin  I'lik  division  commanders  and  hi#  boat  cam  sins  ba  permitted 
to  conduct  on  aerial  «"cf'nnaUsAnc<'  of  a  now  area  of  Derations  prior  to 
beg i.mlng  tho  o)eration.  This  would  allow  familiarisation  of  tin  terrain 
and  provide  information  on  possible  ambush  sites  (friendly  and  enemy), 
(ossible  enttnvy  escape  routes,  and  the  location  of  friendly  village*, 
military  installations,  brid/'es,  and  haaardu  such  as  fish  etukus, 

2  That  i  reoporationul  briefing  bo  conducted  to  orient  tho  i  BR 
division  commanders  with  the  operation  and  its  objectives  and  to 
acquaint  the  ground  commandor  witli  Kdli  tactics  and  rapubilitioo. 

2  That  the  ground  conmnidora  consult  frequently  with  tie  TUR 
commandor®  during  tho  operation  to  ensure  tlu  moat  effcctivo  utilitation 
of  assets, 

(6)  Tochnloims  for  Dincovnrlnn  I'jiem.v  llldooutn. 

(a)  OBBLHVmTIUN.  Emphasis  must  be  placed  on  thorough  searches  in 
order  to  discover  ener<y  hideouts.  During  many  operations,  friendly 
forces  encountered  intensive  onomy  resistance  prior  to  tho  ocoupfttion  of 
an  .objective  but,  although  tho  ansa  was  soalod  off,  tho  enemy  seemingly 
disappeared  and  left  no  traces  once  the  objootive  was  occupiod. 

(b)  LVaUMTit'W.  Throe  typos  of  hideouts  wore  found  and  thov  we’re 
often  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  terrain  features  rather  than 
after  designed  models, 

J.  The  most  comnon  hideouts  are  found  under  bamboo  bushes,  with 
techniques  employed  and  the  camouflage  of  those  hideout®  varying.  Most 
hideouts  are  constructed  near  bamboo  bushes  and  have  skillfully 
camouflaged  covers  which  fit  very  tightly  over  tho  openings  of  the  hide¬ 
outs.  Bamboos  are  placed  on  top  of  some  covers.  Soveral  covers  ere 
camouflaged  with  leaves,  rocks,  or  othor  materials.  Another  characteristic 
is  that  tho  vents  of  theso  hideuuts  aro  made  of  bamboos  that  are  planted 
In  the  ground  and  camouflaged, 

2  The  aeoond  typo  hideout  is  oalled  the  "sand  trench",  This  hideout 
is  built  in  sandy  ground  and  the  walls  of  it  are  soured  with  wooden 
boards  to  hold  tho  sand  from  eliding.  The  cover  of  this  hideout  is 
dlffioult  to  discover  because  it  is  normally  under  the  sand.  However, 
it  oan  be  discovered  by  its  vents,  Tho  vents  aro  usually  camouflaged 
and  hidden  in  the  houses  of  fishermen  or  at  cactus  bushes  that  grow  on 
the  dunea  along  the  beach. 

2  The  thirl,  hideout,  tho  "under-water  opening",  is  not  in  comnon 
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use.  This  hideout  is  built  near  a  stream  or  crater  of  water.  Normally 
this  hideout  has  no  cover;  its  mouth  is  covered  by  weodB  or  grass,  with 
some  mouths  completely  under  the  water  level. 

4  During  all  searches,  attention  must  bo  paid  to  hedges,  village 
comers,  and  edges  of  trails  or  ditches.  The  enemy  usually  constructs 
his  hideou's  at  those  places.  From  there,  the  enemy  can  observe  friendly 
troops,  while  remaining  unobserved,  himself.  Women,  who  may  assist  the 
enemy  by  camouflaging  the  mouths  of  hideouts;  rubbish  heaps;  small  trails 
with  traces;  newly  cooked  food;  and  newly  discharged  excrement  are  in¬ 
dications  of  the  possible  enemy  hideouts  in  tie  area. 

(c)  RECOitiENDATICN. 

That  personnel  bo  informed  of  these  typo  hideouts  as  utilised 
by  the  Viet  Cong. 

2  That  personnel  be  alerted  ns  to  the  specific  indications  of  these 
type  hideouts. 


(a)  OBSERVATION.  Ill  Corps  bridges  continue  to  be  targets  for  enemy 
attacks . 

(b)  EVaLUaTION.  The  eneny  continues  his  efforts  to  interdict  lines 
of  communication  by  attempting  to  destroy  critical  bridges  in  III  Corps. 
Two  such  bridges  are  the  Ganl  and  Rach  Cat  Bridges  in  Bien  Hoa  Province. 
As  a  result  of  Hoi  Chanh  information  on  25  April  1969,  the  363rd  UF 
Company,  assigned  as  the  security  element  on  the  two  bridges,  made  con¬ 
tact  with  an  estimated  VC  platoon  on  Riep  Hoa  Island.  The  results  of  the 
action  were  12  VC  KIA,  eight  VC  captured,  and  three  VC  suspects  detained. 
In  addition  to  a  number  of  weapons  and' radios  captured,  the  PJ  seized  &50 
pounds  of  TwT ,  50  feet  of  time  fuse,  six  demolition  floats,  and  four 
snorkels.  The  VC  platoon  was  preparing  to  destroy  the  bridges  mentioned 
above . 


(c)  RECOMMEND  AT  IOIIS .  Continued  emphasis  be  placed  on  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  securing  the  critical  bridges  in  III  Corps.* 


c»’  Training. 


(a)  OBSERVATION .  A,  anipor  program  can  bo  instituted  and  developed 
into  a  valuable  asset.  The  program  has  demonstrated  that  imaginative 
use  of  available  Army  assets  can  materially  improve  the  combat  posture 
of  the  command. 


(b)  EVALUATION. 


JL  Placing  snipers  with  ambush  patrols  has  been  the  most  successful 
method  of  employment,  with  two  techniques  being  used  extensively.  In  the 
first  technique,  the  sniper  team  accompanies  a  platoon  on  an  ambush/  ■ 
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sniper  position.  In  the  second,  the  team,  with  a  security  clement  of 
five  to  eight  men,  establishes  an  ambush/sniper  position. 

a  When  employed  with  a  platoon  ambush,  the  sniper  team  remains  close 
to  the  platoon  command  post.  In  this  technique,  snipers  are  used  to  engage 
'any  lone  ene  y  in  the  area  and  any  onesy  who  probe  the  ambush  site,  so  as 
not  to  reveal  the  presence  of  the  ambush,  itself.  During  the  ambush, 
the  snipers  engare  the  enemy  leaders  and  radio  operators  while  the  platoon 
fires  into  the  general  kill  zone.  Snipers  are  also  utilized  to  fire 
tracers  to  mark  the  flanks  of  an  enemy  force  which  has  approached  the 
position  in  an  area  other  than  the  specified  kill  zone. 

b  In  the  second  technique,  the  sniper  team  and  security  element  are 
placed  in  a  carefully  selected  sniper/ambush  position.  The  genera]  area 
is  selected  by  the  battalion  commander  who  considers  enemy  activity  and 
the  advice  of  the  snijer  team.  The  exact  location,  which  is  occupied 
just  prior  to  dark,  is  selected  to  provide  maximum  range  of  fire  and  is 
located  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  a  friendly  unit.  The  snipers 
maintain  continuous  surveillance  of  the  area,  minimizing  fatigue  a  night 
by  alternating  the  use  of  the  starlight  scope  throughout  the  night.  The 
security  element  is  equipped  with  Mlb's,  ah  K79,  and  an  AN/PRC-25  radio. 

The  .'179  is  especially  useful  in  forcing  partially  hidden  eneiry  troops  to 
move  and  expose  themselves  to  sniper  firo. 

2  -Snipers,  having  a  long  range  capability,  are  extremely  effective 
in  engaging  Viet  Cong  who  follow  a  unit  as  it  moves  from  one  location 
to  another.  A  sniper  team  with  a  security  element  is  selected  to  pro¬ 
vide  long  range  observation  of  the  route  over  which  the  unit  has  travelled. 
Snipers,  with  their  telescopic  sights,  are  able  to  engage  Viet  Cong  at 
ranges  out  to  900  meters.  At  extrema  ranges,  the  Viet  Cong  frequently 
ore  not  cautious  about  their  cover  and  concealment  and,  thus,  present 
excellent  targets  for  the  sniper  team. 

2  using  a  pink  filter  in  a,  xenon  searchlight,  an  area  can  be 
illuminated  with  invisible  light  that  registers  in  the  starlight  scope. 

This  technique  has  been  used  successfully  in  two  types  of  sniper  activity: 
berm  security  and  ambush  operations. 

a  A  sniper  team  with  starlight  scopes  has  been  utilized  with  a 
searchlight-equipped  i  ton  vehicle.  The  vehicle  is  placed  approximately 
1200  to  i50.t  meters  from  a  road  1nt.nrsect.1on,  thereby  not  alerting  the 
*«««{■  In  Uie  kill  zone  by  the  noise  of  a  running  engine,  and  the  snipers 
ire  |  reced  approximately  300  meters  from  the  intersection.  The  snipers 
central  the  covert  illumination  through  radio  contact.  When  Viet  Cong 
a;  pear  in  the  kill  zone,  they  are  easily  engaged  by  the  sniper  team, 

■  b  The  pink  light/sniper  combination  has  been  successfully  employed 
;n  one  .•  camp  security  operations.  The  searchlight,  mounted  on  a  r.  ton 
voUiaie,  responds  to  radio  equipped  sniper  tea-s  in  position  either  on 
a  berm  or  in  ambush  positions  outside  tho  berm.  In  forward  base  camps, 
the  3c:  rchlight  remains  in  the  center  of  the  camp  and  covertly  illumi¬ 
nate::  ..venues  of  approach  into  tho  position.  It  is  essential  that,  the 
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sniper  toams  maintain  radio  contact  with  the  searchlight  crew, 

4  Sniper  teams  are  effoctive  in  countering  Viet  Cong  snipor  activity. 
Each  team,  equipped  with  its  telescopic  sight  and  M/,9  Spotting  Scope, 
/searches  the  area  of  suspected  sniper  activity.  The  optical  equipment  ' 
permits  a  detailed  search  of  distant  areas. 

£  Night  Hunter  operations  have  made  extensive  use  of  snipers  to 
mark  targets.  A  sniper  team  is  placed  in  the  lead  helicopter  and  ob¬ 
serves  the  ground  with  starlight  Bcopes  mounted  on  rifles,.  When  the 
enemy  is  sighted,  the  snipers  engage  with  tracers.  The  gunships, 
following  at  a  higher  altitude,  then  engage  the  target, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  That  commanders  consider  the  establishment  of 
a  sniper  school  and  the  training  and  employment  of  sniper  teams. 


Intel! iponce.  Bomb  Damage  Assessment. 


(1)  OBSERVATION.  The  best  method  of  determining  the  damage  inflicted 
by  a  B-52  strike  is  ground  follow-up  by  troops. 

(2)  EVALUATION.  Because  the  area  covered  by  a  B-52  Btriko  is  quite 
large  and  the  enemy  thoroughly  polices  it  innwdiately  following  a  strike, 
low  level  visual  reconnaissance  by  air  observers  and  the  use  of  small 
reconnaissance  teams  has  not  always  provided  the  desired  damage  assessment. 
Although  there  are  occasions ■ when  ground  follow-up  by  troops  may  not  be 
possible,  generally  if  a  target  is  of  sufficient  value  to  warrant  a  B-52 
strike,  it  should  be  of  sufficient  interest  to  plan  a  ground  follow-up. 
Also,  additional  intelligence  gained  from  a  good  damage  assessment  will 
assist  in  future  target  planning, 

(3)  RECOii-iLi/JnTION.  That  troops  be  inserted  tc  ,er form  a  follow-up 
of  all  13-52  strikes  for  bomb  damage  assessment. 

e.‘  Logistics. 


(1)  Livestock  Production. 

(a)  OBSERVATION,  The  livestock  production  program  is  largely  de¬ 
pendent  on  imported  corn  (Food  for  Peace)  for  support.  Also,  the  quality 
of  hogs  in  Vietnam  is  degenerating  and  inefficient  meat  producers  are 

the  result. 

(b)  nVaLUaTIi Feed  grains  arc  being  imported  at  high  cost  to 

support  the  presort  livestock  programs.  Thcro  is  a  lack  of  good  slrss 
(bourn).  . 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION,  There  is  a  need  to  augment  imported  grain  with 
local  corn  and  sorghum.  Also,  goed  9ires  should  be  imported  to  upgrade 
the  quality  of  hogs  produced  in  III  CTZ, 
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( 2 )  H«d»i<-11<T'  In  Ut  1 1 1  r- -*« 1 1 1  *n  »CJHJLil*XX  Smusci  pf  P*elflrittl«m 

{*)  on.k,m.-Tp+(l  "lilitsti**n  of  *h-  Military  Sujyort  «?  Pacifi¬ 
ca!  ton  Fund  (  >U)  In  some  nreae  undermine*  the  1969  Village  Development 
Hop, ran. 


(hi  iiVat.bnTl.N.  Utlllr.iiti,.n  of  the  AIK  KundB  to  support  those 
projects,  which  should  be  supported  by  thu  1969  Village  Self  Help  Pro- 
grani,  tends  to  disrupt  priorities  estnbllshed  by  the  people,  thereby 
undermining  tlioir  participating  rolo  in  governmnnt. 

(c)  RbCtiilLHUhTIU, .  The  use  of  AIK  Funds  should  continue  at  a 
high  level)  however,  prior  to  expenditure  of  funds,  a  thorough  screening 
should  take  place  to  ensure  that  their  use  will  not  undermine  but 
supplement  the  GVN  program. 

(3)  Economic  Utilisation  of  Indigenous.  Rgii.ourcvj..  . 

(a)  OiBoHV aTIOW.  Off-shore  purchases  by  the  United  States  of  u 
variety  of  productn  in  support  of  asnistnnca  programs  for  Vietnam  fre¬ 
quently  compete  with  and  inhibit  tho  development  of  local  privnte  in¬ 
dustry.  an  example  of  this  is  tho  importation  of  largo  quantities  of 
aluminum  roofing  shoots, 

(b)  oVaLU.iTJI'N.  Existing  and  potential  enjneity  in  III  CTZ  for 
tho  production  of  fibro-caxuit  roofing  arid  clay  tilo3  is  sufficiunt 
to.  cover  currsnt  requirements  for  moot  of  Vietnam.  The  durability  snd 
appoararico  characteristics  of  those  products  are  superior  to  that  of 
aluminum  and  warrant  their  slightly  higher  cost.  A  roduotion  in  give¬ 
away  aluminim  roofing  would  bo  instrumental  in  raising  tho  commercial 
price  of  this  aluminum  above  that  of  locally  produced  materials  and 
would  bring  into  play  the  market  forces  of  supply  and  demand, 

(c)  KLCOiw'jjh)..TI(,H.  The  importation  of  aluminum  roofing  for  US- 
eupportod  projects  should  be  phaoed  out,  retaining  only  sufficient 
aluminum  roofing  in  stock  to  meet  omergonoy  situation. 

f.  Qrr.^'-’-aUon-  P.rfifiniiiiif.lliP°f.p,uiig...9f..BP...Mni.‘ 

(a)  OH'iEIlVrt'flOil.  HU  Cadre  losses  in  III  CTZ  indicate  the  need 
for  better  coordination  of  security  forces, 

(b)  tiVauUnTIOl’. .  Ill  CTZ  [(evolutionary  Development  Cadre  hava 
been  the  target  of  179  attaoks  in  the  past  quarter.  Thirty-nine  TU3 
Cadre  have  bern  killed  as  a  result  of  these  attack*.  There  have  been 
instances  when  RF/PF  units  were  nearby,  but  failed  to  assist  the  HD 
Cadre.  When  “»  RD  Cadre  teams  were  reduced  in  sit"  in  late  1968,  the 
RF/PF  were  tasked  to  provide  the  security  for  the  cadre.  Due  to  in¬ 
sufficient  coordination  and  communications,  adequate  security  hao  not 
boon  provided.  RF/PF  must  bo  cognizant  of  their  responsibilities  to  the 
M)  U'>dro  and  must  develop  uuU  coor-inalo  rouotion  force  pl.ns. 
Communications  betweon  the  two  elements  oen  be  improved  by  issuing  the 
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U»  C«M*  uw  im/rm-i  -  rsd  los  or  ej  inuiiif  ttt-i  radio*  is  In*  S»/Tr, 

(*)  IBSCoHItJlUtTIHIi  HF/l'T  responsibility  for  providing  security  to 
SO  C*.tr«  shuu'd  be  smphaaiaad  with  particular  regard  to  reaction  plans 
and  ci— unlc-tlon. 


£•  Other. 

(1)  1969  Pacification  I'rocroa. 

(a)  OIBbHV ATlllN .  Tha  implementation  of  the  1969  Pacification  Pro- 
gram  was  hfunjo  red  by  the  establl  shmont  of  hamlet  goals  and  tha  lack  of 
adequate  resources, 

(b)  EVALUATION.  The  su|wrimi  oalng  of  hamlet  goals  oh  the  village 
concept  has  had  a  deleterious  effect  upon  thu  Implementation  of  that 
concopt.  While  the  establishment  of  goals  Is  a  management  tool,  assisting 
in  mu  (louring  achinvomontn,  tho  roquironunt  tho  CTZo  complete  71  per  cent 
of  tho  annual  goals  within  tlw  first  fivo  months  of  the  1969  Pacification 
Program  in  hnrrunnlng  and  to  some  extent  unrealistic.  This  is  particularly 
truo  considering  tliut  a  significant  portion  of  the  resources  and  means 

to  road  t.hnno  goals  wore  not  available  during  tho  quarter.  As  an  example, 
tho  1969  Province  laelficntion  Plnns  required  a  a trouble  numbor  of 
additional  RF  companion,  Thoraforo,  tho  Into  allocation  of  now  KF  corn- 
pan  ioo  resulted  in  a  majority  of  tho  companies  not  being  available  for 
the  early  phases  of  tho  1969  Program. 

(e)  lfcCOiMiDh'i'IONS. 

J.  Assessment  of  1969  1  deification  goals  should  be  by  villages  rather 
than  hamlets. 

&  The  preponderance  of  goals  assigned  should  bo  assessed  during  the 
portion  of  the  year  when  required  resources  are  available. 

J  The  allocation  of  RF  and  PK  to  support  tha  1970  Paeifioation  Pro¬ 
gram  should  bo  made  in  July  1969. 

(2)  Attack -on .MAT  111-16. 

(a)  OliSiiRVhTIUU,  In  order  to  provide  adequate  saourity  to  Mobile 
advisory  Teams,  defense  pluns  must  be  coordinated  and  supervised  by 
those  having  operational  control  over  MAT 1 s . 

(b)  LVaLUaTION.  At  0110  hours  on  20  March  , 969  an  estimated  VC 
battalion  executed  a  well-planned  attack  against  the  6th  PF  Platoon 
Outpost  located  at  Due  Vinii  I,  Dinh  Long  Province.  Mobile  Advisory 
TeAm  III -If.  was  the  principal  target  of  the  attaek.  At  the  time  tho 
attack  began,  the  PF  platoon  was  occupying  throe  ambush  positions  to 
tho  east  of  the  village.  The  we s torn 'portion  of  the  poriiwtsr  was 
defended  by  People's  Calf  Defense  Forces  (ISDF).  The  north  and  south 
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aidoe  were  unprotected.  The  south  was  particularly  vulnerable  duo  to 
the  proximity  of  the  village  which  provonted  the  use  of  claymore  mines. 
The  attack  began  when  the  area  around  tho  HAT  house  began  receiving  B-40 
f  rounds.  Sorr  diversionary  fires  wore  used  to  keep  the  troops  on  the 
east  and  vest  occupied.  The  VC  attack  forco  already  was  in  the  hamlet 
when  the  B-40  fires  began.  Tho  two  officers  of  tho  HAT  were  wounded 
during  the  initial  fires.  However,  one  managed  to  notify  the  Sector 
TOC  that  they  were  being  attacked.  After  the  wounded  had  been  moved 
to  a  bunker,  another  transmission  was  sent  requesting  a  light  fire  team 
and  reaction  forces.  By  that  time,  however,  the  enery  was  about  to 
overrun  the  MAT  position.  The  light  fire  team  was  unable  to  assist  due 
to  prevailing  weather  conditions.  Also,  thore  were  no  supporting  fires. 
The  reaction  force  did  not  arrive  until  0255  hours  and  since  the  contact 
lasted  only  15  minutes  they  did  not  influence  the  outcome.  As  a  result 
of  the  action  two  US  advisors  were  killed  and  two  wounded;  tho  MAT 
interpreter  also  was  killed.  The  outpost  defense  plan  was  inadequate 
ae  evidenced  by  tho  lack  of  local  reaction  forces,  the  absence  of  lis¬ 
tening  posts  or  ambushes  on  the  north  and  Bouth  sidos  of  the  perimeter, 
the  lack  of  planned  eupporting  fires,  and  tho  length  of  tiro  required 
for  reinforcements,  though  mechanized,  to  reach  tho  outpost. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  District  advisors  having  operational  control 
over  HaT's  should  ensure  that  adequate  defence  plans  for  HAT  outposts 
exist.  Defense  plans  should  CAll  for  listening  poste  or  ambus  has  on  all 
likely  avenues  of  approach.  A  local  reaction  force  should  be  immediately 
available  to  counter  an  enomy  attack.  In  this  respect,  the  HAT  leader 
should  remain  with  the  Vietnamese  commander  to  influence  the  employment 
of  reaction  forces.  Fire  support  plans  should  bo  developed  and  defen¬ 
sive  concentrations  registered.  The  MAT  leader  ohould  coordinate  his 
fire  support  plan  with  the  commander  of  the  supporting  unit,  and  coimi un¬ 
ications  with  the  supporting,  unit  must  be  routinely  checked.  The  defense 
plan  must  include  an  adequate  reinforcement  plan  which  designates  the 
forces  to  be  used  and  the  manna r  in  which  they  will  bo  employed. 


FOR  THE  COHMANDKR: 


2.  ;II  FFV  Area  of  Ojierations  Chief  of  Staff 

3.  Statistical  Summary  U5AF  C130/C123  Sorties 

4.  Statistical  Summary,  Close  Air  Support 

5.  aviation  Statistics 

6.  Statistical  Summary  6-52  Bombing  Missions 

7.  Enemy  Disposition 

8.  II  FFGRCEV  Troop  List 

9.  Encily  Organization  in  the  III  CTZ 
Incl  1  wd  Hq,  DA 
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HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  S*n  Francisco  963? 5 J  2  J<j*j  jjSg 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  OPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Amy,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1969  from  Headquarters,  II  Field 
Force  Vietnam. 

2.  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  Mechanic  Trainees,  section  II,  page  49, 
paragraph  a(3)j  concur.  The  manpower  shortage  in  RVN  hinders  the  identi¬ 
fication  and  hiring  of  qualified  adult  mechanics  and  mechanic  trainees. 
Employing  teenage  mechanic  apprentices  can  be  an  effective  solution  to  the 
manpower  shortage.  The  proposal  to  recruit  potential  teenage  trainees  will 
be  forwarded  to  MAC-CORDS  for  consideration.  No  further  action  required. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  Techniques  for  Discovering  Enemy  Hide¬ 
outs,  section  II,  page  55,  paragraph  b(6)j  concur.  This  item  will  be 
extracted  and  published  in  the  Fall  issue  of  USARV  Combat  Intelligence 

Lessons. 


c.  Referencs  item  ooncerning  Livestock  Production,  section  II,  page 
58,  paragraph  e(l)j  concur.  Local  supplies  of  feed  are  required  to  sup¬ 
port  livestock  such  as  hogs  which  require  high  energy  food.  The  benefits 
of  introducing  euch  livestock  into  grain  deficient  areas  are  questionable. 
Improved  breeding  ie  needed  to  raise  the  quality  of  Vietnamese  stock. 
Current  USAID  agricultural  programs  take  both  of  these  problems  into  con¬ 
sideration,  No  further  action  required, 

d.  Reference  item  ooncerning  Pacification  Fund,  section  II,  page  59, 
paragraph  e(2)j  concur.  The  MACV  Pacification  Fund  and  Civic  Action 
PSIWAR  Fund  should  be  used  to  eupplement  existing  programs  and  support 
unpro/ixamed  high  impact  projects  in  coordination  with  local  MAC-CORDS 
advisors,  MACV  Directive  37-2  and  MACV  Directive  37-13  state  that  these 
funds  will  be  employed  where  their  use  will  not  be  detrimental  U  existing 
programs.  No  further  action  required, 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  Economic  Utilization  of  Indigenous 
Resources,  section  II,  page  59,  paragraph  e (3) ;  concur.  The  use  of  fibro 
cement  roofing  could  well  replace  the  aluminum  roofing  used  in  the  Popular 
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Forces  Self  Help  Dependent  Housing  and  ARVX  Dependent  leasing  Programs . 
II  Field  Force  has  been  advised  to  initiate  action  recommending  that  the 
1ACV  Engineer  Advisoxy  Division  study  the  matter  for  incorporation  into 
future  construction.  No  further  action  required. 

f.  Reference  item  concerning  the  1969  Pacification  Program*  eectlon 
11*  page  60*  paragraph  g(l)j  concur.  If  the  goals  of  the  pacification 
program  are  modified*  resources  and  means  available  to  support  the  pro¬ 
gram  must  be  adjusted  accordingly.  The  recommendation  will  be  forwarded 
to  flAC-CCRUS  for  consideration.  No  further  action  required. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER! 

M.WU 

C,  0.  WILSON 
1LT,  ACC 

AetMent  Adjutant  Gersrd 
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HQ,  U8  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Frandaco  96558  23  JU(.  gt 

TOi  Aaaiitant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Waehington,  D.  C,  20310 

Thia  headquartere  haa  evaluated  eubject  report  and  forwarding  indorse¬ 
ment  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 
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